




Opening

A. Homework Review (5 mins)



Take out the three index cards that you 

completed for homework last night.

I need volunteers to share where they found the 

word in the text, and the definition they came up 

with for each word.



B. Engaging the Reader; Learning Targets

● I can find the key details and main ideas in a 

Readers Theater script about the Great Migration

● I can compare and contrast different people’s 
experiences of the Great Migration

● I can explain the links between the Robinson 

family’s personal history and the Great Migration
● I can determine the meaning of new words and 

phrases about the Great Migration from context



What does the word migration mean?

Today you will learn a bit about a time in history 

known at the “Great Migration.”

What do you predict this era (time period) in 

history might have been about?



In this lesson you will consider what it was like for 

Jackie Robinson and other African Americans 

who lived through this period. 

Along with reading the section of the book you 

read for homework, you’ll also read a short 
Readers Theater script about another family’s 
experiences.



Work Time

A. Building Knowledge about Jackie Robinson’s 
Life during the Great Migration (12 mins)



Jackie Robinson and Life in America Anchor Chart

Let’s add the years 1915-1930 to our anchor 

chart.

As I read the text aloud, you should follow along 

and listen for information about the Great 

Migration.

(Page 10, paragraph 2-page 11)



Share with your elbow partner about what you 

now know about the Great Migration.

What information can we add to our anchor 

chart?



The next two pages of the book (which you read 

for homework) include details about what was 

happening in Jackie Robinson’s life during this 
time period.



You have 7-8 minutes to:

- On your own, reread pages 12-13, looking for 

“evidence” (facts, specific details, information) 
about how segregation affected Jackie 

Robinson’s life during this period.
- Mark the evidence you locate

- With your group, discuss the evidence.



What evidence [facts and details] did you find 

about how segregation affected Jackie Robinson 

and his family?

Let’s add this new information to our anchor 
chart.



B. Readers Theater: Building Knowledge 

about the Experience of Others during the 

Great Migration (25 mins)

Turn and talk to a partner about the definition of 

Readers Theater and some of the elements that 

you remember about it from module 1



Let’s look at the list 
of characters. 

The Robinson 

family in this script 

is NOT related to 

Jackie Robinson’s 
family

What is a prologue?



What information in this paragraph do you 

already know from reading Promises to Keep?

What new information did you learn from the 

prologue?



Assignment of Roles (scene 1 and 2)



You have 5 mins to:

● Independently read scenes 1 and 2 of the 

Readers Theater and think about what is 

happening in the scene

● Discuss with your group what is happening in 

these scenes



If you don’t have a role...

- Read along silently as your peers perform

- Listen carefully to the story of your assigned 

character

- Be ready to summarize the story for the class 

after the performance



C. Comparing and Contrasting Experiences 

of the Great Migration (10 mins)

Begin by filling in ONE 

idea for each section



Closing and Assessment

A. Debrief and Reviewing Learning Targets        

(5 mins)



I can explain the links between the Robinson 

family’s personal history and the Great Migration.

Now that you know a little bit about the Great 

Migration, turn and talk to a neighbor about how 

Jackie Robinson’s family was part of this period 
in history
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