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During the 2020-21 school year,
educators and students experienced
significant and profound changes

in teaching and learning, as well as
social and emotional well-being.

It is important to keep this in mind
when interpreting assessment results,

as these changes are reflected in
student scores but are difficult to
account for accurately.

Look for considerations for this
year's results noted in boxes like this
throughout the guide.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Dear Student, Parent, Caregiver,
or Educator,

The state tests administered each year are one measure of student
learning of the Minnesota Academic Standards and the WIDA English
Language Development Standards. This Interpretive Guide for
Minnesota Assessment Reports has been developed to help students,
parents, caregivers, and educators understand the results from these
tests.

This guide contains information on how to read the results provided on
the Individual Student Reports (ISRs). Districts and schools use these
results as one part of their comprehensive assessment system which
should include a variety of assessment types. When statewide test
results are used with additional information at the school and district
level, they support districts and schools in their work to create an
education system where every child receives a high-quality education,
no matter their race or ZIP code.

We encourage you to use this guide to inform interested persons in
your community about how the Minnesota assessment results can be
used to gauge equitable learning opportunities for all students to
engage with rigorous standards-based content and instruction.

Minnesota has placed a priority on ensuring every student receives a
high-quality education.

State of Minnesota

Minnesota Department of Education



INTRODUCTION TO THE
INTERPRETIVE GUIDE FOR MINNESOTA ASSESSMENT REPORTS

Minnesota has developed an assessment system comprised of standardized,
criterion-referenced assessments, which means that they measure performance
against a fixed set of criteria. These criteria are the Minnesota Academic Standards,
developed by Minnesota educators, and the WIDA English Language Development
Standards, adopted by Minnesota.

Educators and school leaders should use these results in context:

» Were certain standards emphasized this year or delayed?

» Did instruction look different this year based on learning model?

» Were certain standards taught asynchronously while others were
synchronous?

» How did changes in the instructional schedule affect student learning?

Individual student reports (ISRs) provide one data point for parents and students
about progress towards achieving the grade-level Minnesota Academic Standards
or the WIDA English Language Development Standards. Parents can use this
information with the student’s classroom assessments, assignments, and grades to
provide a more complete picture of their student’s progress.

Many measures of learning are necessary to derive an understanding of what a
student has learned. Each performance measure in a comprehensive assessment
system requires that users what the data mean and how to use the data to make
effective decisions.

Considerations for this year's results can be found in the 2021
Statewide Assessment Reporting Guidance document on the

District Resources web page (MDE > Districts, Schools and Educators
> Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > District Resources >
Test Score Interpretation Resources).
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ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate ACCESS
for ELLs

As a member of the multi-state WIDA
Consortium (WIDA website > Memberships
and Programs > WIDA Consortium >
Minnesota), Minnesota districts administer
the ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate ACCESS
for ELLs English language proficiency
accountability assessments. These
assessments are designed to measure to
English learners’ progress towards language
proficiency on the WIDA English Language
Development Standards.

The ACCESS is administered to English
learners in grades K-12. The Alternate
ACCESS for ELLs is administered in grades
1-12 to English learners with significant
cognitive disabilities.

For information about ACCESS for
ELLs and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs
test results, and appropriate uses and
interpretation of the data, refer to
the Guidebook: Exploring ACCESS
for ELLs Data on the District
Resources web page (MDE > Districts,
Schools and Educators > Teaching
and Learning > Statewide Testing

> District Resources > Test Score
Interpretation Resources).



This Interpretive Guide will assist you in understanding the results of the Minnesota No single assessment can

Assessments. The guide provides basic information about each assessment, comprehensively measure

describes each available report, and suggests ways to use the results. The sections a student’s learning in an

of this guide are: educational setting. Results of
B Purpose of the Minnesota Assessments the Minnesota Assessments are

only a subset of the data schools
and districts use as part of their

B Types of Reports for Final Assessment Results comprehensive assessment system
(Testing 1, 2, 3 > > Assess >
Balanced Assessment Systems).

B Data Sites and Resources

B |nterpreting Scores and Achievement Levels

B Descriptions of Reported Results
Information from each level of

the assessment system works

B Sample Student Results Labels in coordination to help guide
teaching and learning of the
Minnesota Academic Standards
and WIDA English Language
Development. Results from the

B Sample Individual Student Reports (ISRs)

B Additional Resources

References to additional information on the MDE website Minnesota Assessments are

exist throughout this manual: education.mn.gov. only a subset of the data that
schools and districts should use to
determine how well students have

acquired the knowledge and skills
Resources and samples of reports can be found on the of the applicable standards and

Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Resources page.

how well the school is teaching
(PearsonAccess Next > Reporting Resources > Individual them.
Student Reports (ISRs) Resources)

Testing 1, 2, 3 is a website designed for educators as the primary
audience. It contains a number of resources for assessment and ﬂ

data literacy that can be used and shared with district and school

staff who interpret results from the Minnesota Assessments.
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PURPOSE OF THE MINNESOTA ASSESSMENTS

Standards-Based Accountability Assessments in Reading,
Mathematics, and Science

Pearson is the administration service provider for the standards-based accountability assessments (MCA and MTAS).

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments measures the extent to which students with significant cognitive disabilities are
(MCA) making progress on standards that have been reduced in breadth, depth, and
complexity. The MTAS is a performance-based assessment where tasks in each
The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA) is subject are administered to students in a one-on-one setting. Test Administrators
administered to students in reading in grades 3-8 and score performance tasks using a task-specific script and scoring rubric.

10; mathematics in grades 3-8 and 11; and science in
grades 5, 8, and high school. The purpose of the MCA is to
measure a snapshot of student learning of the Minnesota
Academic Standards. These results can be used to look

across student groups, schools, and districts to identify TeSt SpeCIflcatIOHS

underlying inequities and highlight promising instructional

practices. Test specifications provide information on how the academic standards
are addressed on the assessment by indicating which strands,

. . substrands, and benchmarks can be assessed and in what proportions.
to meet state and fegleral accounta.b|||ty requwemgrﬁs. The purpose of the test specifications is to guide test developers on
All students are required to take this test or, for eligible what must be included in each test. Some concepts in the academic
students with significant cognitive disabilities, the standards can only be assessed in the classroom and not on a
Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS). standardized statewide assessment. The academic standards, not the
test specifications, are meant to be used as the basis for curriculum
and instruction.

The MCA is the primary assessment Minnesota uses

Minnesota Test of Academic Skills
(MTAS)

The Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) is an
alternate assessment in reading in grades 3-8 and 10;
mathematics in grades 3-8 and 11; and science in grades
5, 8, and high school that is based on extended standards
of the Minnesota Academic Standards. The MTAS

View test specifications for the standards-based accountability
assessments on the MDE website.

(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and
Learning > Statewide Testing > Test Specifications)
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DATA SITES AND RESOURCES
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It is important that schools and educators use statewide assessment results along with local
information to pinpoint areas where they need to accelerate student learning.

NEW One-Page Resources:

A series of one-page resources are available to
accompany each part of the reporting process
and provide additional support.

For schools/districts, find those listed below on
the District Resources page. (MDE website

> Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching
and Learning > Statewide Testing > District
Resources > Test Score Interpretation Resources)

» Statewide Assessments: Using Preliminary
Results

» Statewide Assessments: Using District and
School Student Results (DSR and SSR) Files

» Statewide Assessments: Using Test Results
Summary

» Statewide Assessments: Using Public Data
For families who receive their student’s results,
find those listed below on the Statewide
Testing Students and Families page. (MDE
website > Students and Families > Programs and
initiatives > Statewide Testing)

» Statewide Assessments: What Families Need
to Know about Using MCA and MTAS Results

» Statewide Assessments: What Families Need
to Know about Using ACCESS and Alternate
ACCESS Results

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Location of Reports

Minnesota Report Card #

Icrlwcludes publicly available official school, district, and state summary
ata.

District and School Student Results (DSR and SSR) +#

Includes official student, school, and district results through secure
access.

Test Results Summary +#

Includes official summary results through secure access.

On-Demand Reports

Includes preliminary results reported during testing.

Published Reports
Includes PDF versions of final results released by MDE.

Longitudinal Reports

Includes unofficial historical results.

Historical Student Data
Includes unofficial individual student historical results.

+ Available in the Assessment Secure Reports section of the MDE Data Center.

# ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs data included.

MDE
DATA
CENTER

v

PEARSON
ACCESS
NEXT



MDE Data Center

There are two sections of the Data Center on the MDE website where
educators can analyze test results and create, view, and download reports that
meet their needs.

1. Reports Available to the Public
Assessment data available for 2021 for public schools and districts is
in the Minnesota Report Card and Data Reports and Analytics under
Accountability and Assessment. Student privacy protections apply to all
public data to protect student privacy. For more information about student
privacy and public data, please reference the Data Practices page (MDE
website > About MDE > Data Practices).

