




Opening

A. Homework Review (10 mins)

- share field cover journals with your group and 

explain why you chose the pictures you did to 

decorate them

- Pair up and turn to the page you completed in 

lesson 2.  Read your partner’s entry paying 
attention to precise language and sensory detail 



B. Introducing Learning Targets (5 mins)

I can write a field journal entry from Meg 

Lowman’s point of view.

- Today you will be pretending that you are Meg 

Lowman and you will be describing the things 

that she might see in the rainforest. 



Remember the work you did on point of view 

when you studied Esperanza Rising.

Different people see things differently depending 

on their points of view or perspective.



We will also do work to meet the other 3 learning 

targets during the lesson as you meet the first 

target.  You will be studying a picture from The 

Most Beautiful Roof in the World, revisit the text 

that goes with the picture, and use sensory 

details and specific language and vocabulary 

from the text to write a field journal entry.



Work Time

A. Creating a Class Rainforest Field Journal 

Entry (10 mins)

Open your text to page 23



In this section of the book, Meg has climbed up 

to the third platform in the canopy.

Remember, The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

was not written by Meg Lowman, it was written 

by an author named Kathryn Lasky.  She wrote 

the book about Meg, not about herself, so her 

writing refers to Meg by name, or as “she”; there 
is no “I” sentence in this book.



In a journal, however, the author writes in the first 

person.

Today we are going to rewrite parts of this book 

as if it were a field journal.  

To do this, I want you to pretend that you are 

Meg Lowman exploring the rainforest and this is 

what you are seeing.



Focus on the photograph:

● What exactly do you see?

● What do you think you’d be hearing?
● What do you think you’d be feeling?



B. Adding Text-Based Information to the 

Rainforest Field Journal Entry (10 mins)

We can use the background information that we 

gather by reading the text to add to our field 

journal entry.



Let’s look at the text on page 23 as I read the first 
sentence.

Is there any information in that sentence that 

could be added to the field journal entry?



Think of the vocabulary work you’ve done 
throughout this module.

You know a lot of specific science terms that Meg 

might put in her field journal.

As I read the rest of the page aloud, you should 

listen for details and scientific vocabulary that 

could be added to the journal entry.



(pause after 3rd sentence)

Turn and talk with a partner about new details 

from the text that you might add to the class’s 
field journal entry.

(finish page)

Are there any new ideas based on having read 

the text.



C. Independent Practice: Creating a 

Rainforest Field Journal Entry (20 mins)

Now, you get to create your own rain forest 

journal excerpt.



Open your book to page 24 and notice the 

photographs at the bottom of the page of the ants 

on the plants.  I want you to carefully observe the 

picture and write a journal entry as if you are 

there seeing what is in the Photograph.



You must:

● Observe silently

● Use first person “I”. Write as if you are Meg Lowman
● Draw a quick sketch

● Label the sketch

● Include a clear and precise description of what you 

see, feel, and hear.

(10 mins)



What text on page 24 does this image relate to?

Find specific details in the 2nd paragraph that 

you can add to your writing, just as we did on the 

whole class page.



Closing and Assessment

A. Reflecting on the Learning Targets (5 mins)

(pass out highlighters-yellow and green)



Find in your rainforest field journal entry a place 

where you included clear and descriptive 

language and highlight it in yellow.

Find a place where you enhanced your journal 

entry with information from the text and highlight 

that in green.

Share one of your examples with a partner.



Learning Target Mastery
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