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Opening

A. Engaging the Reader (5 mins)



Paraphrase this first sentence in your journal.

What do you think this quote is about?

Who do you think the speaker was?

Do you know when these events took place?

What is a boycott?



A few days ago in lesson 1, we learned the word 

“legacy”.  Recall with a partner what we meant by 
that word

A “legacy” is something special that is given by 
someone from the past.



Many people remember Jackie Robinson for the 

legacy he left.  By breaking the color barrier in 

Major League Baseball, he allowed other athletes 

of color to also play, but today we’re going to 
learn about another legacy that he left for us.



B. Review Learning Targets (5 mins)

I can make connections between Jackie 

Robinson’s personal history and the 
desegregation movement in America.

Since you know the definition of “segregation”, 
what do you think “desegregation” means?



Work Time

A. Building Knowledge about the 1930s and Bus 

Desegregation (10 mins)



Today we will focus on page 21.  We will skip 

over page 20, since it is not essential to today’s 
learning.  You can read page 20 on your own at 

another time.

In order to understand the connection between 

the bus boycott and Jackie Robinson, you need 

to read about events that happened many years 

before the bus boycott.



Jackie Robinson Anchor Chart

Let’s add the years 1939-1945 to our chart.

From the previous reading, what was happening 

in the world during these years?



Listen now for examples of when Jackie 

Robinson faced segregation.

Read along silently as I read page 21 out loud.

What was one example of segregation that 

Jackie Robinson faced while he was in the army?



This page includes evidence (facts and details) 

about two ways that Jackie Robinson fought 

against the injustice of segregation.



Independently do the following:

● Reread page 21

● In your journal, write at least 2 sentences 

paraphrasing the evidence you find on the 2 

ways Jackie Robinson fought against the 

injustices of segregation.



B. Building Knowledge about the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott (20 mins)

Remember, we began the lesson by reading 

about and discussing the Montgomery bus 

boycott.

What do you notice about the date?



You will now think about the ways that these two 

events were the same and different.

We are going to watch a short video about the 

Montgomery bus boycott.  You will hear Martin 

Luther King Jr. say the same quote you heard at 

the start of class



Purpose

You are to listen and watch for additional details 

about the incident.
The Montgomery Bus Boycott

This is the closed captioned / subtitled version video from http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/story/02_bus.html.  (c) PBS

A 43-year-old civil rights activist, Rosa Parks, refuses to give up her seat on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama, and is arrested. Parks' arrest inspires black leaders to mount a one-day bus boycott. With the help of Jo Ann Robinson of the Women's Political Council, 40,000 people are organized in just two days.

Note to PBS: Please do subtitle your videos. Please contact us if you have issues or questions.

Stop at 1:25

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QZik4CYtgw


What additional information about the bus 

boycott did you get from watching this video?

Let’s add these thoughts to what life was like in 
America during these years.





Follow along as I read the first paragraph out 

loud. 

Turn and talk about the gist of this paragraph?

Follow along as I read aloud the second 

paragraph.

What was the gist of this paragraph?



Each of you will be assigned one rule.

Find a partner that read the same rule, discuss:

How did this rule contribute to Dr. King’s goal?



C. Comparing and Contrasting Experiences 

(15 mins)

You will now work with both the “Rules for Riding 
Desegregated Buses” and page 21 of Promises 

to Keep.



Closing and Assessment

A. Debrief and Review Learning Targets (5 mins)

What are some of the connections between 

Jackie Robinson’s personal history and the 
desegregation movement?



Homework

● Read pages 22-25 of Promises to Keep

● Write the gist on 1 index card

● Choose 3 of the following words today and 

write each on their own card along with a 

definition: desegregation, boycott, 

nonviolent, dignified, integrated.
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