Minnesota Report Card
(MDE website > Data Center > Minnesota Report Card)

Data Reports and Analytics
(MDE website > Data Center > Data Reports and
Analytics > Accountability and Assessment)

2. Secure Reports
Assessment data for 2021 in Assessment Secure Reports is available to
educators who have obtained permission from their district to access
secure reports. This includes the District Student Results (DSR) and School
Student Results (SSR) files, the Student Assessment History Report, and the
Test Results Summary reports. Student privacy protections do not apply to
Assessment Secure Reports.

Secure Reports

(MDE website > Data Center > Secure Reports > Assessment
Secure Reports)

View the Assessment Secure Reports user guides and help
documents for Assessment Secure Reports on the MDE website.

(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Business and
Finance > Data Submissions > Assessment Secure Reports)

8 MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Reporting in
PearsonAccess Next

Authorized users can sign in to PearsonAccess Next
(PearsonAccess Next > View PearsonAccess Next) to
retrieve current and/or historical test results for the
standards-based accountability assessments (MCA,
MTAS, and historical MCA-Modified). Resources for
each of these reports are available on the Additional
Reporting Resources page of PearsonAccess Next.

On-Demand Reports are preliminary student-level test
results for the current test administration. Preliminary
test results remain available online until the final
results are provided by MDE.

Longitudinal Reports include historical test results at
the school, district, and state level. Historical student-
level results are available in Historical Student Data.

View the Additional Reporting Resources
L

(PearsonAccess Next > Reporting Resources >

Additional Reporting Resources)

Published Reports are the final and official test results
posted as PDFs at the time those results are released
by MDE.

-View the Individual Student Reports (ISRs)

Resources page.

(PearsonAccess Next > Reporting Resources >
Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Resources)



On-Demand Reports

Preliminary test results at the student level
are available for MCA and MTAS in On-
Demand Reports in PearsonAccess Next
within 60 minutes after testing or data
entry is completed. On-demand reports
are available until final results are posted in
Published Reports.

Preliminary reports for individual students
are referred to as Student Detail Reports
(SDRs) and are available to download/print
as PDFs. SDRs look different from the final
Individual Student Reports (ISRs); SDRs
contain many, but not all, of the elements
in the final ISRs. The preliminary results
can also be downloaded as a Student List
Report in PDF or Excel format.

On-demand results include performance
details for content areas within a subject.
MCA results include overall, strand/
substrand scale scores and strand
performance levels. MTAS results
include overall and extended standards
performance details.

If a student has moved from one district to
another within a test administration, on-
demand reports for the current year stay at
the district where the student tested and
the new district will not have access to the
student’s preliminary results.

The On-Demand Reports and Export

User Guide is available on the Additional
Reporting Resources page under Reporting
Resources on PearsonAccess Next.
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Longitudinal Reports

Longitudinal Reports provide a graphical
display of historical results from the student
to state level which can be reviewed

or compared in a dashboard view, by
administration, overall and average

scale score, achievement level, strand
performance detail, and/or student group.

Longitudinal Reports can be filtered and
aggregated or disaggregated down to
the student level. Longitudinal Exports are
available to download in an Excel format.

The Longitudinal Reports and Export

User Guide is available on the Additional
Reporting Resources page under Reporting
Resources on PearsonAccess Next.

Longitudinal data at the organizational and
student level in PearsonAccess Next are
updated to include the current year when
MDE releases final assessment results.

Historical Student Data

Historical Student Data includes the
assessment history for students who
previously tested in the district and students
who are currently enrolled in the district.
Historical Student Data includes a student’s
achievement level, scale score, performance
details by strand, and test details.

The Historical Student Data User Guide

is available on the Additional Reporting
Resources page under Reporting Resources
on PearsonAccess Next.

Published Reports

Published Reports are PDF versions of

the final reports posted in PearsonAccess
Next. Final reports include ISRs, rosters,
and benchmark reports. Rosters are a list of
students with individual performance data.

Student rosters and ISRs are posted to
Published Reports in PearsonAccess Next at
the time the paper ISRs reach districts. MCA
benchmark reports are posted a few weeks
later.

Only users with the District Assessment
Coordinator (DAC) and Assessment
Administrator (AA) user roles in
PearsonAccess Next have access to
Published Reports.

The Published Reports Quick Guide is
available on the Additional Reporting
Resources page under Reporting Resources
on PearsonAccess Next.

View the Individual Student Reports
(ISRs) Resources page.

(PearsonAccess Next > Reporting
Resources > Individual Student
Reports (ISRs) Resources)




Use of Results

Preliminary assessment results provided in PearsonAccess Next can be printed and

shared with students and families to provide general information about student

progress in a timely manner. However, these results are not considered final, so they

cannot be shared or summarized publicly. Final assessment results are provided
publicly by MDE.

10

Results in PearsonAccess Next are considered preliminary for the
following reasons:

Many checks occur to ensure the scores of each student are correct and the
results are accurate; each item students receive is checked to ensure it is
scored correctly.

Test administration situations (e.g., test invalidations or irregularities) could
lead to changes from the preliminary results.

MCA and MTAS assessment data go through Posttest Editing in Test WES
before final reports are generated, and changes made during this process
could lead to final results that differ from the preliminary results available in
On-Demand Reports.

Although results available in Published Reports, Longitudinal Reports, and
Historical Student Data will reflect edits made during Posttest Editing, any
changes made after Posttest Editing would only be reflected in assessment
results at MDE. Even though this would be a rare occurrence, it is why final
data are provided by MDE.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

L exile Measure

Preliminary and final Reading MCA results
include a predicted Lexile measure for a
student’s ability, and an upper and lower
range that helps match readers with
literature appropriate for their reading
skills. When reading a book within the
predicted Lexile range, the reader should
comprehend enough of the text to make
sense of it, while still being challenged
enough to maintain interest and learn.
Visit lexile.com for more information
about the Lexile Framework.

Quantile Measure

Preliminary and final Mathematics MCA
results include a predicted Quantile
measure for a student’s ability, and an
upper and lower range that helps match
the student with materials appropriate
for their ability in mathematical skills
and concepts. Mathematics materials
within the predicted Quantile range

can challenge students without
overwhelming them. Visit quantiles.com
for more information about the Quantile
Framework.



TYPES OF REPORTS OF FINAL ASSESSMENT RESULTS

Considerations for this year’s results can be found in the 2021 Statewide Assessment
Reporting Guidance document on the District Resources web page (MDE > Districts,

Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > District Resources >
Test Score Interpretation Resources).

Reports available for 2021 are listed below.

Minnesota Department of Education Report Types

NAME FORMAT STUDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT STATEWIDE
Student Results Files

School (SSR) Online v

District (DSR) Online v

Test Results Summary Files

School Online v v v
District Online v v
Individual Student Report (ISRs) Shipments

ISR for Parent/Guardian/ Paper v v v v
Caregiver

Stuc!ent Results Labels Paper v

(optional)

Published Reports in PearsonAccess Next

Benchmark Reports by grade .

and subject for a school Sl 4

Benchmark Reports by grade .

and subject for a district el 4

PDF of ISRs Online v v v v
PDF of Roseters Online v

User guides for other Published Reports are available on the Additional Reporting Resources page.
(PearsonAccess Next > Reporting Resources > Additional Reporting Resources)
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e See page 7, Data Sites and
Resources, of this guide for
more information about the
District and School Student
Results (DSR/SSR) files and
Test Results Summary files
available through Secure
Reports on the MDE website.

e The ISRs are described
starting on page 24 of this
guide and are available
for 2021 for students who
received a score and for
those who did not participate
for reasons other than
extenuating circumstances.

e Videos, quick guides,
and samples of reports
can be found on the
Individual Student Reports
(ISRs) Resources page.
(PearsonAccess Next >
Reporting Resources >
Individual Student Reports
(ISRs) Resources)

e Other Published Reports in
PearsonAccess Next include
Benchmark Reports and
Rosters.



INTERPRETING SCORES AND ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS

You can find student-level results in the DSR and SSR files available in the Secure Reports section of the MDE website.

Student-level data on assessment results provides a useful starting point when this information is paired with information
from district and classroom assessments (Testing 1,2,3 site > Assess > Classroom Assessments).

12

e Achievement level.

e QOverall scale score.

® Performance in content areas within a subject.

MCA includes subscores, as strands and substrands, or as

performance level descriptors.

® The subscores (strands and substrands) for MCA
are reported on a standardized 1 to 9 scale that is
intended to facilitate comparison of strand
performance across strands and years. The ISRs
include performance level descriptors of below
expectations, at or near expectations, or above
expectations.

® The calculations for the strand/substrand scale
score and strand/substrand performance details
are different. The calculation for the performance
detail includes using the standard error of
measurement, which is an estimate of how much
error there is likely to be in an individual'’s
observed score, or how much score variation
would be expected if the individual were tested
multiple times with equivalent forms of the test.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

For 2021, the following types of individual student-level results are available.

MTAS includes subscores as extended standards.

The subscores (extended standards) for MTAS are
reported as raw score points earned and can only be
compared within a particular year. Such comparisons
can tell an organization about its strengths or areas
needing improvement relative to other schools or
districts.

Subscores based on raw score points are not equated
for differences in difficulty for a given year; one strand
or substrand may have items that are more difficult
than others. Thus, direct comparisons between
different subscores or across multiple years may be
misleading. Be cautious when making comparisons
between strands or substrands.



