Mounting a Photo

*Before you begin, check that the dry mount press is on and the temperature reads 200 degrees. Also, plug in the tacking iron and make sure it is on a safety holder. 
Note: the equipment takes around 5-10 minutes to heat up.


Steps:

1) Get a piece of dry mount tissue paper and align the edges together with the photo (it is okay if there is extra tissue or photo hanging off an end at this point).

2) On a clean surface, use the tacking iron and make a slow, medium, 4-5”, sized ‘X’ on the back of the dry mount tissue so it attaches to the photo. Make sure the corners are free but that the X attaches to the print well!  If not, melt another X. 
3) Trim the white edges so the dry mount tissue and the photo match up.  It’s okay if there’s extra photo. Don’t go on until all the white is gone!
4) Select a piece of 11” x 14” matt board.
5) Drawing with a light pencil, sketch out where your photo should lay so it is central.- ***USE A RULER!!! Make it exact!***  See Directions on back…

6) Once you have the correct centering, use the tacking iron and dot the edges of the dry mount tissue to the matt board. Please only use the tip of the tacking iron so you do not get glue smears on the matt board.
7) Set the timer to 1 min (note time on press!  Times may change due to the drymount tissue we use).  

8) Place your photo-tissue-matt board combo into the press- in between the release paper, photo up- and close the press. 

9) Leave your photo in the Dry mount Press for the 60 seconds. When you take it out, if it is not sealed, put it back in for 20-30 seconds.

10)  QUICKLY, put your photo under the flat weight for a minimum of 30 sec- 1 minute so the tissue adheres to both the photo and the matt board.

11) If no one is in line to mount a photograph next, please TURN OFF the dry mount press and unplug the tacking iron. 
12) Clean up your scraps.

13) Sign the bottom right hand side of the matt board with your soon-to-be famous signature. ( Then, label the following on the back of your photo: class period, date, project name, your full name.
How to Find the Center of a Matt for a Photo
1. Place the Photograph in the far left corner of your matt board.






Or 
2. Measure the distance of the extra matt board from the edge of the photo to the edge of the matt board.





  Ex.3”







or

3. Divide the distance of the excess matt board in half (ex. 3 inches / 2 = 1.5” & 1.5”)

If you don’t like inches try centimeters to find a whole number that’s easy to divide in half.

4. Measure from the left and right side in the distance you found in step 3.  With a #2 pencil, lightly draw a line to make 2 vertical lines on either side of the matt board.(no horizontal lines needed!)


          1.5”

    1.5”



          1.5”

    1.5”


5. Place the photograph between the 2 lines. Double check that it looks centered. Slide the photo up or down so that there is a tiny bit more space on the bottom of the matt for ‘visual weight’.  


6. Then take the 4 corners of the drymount tissue down so that the photo sits centered on the matt board.
