More Crazy Cool Art



Marina Abramovic

Serbian performance artist based in New
York. Her work explores the relationship
between performer and audience, the
limits of the body, and the possibilities of
the mind




Rhythm 0, 1974

AbramoviC placed on a table 72 objects that people were allowed to use (a sign
informed them) in any way that they chose. Some of these were objects that
could give pleasure, while others could be wielded to inflict pain, or to harm her.
Among them were a rose, a feather, honey, a whip, olive oil, scissors, a scalpel, a
gun and a single bullet. For six hours the artist allowed the audience members to
manipulate her body and actions. This tested how vulnerable and aggressive the

human subject could be when hidden from social consequences.

Initially, members of the audience reacted with caution and modesty, but as time
passed (and the artist remained passive) people began to act more aggressively.
As Abramovi€ described it later: "What I learned was that ... if you leave it up to
the audience, they can kill you. ... I felt really violated: they cut up my clothes,
stuck rose thorns in my stomach, one person aimed the gun at my head, and
another took it away. It created an aggressive atmosphere. After exactly 6 hours,
as planned, I stood up and started walking toward the audience. Everyone ran

away, to escape an actual confrontation.”



Breathing In/Breathing Out with Ulay

To create Breathing In/Breathing Out the two

artists devised a piece in which they connected

their mouths and took in each other’s exhaled %‘i iy
breaths until they had used up all of the available

oxygen. Seventeen minutes after the beginning
of the performance they both fell to the floor
unconscious, their lungs having filled with
carbon dioxide. This personal piece explored the
idea of an individual's ability to absorb the life of
another person, exchanging and destroying it.



Rest Energy, 1980

In 1980, they performed Rest Energy,
in an art exhibition in Dublin, where
both balanced each other on opposite
sides of a drawn bow and arrow, with
the arrow pointed at AbramoviC's
heart




Great Wall Walk, 1988

In 1988, after several years of tense relations,
Abramovi€ and Ulay decided to make a
spiritual journey which would end their
relationship. They each walked the Great Wall
of China, in a piece called The Great Wall
Walk, starting from the two opposite ends and
meeting in the middle. As AbramoviC described
it: "That walk became a complete personal
drama. Ulay started from the Gobi Desert and I
from the Yellow Sea. After each of us walked
2500 km, we met in the middle and said good-

bye







Jay Z - Picasso Baby

https://vimeo.com/80930630

JAY Z performs "Picasso Baby" at the Pace Gallery in New York City. Explicitly
inspired by the artist Marina Abramovic’s long performance at the Museum of Modern
Art, “The Artist Is Present,” the video is called Picasso Baby: A Performance Art Film. :
A Performance Art Film." Directed by Mark Romanek.


https://vimeo.com/80930630