Examples

Development of the Achievement Level
Descriptors

Overall Test Results

The MCA and MTAS Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) give descriptive Scale Score: 1091
information of what typical students at each achievement level are expected to -
know of the Minnesota Academic Standards.

Achievement Level Descriptors appear as Performance Level Descriptors
on the Individual Student Reports (ISRs).

1001 — 1099
Exceeds
_) READING: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MCA-IIl RESULTS wines flapizait RESgMesn Fess: Wieet
401 440 450 466 499
T Performance Level ription:
Your Student 448 Studenis al iiie Tarviany wmeets the

Standards level demonstrate skills of the
Minnesota Academic Standards with limited
consistency and accuracy, and they interact
Partially = best with texts of basic to grade-level

s

School Average 474.3
District Average 457.5
State Average 450.6

complexity.
List Report (Preliminary)

The ALDs were developed focusing on the content of the Minnesota Academic PRt d frgigy) Fresosi B lepnth
Standards. Preliminary drafts of the ALDs were provided for the standard 315 Does NotMest M3001 EM105Q

. . . 366 Exceed: M3238 8800
setting panels as they began their work to determine cut scores for each of the o

. . . . an Meets R311 86sL
achievement levels. After standard setting, minor adjustments were made to more 31 Meets M3172 7550
accurately reflect the skills demonstrated by students at each of the achievement % Mests ol e
| | 329 Does Mot Maet R3071 4350
evel score ranges 343 Partially Meets M3089 3500

Educators have requested more detailed descriptions of the knowledge, skills, and
abilities demonstrated by students across the four achievement levels on the MCA,
beyond what the traditional Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) offer. Benchmark

ALDs are now available for Mathematics and Reading in grades 3-8 and high Your Student's MATHEMATICS Performance History
. Student Grade 3 4 5 B 7
school, and describe student performance at the benchmark level. e o N B

- No
Achigvement level of ﬁ
participation ' \%
student score on dueto \

grade level standards Meats Partially
COVID-19 Meets

View the ALDs and Benchmark ALDs on the Testing 1,2,3
site (Testing 1,2,3 site > Plan and Teach > Success Criteria)
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How to Use the Achievement Level
Descriptors

The Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) describe the four levels of
achievement specific to grade-level for the Minnesota assessments, based
on the standards.

Students who achieve the “Meets” and “"Exceeds” levels are considered
proficient with regards to the knowledge, skills and abilities (KSAs) described
in the academic standards.

Developed by panels of Minnesota teachers and content experts, the ALDs
were created by focusing on a set of questions in reference to the standards
and test specifications.

These questions might also be useful to educators in determining
performance levels when designing classroom assessments and learning
objectives:

* To what degree do students master each standard at each achievement
level?

e For which KSAs is it possible to describe gradations of performance
across four levels, and for which KSAs is it not feasible?

When using any of the Minnesota ALDs, it is important to remember that the
performance of an individual student at an achievement level may vary from
the descriptors.

14 MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Resources to help educators
understand scores for ACCESS
and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs

For ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS, the
following resources can be used to assist
families, teachers, and administrators
with moving from scores to practical
recommendations for the services and
instructional support of students.

All of these resources are available in the
WIDA Resource Library (WIDA website >

Resource Library).

Performance Definitions outline what a
student can do at each proficiency level in
each domain.

Can Do Descriptors highlight what
language learners can do at various stages
of language development across different
content areas.

Model Performance Indicators identify and
describe the language abilities a student
already has, the skills a student can work
on, and the instructional supports that
might be effective as a student develops
new language abilities.
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Examples

ﬂ;'?{\ SCIENCE: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MCA-IIl RESULTS
501 540 550 570 599
Your Studen’ 563 ' o

School Average 5701
District Average 538.4 |IE——

State Average 555.5 | g

Partially
Meets

EB% MATHEMATICS: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MCA-IIl RESULTS

Your Studer t 468
School Average 465.5
District Average 4486
State Average 4515

Partially | mrams
Macts, Meets.
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DESCRIPTIONS OF REPORTED RESULTS

MCA Overall Results

Scale Scores

® The raw score totals (points earned) for Science MCA are converted to a scale

score specific to each grade. For all grades of Reading and Mathematics MCA,
the scale score is not based on the raw score total; it is based on the specific
pattern of correct and incorrect responses given by the student. For all three
subjects, use the scale score to determine the student’s achievement level on
the test.

Each year, the test is equated for difficulty with the previous year's test.

This means the scale score has equivalent meaning and provides a valid
comparison from year to year for a given grade and subject provided that the
academic standards being assessed remain unchanged. Scale scores between
grades cannot be compared.

Refer to the table on the next page and on Testing 1,2,3 for further
information about comparing results across years.



Comparing Assessment Results from Year to Year

Use caution when interpreting trend data as assessments change when academic standards are revised, see additional information below
the table.

YEAR ACADEMIC FIRST YEAR ASSESSMENT

ASSESSMENT GRADES STANDARDS LAST BASED ON REVISED N RS L
REVISED STANDARDS

Mathematics
MCA and MTAS 3-8 2007 2011 2011 to 2021
Mathematics
oA e VoG 11 2007 2014 2014 to 2021
Science MCA
and MTAS 5, 8, HS 2009 2012 2012 to 2021
Reading MCA 3-8, 10 2010 2013 2013 to 2021
and MTAS

* For a framework to view the 2021 assessment results in, refer to the 2021 Statewide Assessment Reporting Guidance document
on the District Resources web page (MDE > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > District
Resources > Test Score Interpretation Resources).

Due to COVID-19, there was limited data for 2020 and no summary data was provided for any public or secure reports.

® Grades 3-8 Mathematics MCA and MTAS scores from 2011 ® Grades 5, 8, and high school Science MCA and MTAS scores
to 2021 can be compared as 2011 was the first year that those from 2012 to 2021 can be compared as 2012 was the first
assessments were based on the 2007 revised mathematics year that those assessments were based on the 2009 revised
academic standards. science academic standards.

® Grade 11 Mathematics MCA and MTAS scores from 2014 ® Grades 3-8 and 10 Reading MCA and MTAS scores from
to 2021 can be compared as 2014 was the first year that the 2013 to 2021 can be compared as 2013 was the first year that
assessment was based on the 2007 revised mathematics those assessments were based on the 2010 revised reading
academic standards. academic standards.

Note: New Minnesota Academic Standards are in the process of being adopted in Science and English Language Arts (ELA). These
new standards will not be assessed until 3-4 years after they have been adopted by legislation.
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Achievement Levels

There are four achievement levels for the MCA:
¢ Exceeds the Standards (proficient)
® Meets the Standards (proficient)
¢ Partially Meets the Standards (not proficient)
® Does Not Meet the Standards (not proficient)

Students are assigned an achievement level based

on their scale score. For the MCA, the diagram to the
right illustrates the commissioner-approved cut scores
used to assign achievement levels. The cut scores

for levels Partially Meets the Standards and Meets

the Standards are G40 and G50, respectively. The cut

score for level Exceeds the Standards varies by grade

and subject.

The Science MCA assessment raw scores are
converted to scale scores and more than one raw
score point may be assigned the same scale score,
except at the cut scores for each achievement level
or at the maximum possible score of G99. For more
information about understanding scale scores, visit

the Testing 1,2,3 website.

For details of of the raw score to
scale score relationship, visit the
Technical Reports section of the
MDE website.

(MDE website > Districts, Schools
and Educators > Teaching and
Learning > Statewide Testing >
Minnesota Tests > Technical Reports)
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Example from Report

23 MATHEMATICS: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MCA-IIl RESULTS

401 440 450 466 499

Your Student 468

School Average 465.5
District Average 448.6
State Average 451.5

Partially
Meets

The first one or two digits represent the grade.

The last two digits of
The last two digits of the number identify the

the number identify

position of the score on the grade scale. For

the position within
example, a grade 8 scale score might be 859,

the scale range.
and a grade 10 scale score might be 1059.

NOTE: Although the high school

MCA Scale Scores & Achievement Levels

Science MCA can be administered
. d 912 d d Does Not Meet Partially Meets Meets the Exceeds the
in any grade (9-12) depending on the Standards— | the Standards— Standards— Standards-
coursework completion, grade 10 Students at this Students at this Students at this Students at this
level succeed at | level partially meet | level meet this level exceed this
is used to represent the grade for few of the most | this subject's skills | subject’s skills for | subject’s skills for
) fundamental skills | for the Minnesota the Minnesota the Minnesota
the hlgh school scores. or the Minnesota Academic Academic Academic
Academic Standards. Standards. Standards.
Standards.
GO1 G40 G50
Partially
Meets Meets
(G01-G39) (G40-G49) (G50-G66) (G67-G99)

Each grade level will

have the same score range (GO1 to
G99), with G=Grade. For example, a
grade 8 scale score would be in the
range of 801-899. A grade 10 scale

The first two cut scores, G40
and G50, will be constant
over the years. The third cut
score varies by grade and

score would be in the range of 1001-

1099 subject. In the graphic above,

G67 is used as an example.



MCA Content Area Performance Details

A student’s performance in a content area within a subject is compared to the state expectations for the content area and reported as Below
Expectations, At or Near Expectations, or Above Expectations.

For more information on performance details on content areas, reference
the applicable test specifications on the MDE website.

(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning >
Statewide Testing > Test Specifications)

Mathematics MCA Content Areas

The Mathematics MCA content areas represent the four mathematics

strands from the 2007 Minnesota Academic Standards in
Mathematics.

Grades 3to 8

18

® Number and Operation (NOPS): may include understanding

meanings of numbers and operations, computing fluently, and

making reasonable estimates.

® Algebra (ALGS): may include using models to understand,
represent, and analyze patterns, relations, and functions.

* Geometry and Measurement (GMS): may include analyzing
properties of geometric shapes, understanding the units,
systems, and processes of measurement.

® Data Analysis (DANS) (grades 3-5) and Data Analysis and

Probability (DAPS) (grades 6-8): may include organizing and
displaying relevant data questions, understanding and applying

basic concepts of probability.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Grade 11
* Algebra (ALGS): identify features of functions and use them

to solve real-world and mathematical problems, generate
equivalent expressions, and solve equations and inequalities.

Geometry and Measurement (GMS): calculate measurements,
construct logical arguments to prove results, and apply
properties of figures to solve problems.

Data Analysis and Probability (DAPS): display and analyze
data, use various measures to draw conclusions, make
predictions, and calculate probabilities.



Reading MCA Content Areas

The Reading MCA content areas reflect the substrands of Literature
and Informational Text from the 2010 Minnesota Academic
Standards in English Language Arts, which are outlined in the test
specifications. All of the reading reports—grades 3-8 and 10—have
the same content areas.

e Literature (LSS): use strategies to analyze, interpret, and
evaluate fiction (such as short stories, fables, poetry, and
drama).

¢ Informational Text (INFS): use strategies to analyze, interpret,
and evaluate nonfiction (such as expository and persuasive text,
and literary nonfiction).

19 MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

The ten reading standards are organized under four skill domains.
The four skill domains are:

Key Ideas and Details (standards 1-3). Use text evidence
to make inferences, conclusions, and predictions; analyze
symbolism; recall cause/effect; sequence events; identify
relevant details; compare/contrast individuals and ideas;
summarize text, including main idea, plot, theme, and topic;
recognize literary elements; and define literary terms.

Craft and Structure (standards 4-6). Define literary
devices; use evidence to justify word meanings; recognize
word relationships, context, and structure; categorize
technical terminology; analyze tone; use figures of speech,
and features, format, and function of text structures; use
connotations, word history, and structure; interpret author’s
purpose; and identify transitions, mood, and style.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (standards 7-9).
Analyze author’s credibility, bias, and argumentation
methods; recognize sufficiency of evidence and validity
of reasoning; identify fallacies; and recognize effective
persuasion. Not assessed on the MCA.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity (standard
10). Not assessed on the MCA.

Within the skill domains, seven of the ten reading standards are

assessed on the Reading MCA. Standards 7, 9, and 10 are best
assessed using classroom measures and are not assessed on the
Reading MCA.



Science MCA Content Areas

The Science MCA content areas in grades 5 and 8 include all four
strands and in high school two strands are included from the 2009
Minnesota Academic Standards in Science.

Grade 5 Strands

® Nature of Science and Engineering (NSE): may include
conducting controlled scientific investigations, constructing
explanations based on evidence, and identifying engineering
solutions to problems.

¢ Physical Science (PSCS): may include describing and
experimenting with the properties of matter, light, heat, sound,
electricity, magnetism, and force and motion.

® Earth and Space Science (ESS): may include recognizing
positions of the Sun, Earth, and Moon, describing how
weathering and erosion shape Earth's surface, and how water
moves through the water cycle.

¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include comparing structures and
functions of organisms and relationships among organisms, and
understanding that individual differences give advantages in
survival.

Grade 8 Strands

* Nature of Science and Engineering (NSE): may include
understanding how humans affect scientific investigations,
designing and conducting investigations, communicating
results, and refining engineering solutions.

® Physical Science (PSCS): may include differentiating between
physical and chemical changes, understanding properties
of waves and force and motion of an object, and describing
changes in energy.

¢ Earth and Space Science (ESS): may include understanding
how forces affect motions of objects in the universe, describing
weather patterns, and understanding the processes that occur
on Earth.
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¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include identifying changes in energy
within an ecosystem, understanding cell processes and genetic
variation, and describing the effect of humans on ecosystems.

High School Strands

® Nature of Science & Engineering (NSE): may include
analyzing risks and benefits of engineering solutions, accurately
communicating scientific results, and testing hypotheses.
Substrands
e Practice of Science (POSS)
* Practice of Engineering (POES)
* Interactions among STEM and Society (INTS)

¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include describing cell functions and
processes, understanding relationships of organisms in an
ecosystem, and the role of DNA and variation in evolution.
Substrands
* Structure and Functions in Living Systems (SFLS)
* Interdependence among Living Systems (IALS)
* Evolution in Living Systems (EILS)

* Human Interaction with Living Systems (HILS)

CAUTION - Use care when interpreting data involving
few students or test items.

The more test items taken within content areas in a
subject, the more reliable the test results are.




MTAS Overall Results

Scale Scores

The raw score totals (points earned) for Mathematics, Reading, and Science MTAS are converted to a scale
score for each test subject and grade. This scale score represents how the student performed on the test.
Each year, the test is equated for difficulty with the previous year’s test, which means the scale score permits a
valid comparison of achievement from year to year for a given grade and subject (provided that the academic

standards being assessed have not changed).

Achievement Levels

There are four achievement levels for the MTAS:
e Exceeds the Alternate Achievement Standards
¢ Meets the Alternate Achievement Standards

¢ Partially Meets the Alternate Achievement
Standards

® Does Not Meet the Alternate Achievement
Standards

Students are assigned an achievement level based
on their scale score. The cut scores for levels Partially
Meets the Alternate Achievement Standards and
Meets the Alternate Achievement Standards for all
grades and subjects are 190 and 200, respectively.
The cut score for level Exceeds the Alternate
Achievement Standards varies by grade and subject.

Specific details regarding the raw score to
scale score relationship are reported on the
Technical Reports section of
the MDE website.

Example from Report

Comparison of the number
of points earned by the

student to the total number
of points possible.

-
MATHEMATICS AREA DESCRIPTION

POINTS EARNED* |
/POINTS POSSIBLE

May include understanding meanings of numbers and operations and how they

Number and Operation: relate to one another; computing fluently and making reasonable estimates.

May include models to understand, represent and analyze patterns, relations, and

Algebra: functions 9/12
May include analyzing characteristics and properties of two- and three-dimensional
ﬁenmm ’“‘! g ic shapes and d ping math ical arguments about geometric 2/3
leasurement: relationships; u ing the units, sy , and p of r ent. | /
Data Analysis and May include organizing and displaying relevant data qu - understanding and 5/6
Probability: applying basic concepts of probability.

4/6

L TOTAL:

20/ 27

>

* State averages for the areas and total are 3.7, 7.7, 1.7, and 4.7 respectively

MTAS Content Area Performance Details

A student’s performance in a content area within a
subject is reported by comparing the number of points
earned by the student to the total number of points
possible for each content area. The MTAS consists of
nine performance tasks per subject as identified in the
extended standard statements described in the MTAS
test specifications. Each task is worth 3 points, and
each MTAS content area is measured by a single task
or multiple tasks. The sum of a student’s content area
points earned is the student’s total points earned.

View the Technical Reports section of the MDE website.

(MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and
Learning > Statewide Testing > Minnesota Tests > Technical Reports)
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View all of the MTAS
performance descriptions
on the MDE website in the
MTAS Achievement Level
Descriptors document.

(MDE website > Districts,
Schools and Educators >

Teaching and Learning >
Statewide Testing >
Achievement Level
Descriptors)




Mathematics MTAS Content Areas
Grades 3to 8

®* Number and Operation (NOPS): may include

understanding meanings of numbers and operations and
how they relate to one another, computing fluently, and
making reasonable estimates.

Algebra (ALGS): may include models to understand,
represent, and analyze patterns, relations, and functions.

Geometry and Measurement (GMS): may include
analyzing characteristics and properties of two- and
three-dimensional geometric shapes and developing
mathematical arguments about geometric relationships,
understanding the units, systems, and processes of
measurement.

Data Analysis (DANS) (grades 3-5) and Data Analysis and
Probability (DAPS) (grades 6-8): may include organizing
and displaying relevant data questions, and understanding
and applying basic concepts of probability.

Grade 11
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® Algebra (ALGS): understand the concept of functions and

recognize, represent, and solve linear functions.

* Geometry and Measurement (GMS): know and apply

properties of geometric figures to solve real-world and
mathematical problems.

Data Analysis and Probability (DAPS): display and analyze
data to identify trends and describe relationships, and
calculate and apply probability concepts to solve real-world
and mathematical problems.
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Reading MTAS Content Areas

The Reading MTAS includes performance tasks that measure the
student’s understanding of short fiction and nonfiction passages.
Passages and tasks may be accompanied by pictures, symbols, and/
or objects. Students taking the Reading MTAS may listen to passages,
read the passages along with the teacher, or read the passages
independently.

Grade 3

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly.

Determine central ideas in a text; summarize the key supporting
details and ideas.

Recognize that individuals, events, and ideas develop over the
course of a text.

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text.

Grade 4

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make
simple inferences.

Determine central ideas in a text; summarize the key supporting
details and ideas.

Identify how individuals, events, and ideas develop over the course
of a text.

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text.

Grades 5 to 8 and Grade 10

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make
inferences.

Determine the main idea in a text; summarize key supporting
details and ideas.

Describe how individuals, events, and ideas develop (and/or
interact, for grade 10 only) over the course of a text.

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
multiple-meaning words.



Science MTAS Content Areas

Grade 5 High School
® Nature of Science and Engineering (NSE): may include ® Nature of Science and Engineering (NSE): may include
knowing and selecting the proper tools for scientific identifying a hypothesis and understanding how it guides
investigations and understanding their purpose. a scientific investigation, identifying data collection and a
. . , ) o o conclusion in a scientific experiment, and understanding that
* Physical Science (PSCS): may include identifying and giving scientific experiments can produce different results.
examples of the states of matter and understanding the role
temperature plays when matter changes from solid to liquid ¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include understanding that animals
to gas. and plants use different structures to obtain energy (e.g., mouth
. _ , for animals, leaves for plants), recognizing the factors that can
* Earth and‘Space Science (ESS): may include understanding affect an organism’s survival (e.g., the ability to find food and
hOW reducing, reusing, and re‘cycllng can hglp add.ress the water), identifying inherited traits, and identifying the risks and
environmental problem of solid waste and identifying how the benefits of humans on the environment.

components of the water cycle work together.

¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include sorting and classifying
common plants and animals based on their physical
characteristics and understanding how personal hygiene is
important to maintaining human health.

Grade 8

® Nature of Science and Engineering (NSE): may include
identifying common engineered systems, how people use
them, and ways they benefit daily life.

® Physical Science (PSCS): may include identifying states of CAUTION - Use care when interpreting data involving
matter, recognizing when matter has undergone a physical or few students or test items.
chemical change, and understanding how different forces (e.g.,
gravity, friction, pushes, pulls) affect the speed and direction of The more test items taken within content areas in a
objects. subject, the more reliable the test results are.

e Earth and Space Science (ESS): may include understanding
that landforms can change and identifying the effects of
weathering, erosion, and deposition on landforms over time.

¢ Life Science (LIFS): may include identifying and understanding
the functions of organs in the respiratory, circulatory, and
digestive systems (e.g., lungs, heart, stomach), and
understanding that some organisms cause diseases in humans.
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SAMPLE INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORTS

For 2021, an Individual Student Report (ISR) for reading, mathematics and/
or science is generated for students who completed and received a score,
and for students who did not participate for reasons other than extenuating
circumstances.

The ISR describes an individual student’s performance in terms of overall results,
performance level, and Minnesota Academic Standards for each subject. For
students who did not participate, the ISR shows why results are not included
(e.g., medical excuse). If a student participated in both MTAS and MCA for
different subjects, students receive separate ISRs for each.

See the glossary at the end of this guide for additional
information and definitions of terms on the ISR.

GRADES REPORT PAGE COUNT

One 4-page report includes the results for reading

3,4,6,and7 and mathematics

One 4-page report includes the results for reading,

Semelt mathematics, and science

High School Separate 2-page reports include the results for each
subject: grade 10 reading, grade 11 mathematics,
and science

View sample ISRs on the Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Resources
page.

(PearsonAccess Next > Reporting Resources > Individual Student
Reports (ISRs) Resources)
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Schools can receive paper copies of
ISRs for MCA and MTAS or choose to
instead retrieve electronic ISRs from
PearsonAccess Next. The ISR needs
to be shared with the student'’s
parent/guardian no later than Dec.1,
whether through a student
information system, mailed to the
student’s parent/guardian, or another
method chosen by the district.

Districts can also access final student-
level information through the DSR
and SSR files provided on the Secure

Reports section of the MDE website.

Refer to the table to the left for
report page counts by grade. If a
student participated in both MCA and
MTAS for different subjects, students
receive separate

ISRs for each.




Grades 3-8 Reports

Grades 3-8 MCA Sample Individual Student Report

On the grades 3-8 multi-subject reports, it may be the case that a student may not have
participated in all the assessments. In those cases, the reports indicate when no test data is
available and may include a reason such as absent or not enrolled.

Page 1

1. Student Demographic Information—
The report begins with demographic
information for the student, including:
Student Name, Grade, School, District,
Date, and Assessment.

2. Performance Meter—For each
reported subject, the Performance
Meter graphically indicates the student’s
overall score as an achievement level,
which is the performance level on the
ISR.

Standards—Next to the Performance
Meter is a description of the student’s
score in relation to what students at
each performance level are expected
to know of the Minnesota Academic
Standards.

3. State Percentile Rank—Data is not
available as this is not an appropriate
measure/use of results due to the
extenuating circumstances for the school
year.

25 MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

§ DEPARTMENT Firstname M. Lastname'
E m1 OF EDUCATION SCHOOL NAME
PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME
Compi

13
| These are your student's results from the Min

Spring 2021
Grade §

taken in the spring of 2021.

MINNESOTA ACADEMIC STANDARDS STATE PERCENTILE RANK

ﬂEAE!_'iG Firstname's score shows performance slightly
E below grade 5 standards Data is not available
MCA scores are used In distict planning and should diai OB
Sall ts used in discussions with other data al the classroom |
dally Meets |
A\THEMATICS
[ G Firstname did not participate in the test due to Data iz not available
' COVID-18 ‘ ‘ due to COVID-19
SCIEEEE Firstname's score shows performance that meets
- grade 5 standards Data is not available
' MCA scores are used in district planning and should b dua i GOVID-19
Meets used in discuszions with other data al the classroom lavel

L ' READING: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MCA-Ill RESULTS
501 540 550 567 599

i Student 548 I

ool Average 567 5

orict Aversge 556.3
Slate Average 550

Performance Level Description:
Sludents al the Partially Meets the
Standards level demonsirate skilts of the
Minnasota Acadamic Standards with mitsd
consistency and accuracy, and they interact
bast with texts of basic to grade-level
complesxity,

No participation due to COVID-19. Please
I contact your student’s school lor further
infermation.

School Average 562 1
District Average 548.4
State Average 5515

,f:_;, L SCIENCE: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MCA-IlIl RESULTS

Your Student 563
School Averege 570.1
District Average 538 .4 _l
State Average 5556 i

501 540 550 570 599
¥ =

i 'l Performance Level Description:

Sludents at the Meets the Standards level
I mest the science skills of the Minnssefa
Academic Standarde.

Local Use # 1234567830
WO0000-C000-00-000-0000000

BN Tn gov MARSS ID:

4. Overall Results—For each reported
subject, performance is indicated by a
student scale score, performance level,
and performance level description.

A scale score represents one of four
performance levels for each subject:
Exceeds the Standards, Meets

the Standards, Partially Meets the
Standards, or Does Not Meet the
Standards.

A graph for each subject provides

a comparison of the student’s
performance to the school, district, and
state average scale scores.

A scale score is derived by
converting a student's item
response pattern (Reading and
Mathematics MCA) or raw score
(Science MCA) to the reported scale
after accounting for differences in
test difficulty from one year to the
next.

5. School Use Numbers—MARSS
and Local Use numbers are
indicated at the bottom.



Grades 3-8 MCA Sample Individual Student Report—Pages 2 and 3

13. Performance History

6. Report 9. Lexile® Measure—The predicted Lexile measure of the student’s reading ability and the upper and e The tables show

Information— lower range that helps match a reader with literature appropriate for their reading skills. Available results for each

;tlg ?sz‘é:nite, for Reading MCA only. year the MCA was
given in the subjects

reported are at 10. Quantile® Measure—The predicted Quantile measure of the student’s mathematical ability and applicable to that

the top of the the upper and lower range that helps match them with materials appropriate for their ability in grade. When no

page. mathematical skills and concepts. Available for Mathematics MCA only. score is available, a
description of why is
included.

7. Performance

Indicators— e eSS s o ez T e * The four MCA
v _ Perfor Within Summers———DmeW emans  “GESOTA CONPRENKSNE ASSESSHIIS SEERES Achievement Levels
Performance on our students scors s campared o the stare ] .o these results? _— .
areas within & subject it reparted as Baiow Expacrama e, S0H sutisct and cantart area testad, p » How should a parent use thes oy, they are ona data point ameng many that sch include Does Not
content areas Abor Hoer or Abovn Expactat o200 In contee st rosults e  snapshot of student eaming tiom a0g day, (NEY
ont . =Sotow Expeciations (@) - At o e Expoctatons ®-.. * Wt moasuo closocm ST KOO0, e, chapter et and el exarts, 1 SSETe Meet, Partially Meets,
within each subject L} READING: Pe = Above Exgectations « Teuor oo cesroo et o € bt 0% S JCC ™ cochers oo for arees st o 1oL 5
rformance Detailg Fraw vl sk ¢ anes that pacd 2 = M d E d
i READING reirforos how those skils are faugh, and [0r 3058 FREREE L0 o o communicate regulary with their 18aChers. eets, an Xceeas
is reported as a AREA [ e ————— + Tale an advcats for o s, kesp ko Sl BCRICTE it the arade-level
compa rison to th @ iiiai Eﬁ;m; e Inerpent. an et fichion (such ax st soras, . » What does the year (0 year COmpares b:lﬂ: ;:?;:;iﬂle.bo that grada. When no score is 9
Balaw Expectations s results for aach year the MCA wes given in by d d
2 Informational Text:  Use stoategies 10 ancl » Thatatle ah e standards.
State eXpeCtat ions. nal Text: and ws:gwum;: b :;L‘h:m::xrum nanfiction (such as expasitry @ g;.—“:m m‘llﬁfﬁ;mr:‘::::::e:‘;s mlud‘a (Opes Mot Mest, Parfizly Meats, Masts, and Excesds the grade level standards.
A downward- Faading Loarning Losetor ) _oesret | S ——— e o PSR ¢ Students whose scores
Jov = : Fraficient’ tor accountanility L i g 5 tested in thal particular grade 1
pointing arrow MATHEMATICS: Performance Dptails * T ptovsmatLovel oo b8 7o e o 1 cncscrange o rads o groce. fall into the Meets the
I MATHEMATICS AREA DESCRIFTION [ Your ™ M tics, and Sci Performance His!.?ry SH—— Standards or Exceeds
: i e ul maaning numbars and oparations; t gl g i in g, 5 i MCA is below. The Lo
performance Number and Opecaton: 3 T g e e | oS o ks oo vl 1o Yoo s Gace b the Standards
be | oW state Algebra: ';‘n‘a“u'm";:;“m' urslerstand, reprasent and analyze patiens, realions. E:IT;::‘I:” Your Student's READING Performance Hisl:nr = = p e rfo rmance |eve | 5
" I Student Grade ¥ 4 B .
S EEEES Goomanyand i et o gt s s s | o et b Ly wo o are considered
. Dats Analysis: Mair Tchide i Shpheghry oo v o Mo Test Data Achimsem tevel of ry = " . "
a h OSIE | M:l:-m"a:': :mw La::anrpv:h:l ; °°°1::°°°'3 — Predicted Quanie® ! measu Au:\w HA sl s '"":‘ 'Em/m\ 'H:nré;l} > rOﬁ Clte rl;t | ':O '
} aiarmel el i x accountabili
doubl e h 'ea ded b : Your Student's MATHEMATICS Performance History Y
arrow indicates P 7 L e _ EY) G 3 3 ; ¥ 7 = purposes.
" ear 014 2020 2024
e 7 i scani or = =2 = ° i
performance e Stnce s Laliio] ol st - =, o N e A VA o The Achievement
at or near state S e ————— Rochew oo s e pariay camlo Level reported for a
. Physical Sclence: T . ninciriasy, magrwsise, and force and medGe. Expeclatians s
expectations, o aooans arhs ooy ot Gt s el (@) v __Your Students SCIENCE Performance History grade relates to the
weaigring ard erosion Brada 5 o 9
and an upward- S o ” e F P o N — T o Minnesota Academic
P il that iffars va e 2 A& o : and ceven it 1. N e e 0
poi .nt| ng arrow Life Scionce: HR i - :m?ﬁi f, .__i\ Sepencng o e Standard; tested in
indicates Sciance Learning Looflor = [ _searz_] that particular grade
performance - RosourcegfforLeaming e REmm— T only. When looking
r™ co webaila 2 g -ataleaic Tegting pa
above state e iy 8 oo pors i e ™ 3 3 o o Tt at results across
o 0 at e, bile.com & MDE wabsile > Disiricts, 0 .
expectations. = W i Myt gy 27 MO Tancin s > Acadenic Stanirs K12 grades, keep in mind

il range &t waps guanliles.com 1o mateh your stugant Wl
it and concepls:

et the pradicted O IMDE wobeits = Data Centar > Minnesata Roport Carg)

ability in mathematic

academic standards

S ———— change from grade to

grade.
8. Performance

Details— 11. Learning Locator™ Access Code—The code provides access to a website featuring
Description apd customized learning resources. The access code is specific to each student’s results.
performance in

content areas for 12. Resources and Learning—Additional information on Learning Locator codes, the Lexile
each subject. framework (Reading MCA only), and the Quantile framework (Mathematics MCA only).
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Grades 3-8 MTAS Sample Individual Student Report

On the grades 3-8 multi-subject reports, it may be the case that a student may not have
participated in all the assessments. In those cases, the reports indicate when no test data
is available and may include a reason such as absent or not enrolled.

Page 1
é YY) SEPARTMENT Firstname M. Lastna
; OF EDUCATION SCHOOL NAME Spring 2021
- PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME Grade &
. . 2 These are your student’'s results from the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills taken in the spring of 2021,

1. Student Demographic Information— T T AT S T ANCADE Overall Results—For each reported
The report begins with demographic READING Fastvina's Soors shows petommarics above gride subject, performance is indicated by a
information for the student, including: 8 altemate achievement standards student scale score, performance level,

ot MTAS s distict pl it
Student Name, Grade, School, District, g IR ssopes maveedin eplor fanmlng arcthonil b and performance level description.
Date, and Assessment. e A scale score is derived by converting
Firstname's score shows performance thal meets 1
grade & allernale achievement slandards a StUdents raw score to the reported
' MTAS scores are used in district planning and should he Scale after accountlng for dlﬁerences n
e In i Sl ith other data at the ci; n laval i
2 Performance Meter—For each Meets used n discussions wih other data at the cfassroom laval test difficulty from one year to the next.
reported subject, performance is SGIENCE Firstname's score shaws performance slightly State average scores are provided for
5 5 0 5 5 below grade B alternate achlevement standards g
graphically indicated and described in comparison.
o MTAS scores are used in district planning and should be
relatlon to the eXtended Standards Of Partially Meets used |n discussions with ather data at the classroom lavel

the Minnesota Academic Standards.

READING: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MTAS-IIl RESULTS

100

180

= 235  Performance Level Description:

Given little or no verbal, visual, andior
tactile supports, which provide extra context
about the task to be completed, students at
{he Exeeeds level succeed at most of the
Mg on the extended standards of the
veBulg Acedemic Standards in reading

Your Student 235 A scale score represents one of four

performance levels for each subject:
Exceeds the Alternate Achievement
Standards, Meets the Alternate
Achievement Standards, Partially Meets
the Alternate Achievement Standards,
or Does Not Meet the Alternate

With the cccasiongl use of SUppons,
sudents &t the Meets |evel succeed al
mary of the skills on the extended

of the i
Standards in matnematics.

Your Student 204

State average score is 199.6

Achievement Standards.

Eﬁn\ SCIENCE: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL MTAS-lIl RESULTS

51 190 200 234 265  Performance Level Description:

T Given frequent verbal, visual, andlor tactile
SUppons, which provide extra context about
the taesk to be completed. students at the

Partiall PR Partially Meets |evel succoed at some of
M" Meets | the ekilla on the extended standards of the

Saate average score s 2085 Minnasota Academic Standards in scienca

Your Student 198

education. mn.gov MARSS ID; 1234567800123 Local Use & 1234567800

4. School Use Numbers—MARSS and Local Use
numbers are indicated at the bottom.
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Grades 3-8 MTAS Sample Individual Student Report—Pages 2 and 3

5.

28

Report

o NNESOTA TEST OF ACADEMIS rrTY Firatname M. Lastname
Information— , B — e e =
The test, date, g ™ e | ATHEMATICS: PERFORMANCE DET

Hit

= Performance within Subjects = - .
nnesota Test .
-MT?:s;onnm:s of fing perfoamance | of Am.emb ::bg:‘ (MTAS) Scoring Rubric Firstname's score Meets the B o i aumdf“ﬂd v h‘“mm
udent responds Cortectly without assistance = 3 poi + POINS arg samed according (o the Quitalines below, Swdum;l m:\'“un ";:nv:;:mumu; e oxt. tha shudents may e strate: B abilly fo:

mathematics.
1de addticnnl supoort = 2 points iy

_W‘ : bk reas t one variabla ks given.
' when the value of O
Aot o £ Bl e e
« Estirnate line ol best fit on scaltarpiols.

and student
reported are at
the top of the

page.

amic Standards in

I
POINTS EA:;E?_'E
" DESCRIFTION /POINTS PO!
! 7 MATHEMATICS AREA
L. READING: PERFORMANCE DETAILS o R e W o T a6
. ; - Number and Cperation: qiaig io cre another. computing fiuenlly Grd makirg reasonable estimates. !
MTAS Scorlng Firstname's scare Exceeds the Reading Alt Achi st May includa models 1o Lnderssan, roprasen and anafyze patles, rolations, and T/12
=1 E Algebea; functions. 1
Ru b ric Th is in faaglr:g.:lfi?vsen littie ;:uim i ".-:::1;! E:';aﬂ’ ml’:&"‘“’“ T Gty s tinéscin Aol Blarsare nd May kel I soicbitigl ot 2/3
compiated, the students may dumc;nmrahellna ability 10 " YL TRV {0 GO Sonext sbois iy ki be sl e e . nl?:;“uﬂ"i‘!’:!';:l:mu:.l :’»%‘Jn":::ﬁ:m:! r;ma;urmml |
i Key Ideas and Dotails: Make Daiviaén the midli s . Data Analysis and May inclute crgarizing and displaying relevant oAl questions; understanding and 5/6
ru b ric was Used fdantity mubtiphe traits and behaviors of characters; compare and contrast charassiers; =mw5lw u‘::: :»:J”:}'?ﬁmny“ Probabll?z: apphing basic cancepts of prababiity.
b the Test questions aboul & stary, poem, o Informaticaal fexd: saQUANC Bvents or Shps in & pmcess. MEke rEvANE Sonnecong e Ty ]
Yy batwean charactars and setling; summariza whala 1ax1; identily cause and aect; draw apprapriste conchusions based on 8 s
i literal interprotation of a reading passage: make logical s , and jzsticns bused on & reacing RN A SO, TR S R A R ey
Administrator to passage: and identily the piot of a story.
Craft and Structure: Determing literal i | e words o ik ing wards by using context csues; and af
score MTAS tasks he meaning of new orade-fevel, contar area i\ SCIENCE: PERFORMANCE DETAILS
along with a task- —
gf- ipt READING AREA DESCRIPTION O Firstname's score Partially Meets the Sci Achi
) CMNTS POds Studants al the Partially Meets laval succeed al some of tha skills o the et i i
SpeCl IC SCrli p P ——— R — 6/8 Standards in seence. Given fraquent vertal, visual, andior taclile supporis i ’":’ii?&'fifﬁfﬁeﬁ'"ﬁﬁ?m’fxﬁﬁa
Datarmine the man idea in & e, summarize key supporing defshs and ideas. 6/6 mmp:’:::n;“::\;m, mwluemmsumnhg ability ta:
= people use common anginesared
Dascribe tow indivicusss, svers, and ieas davelop cver the courss of a taxt 1212 el e osabisciniach a";m,-;i:.f ;‘,:.;ér:s
irerpret words and pheases 83 thay are used ¥ taxt, inchding mulliple-meaning words: 3/3 = mﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬁg&%ﬁ;:gﬂ&;:“m
There ware three reading passages included in the assessmant, Your shudant had | 17 * ndarstand that the human body contains crgans that have diffarant functio
i 1ot by {hve bast Asministralor, TOTAL: k2 * Recognize thal diseasas i i
. ?sg:‘;;gmeﬂﬂﬂ '::3 along Wi h st agmimeatos, ard SRy St
« read 1 passagels) independantly
« State averagas for tha aress a1 total are 4.4, 47, 9.8, 3.0, and 21.9 respeciivily SCARMCE AREA TIoN POINTS EARNED" )
Nature of Science and  Way vl POINTS PO!
iy SSIBLE
Engineering: iy Shay bomali gasily i ¥ . b people use them, and i
" May irclude inennf
P Fying states of t
hyadoal Scienco:  gnysical o chamical change a0 s o dirent oo o v 3
Earth and Space e 3 Attt and drsction of ohacts, + gravity, 2/a
ay Include urdamtands 1 5
Sciance: woslhering, arotion, we &m""ilif‘#'ﬂ'ﬁ'{;‘ﬁaﬁ,""ﬁ.’:‘f‘.ﬂ; a0t ertiting o affects of
Life - May include identifyin 55, e s
Science: mepioey. :rﬁ:l.?‘u-fmm;m “"‘mﬂm':: ET;."?"‘ o cegans in he
B o i e 2 T, o) an or0
LT — TOTAL:
% & otal ar0 3.8, 1.4, 4.6, 7.6, ang 17.7 respectivaly, L
el izatian. QoY sducabion mn. goy

8. Reading Access—Describes how the student accessed the reading
passages. For Reading MTAS only, during test administration the
Test Administrator indicated how the student accessed each reading
passage. The choices available for each passage are: the passage was
read independently by the student, the student read along with the Test
Administrator, and the Test Administrator read the passage to the student.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Performance
Details—For each
subject, performance
is presented and
described in terms
of the alternate
achievement
standards.
Additionally, content
areas within extended
standards for the
subjects are listed
and described

with performance
indicated.
Performance is
reported in points
earned compared to
points possible for
each content area
and the total. State
averages for the
content areas and
total are provided for
comparison.



Grades 3-8 MTAS Sample Individual Student Report—Page 4

L L pedas —wmn & 9 Report Information—
DEPARTMENT Minnesota Test of Acaden® Js (MTAS-III) The test date and
M S oucstion Reading, Mathematics, and Science § subjectsl repor’ted are at
Senoos D the top of the page.
123 Firat 51

City Mame, MN 12345

10 Address Section—The Optional Parent or Guardian Name
g Guardi Fi . Last:
school can use this area to by phdadord i =
N HH Optional Address Line 2
print an address for mailing e e 2

the ISR to the student'’s
home. The school district
return address has been
pre-printed. The report
must be tri-folded in order
to take advantage of this
section.

» What is this report about?

» Thiz Individual Student Beport (ISR) provides your student’s results on the Minnesota Assessments taken in the spring of
2021 to measure student knowledge and abilities on the extended standards of the Minnesota Acadamic Standards.

= Far each reporled subject, overall performance Includes your studant's score and related Alternate Achlevement Standard
leval, and state average scora.

= Your student's perfarmance details in contant areas within extended standards include pointz earned comparad to paints
possible for each content area and the total, including state averages for each of those score areas.

» When reviewing student scores and stale averages, kesp in mind that each student has unigue nesds consdered in the

11. For More Information—

ThIS SeCtiOﬂ addresses administration of tasks, which infl p on this p [
. » I you have questions about the results, we encourage you to comtact your student's school.
frequently asked queSt'ons ~ Who takes these assessments and why?
and includes links for Minnesota Assessmants are taken by all public students in gradas 3-8 and 11 on mathematics, in grades 3-8 and 10 en
reading. and in gradas 5, 8, and once in high school on scienca. Students with the mast significant cognitive disabilities may
resources to | earn more take the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS),
about the Minnesota » Where can | find information for parents/guardians?

Vigw short videos, quick guides, and an interp guide on the Individual Studant Reports (1I5As) Resources links below.
Assessments. » MTAS ISR Quick Guide (mi com = Aeporting A = Individual Student Repons (ISAs)
Resources > MTAS ISR Quick Gulde]
= Undarstanding the MTAS ISR Videa (minnesota. pearsonaccessnaxt.com > Reporting Resources > Individual Student
Reports (I5Rs) Resources > Undersianding the MTAS I13R Video)
= |Infarprative Guide for Minnesota Assessment Henurl.s Immnamla com > Aeporting Aesources =

Individual Student Reporis (I5Rs} Resc P Guide for Mi A it Reports)

» How can | get this reportin a translated language or an alternative format?

To request this Individual Student Report be made available in a translated language or an alternative format, such as large
print, Braille, or as an audio file, contact Statewide Tasting by email at mde testing @ state.mn.us, by phone 651 582-8674 or
by fax 651-582-8874. TTY users may call the Minnesota Felay Servica at 711

education. mn.gov
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High School Reports

High school students take the MCA or MTAS in each of the following grades and
subjects:

® Readingin grade 10

® Mathematics in grade 11

e Science in the year of high school life science coursework completion

The following grade 11 Mathematics MCA sample ISR serves as an example of
an ISR for all high school MCA subjects and includes all of the elements and
explanations for all sections present on MCA high school reports.

The following grade 10 Reading MTAS sample ISR serves as an example of an ISR
for all high school MTAS subjects and includes all of the elements and explanations
for all sections present on MTAS high school reports.

3
°
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High School MCA Sample Individual Student Report

Page 1

2.

31

Performance Meter—The meter graphically
indicates the student'’s overall score as an
achievement level, which is the performance
level on the ISR. Next to the Performance
Meter is a description of the student’s

score in relation to what students at each
performance level are expected to know

of the Minnesota Academic Standards.
Percentile rank is not available as this is not
an appropriate measure/use of results due to
the extenuating circumstances for the school
year.

1. Student Demographic Information—The report begins with
demographic information for the student, including: Student
Name, Grade, School, District, Date, and Assessment.

Spring 2021
Grade 11

A Ialpoﬂn the spring of 2021,
FATE PERCENTILE RANK

Firstname M. Lastname

SCHOOL NAME
PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT MAME

m DEPARTMEN
OF EDUCATI

These are your student's results from the Mi C

MINNESOTA ACADEMIC STANDARDS

Firstname's score shows performance above
grade 11 standards

Data Is not avallable
due to COVID-19

MCA scores are used in distret planning and shopfld be
used In discussions with other data at the classppf

v 4

Overall Results—Performance is indicated

by a student scale score, performance level, 5] MATHEMATICS: FIRSTNAME'S OVERALL M7(m RESULTS
and performance level description. ik 1101 110 1150 164 1190

ur Student 1166
“chool Average 11631
District Average 1148.4
State Average 11505

Exceeds

Performance Level Description:
Students at the Exceede the Stan
feval excead the mathamatics skills Af the
Minnesata Academic Standards

A scale score is derived by converting a
student’s item response pattern (Reading
and Mathematics MCA) or raw score
(Science MCA) to the reported scale after
accounting for differences in test difficulty
from one year to the next.

Mathemaﬂcsfeﬂormance Details

wr student's score is p 1o the state exp iongf for math ics and its content areas. Performance in ent

‘a5 is raparted as Below Expeciations, At or Near Expficlations, or Above Expactations.
@ = Below Expectations = At or Near Expectations . = Above Expectatio

A scale score represents one of four [UATHEMATIC AR /_ DESCRIFTION PERFGRMANCE
. . Algebra: Icdentify features of Punctions wse tham ta sohe res-world and mathematical problems, @ At orNear
performance levels for each subject: e o sl 4 ot i i Expnna
Hry 5 fruct Iogcslamumomsworm resuits, and apply propames of
Exceeds the Standards, Meets the Measurement: Pt 0 o s @ e
. Data Analysie and Display and anaiype data; Ls5e various measunes to draw conclusions, make predicticns, and
Standards, Partially Meets the Standards, Probabiy: prirhg oy . @ ~Feo

Predicted Quantile®*) measure: 1275Q and range: 1225

Mathematics L%fﬂg Locatar™*) | 645759

Mathematifs Career and College Readiness (CCR,
Your studeyit's score is 1166.

or Does Not Meet the Standards.

For comparison to the student score,
school, district, and state average
scale scores for tested students and
corresponding performance levels are
provided graphically.

MNead More Information en  Enroliment in Cos
Level Course

I O Course Unless
Additional Infarmation Indicates Otherwise Readiness

1162 to 1167
1146 o 1147
1146 10 1148

1158 or above
1148 or above
1150 or above

Callege algetra MCAII scare below 1152
Statistics MCA-I score below 1146

Other mathematics MCA-II ecore below 1145

Performance Details—Performance on
content areas within each subject are
reported as a comparison to the state
expectations. A downward-pointing
arrow indicates performance below state
expectations; a horizontal double-headed
arrow indicates performance at or near
state expectations; and an upward-pointing
arrow indicates performance above state
expectations.

Retain this score report for use if completing the admissions process at a Minnesota State college or university. For more
Information please contact Minnesata State colleges and universities or your student's schoal.

- Resources for Learning
* Enler the Learning Locator™ code for each subject at mn.pearsonperspactive.c
mapped lo your sludant's lest resulls.
«» Enfer the predict
ability in math

pectivel to select reso

g8 at www.guantiies com fo mateh your student with materials appropriate for thel
|\ concepts.

MARSS ID: 1234567890123

Local Use ¥ 1234567000

mrndchyy-Z0000000-0000-00-000- 0000000

10. School Use Numbers—MARSS and Local Use
numbers are indicated at the bottom.

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Learning Locator™ Access Code—
The code provides access to a

website featuring customized learning
resources. The access code is unique
for each student and subject.

Quantile® or Lexile® Measure—Mathematics
MCA ISRs have a predicted Quantile measure
of the student’s mathematical ability and the
upper and lower range that helps match them
with materials appropriate for their ability in
mathematical skills and concepts. Reading
MCA ISRs have a predicted Lexile measure of
the student'’s reading ability and upper and
lower range that helps match a reader with
literature appropriate for their reading skills.

Career and College Readiness (CCR)—The
CCR Goal Score is an indicator that performance
is on track to demonstrate career and college
readiness on a college entrance exam at the end
of grade 11. Student scores below the CCR Goal
Score may indicate a student’s performance

is not on track to meet career and college
readiness. CCR Goal Scores are not reported for
science.

Using MCA Scores for Course Placement—
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities may
use high school Reading and Mathematics
MCA scores in determining course enrollment.
For more information, view the Minnesota
State Academic Readiness page (minnstate.
edu >System Office Divisions > Academic and
Student Affairs > Student Affairs > Academic
Readiness > how MCAs are used).

Resources for Learning—Additional
information on Learning Locator codes, the
Lexile framework (Reading MCA ISRs only), and
the Quantile framework (Mathematics MCA ISRs
only).



High School MTAS Sample Individual Student Report

Page 1

1.

32

Student Demographic Information—

The report begins with demographic
information for the student, including:
Student Name, Grade, School, District, Date,
and Assessment.

Performance Meter—Performance is /
graphically indicated and described in
relation to the alternate achievement
standards.

Overall Results—Performance is indicated by
a student scale score, performance level, and
performance level description.

A scale score is derived by converting a
student’s raw score to the reported scale after
accounting for differences in test difficulty
from one year to the next.

A scale score represents one of four
performance levels for each subject: Exceeds
the Alternate Achievement Standards, Meets
the Alternate Achievement Standards, Partially
Meets the Alternate Achievement Standards,
or Does Not Meet the Alternate Achievement
Standards.

The state average score is provided for
comparison.

013D HSTIW

DEPARTMEN Firstname M. Lastname
m1 OF EDUCATI SCHODL NAME Spring 2021
PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME Grade 10

These are your student's results from the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills taken in the spring of 2021.

ALTERNATE ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS

Firstname's score shows performance above grade
10 altermate achievemen! standards

MTAS scores are used in district planning and should be
used in discussions with other data al the classroom level

237

, visual, andfor

Given litle of ne
i provide extra context

tactile supports,

el succeed at most of the
ded standards of the
ademic Standards in reading.

Minnesata

State average core (s 2065

L.} READING PERFORMANCE DETAILS V

Test of A ic Skills (MTAS) Scoring Rubric
The MTAS consists of nine performance tasks. For each task, points are eamed according to the guidefines below.
» The student responds correctly without assistance = 3 points
= The student responds comrectly to the task after the test administrator provides additional support = 2 points
* The student responds incormectly to the task after the test administrator has provided additional support = 1 point
= Tha studant does not respond 1o the task or the student's responsa |s unrelated 1o 1he task = 0 points

-
Fi 's score E is the Reading Alternate Achievement Standards

Studerits at the Exceeds level succeed al most of the skills on the sxiended of the in i3
Gilven liitle or no verbal, visual, andfer tactile supports, which provide exira conlext about the task to be completed, the students 1
demonstrate the ability to;

Key Ideas and Details: Make conneclions between (he main ideaieniral message and key details of a reading passage,
traits and bahaviors of characters; compare and contrast characters; answer literal and basic inferential questions about,
informalional text; sequence events of sleps in a process; make relevant between P
tent; identify cause and affect; draw app sores based on a of

i 3 cand based on & reading passage: and identity the plot of & story

ing words by using contex c

ity multigle
lory, posm, or
whaile

Craft and Structure: Determing literal
al new grade-level, content area vocabulary

of new and muitipée-

READING AREA DESCRIFTION

Read closely to determine what the teid says explicilly and make inferences
Determane the main ldea in a lext; summarize key supporting defalls and ideas, B/6

Describe how individuals, svents, and ideas develop andior intersct ever i 10/12

5.

N

Interprat words Bnd phrases Bs they are used in text Ultiple-mesnsng wards. 3/3
Thara weare three Wmassm. “Your student had
» 0 passageds) by the test administrator, ”
= resd 2 passage(s] along with the test administrator, and TOTAL: s/
|+ read 1 passage(s] independanly
* State averages for the a lore 4.8, 24, 8% 26 and 187 respactively
BOLCHLON. MN.Gov MARSS D Local Use #.
\ MMy ZDO00000-0000-00-000- D0 0000

MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Performance Details—Performance is
presented and described in terms of the
alternate achievement standards. Additionally,
content areas within subjects are listed and
described with performance indicated.
Performance is reported in points earned
compared to points possible for each content
area and the total. State averages for the
content areas and total are provided for
comparison.

Reading Access—Describes how the
student accessed the reading passages.
For Reading MTAS only, during test
administration the Test Administrator
indicates how the student accessed each
reading passage. The choices available for
each passage are: the passage was read
independently by the student, the student
read along with the Test Administrator,
and the Test Administrator read the passage
to the student.

\> 7. School Use Numbers—MARSS and Local Use

numbers are indicated at the bottom.



High School MCA or MTAS Sample Individual Student Report—Page 2

8. Report Information—The ST T Spring 7091
test, date, and subjects YY) SEPARTMENT Minnesota Comprehensive Asscesments (MCA-Ill)
reported are at the top of OF EDUCATION Mathematics
the page.

p g Schoal District
P.O. Box 1234
123 First 5t
City Mama, MN 12345
Optional Parant or Guardian N_ams
9. Address Section—The vty Al Lastane
H Opti | Add Lina 2
school can use this area to i denoog il

print an address for mailing
the ISR to the student’s
home. The school district
return address has been
pre-printed. The report must
be tri-folded in order to take
advantage of this section.

» What is this report about?

= This Individual Student Report (ISR} providas your student's resulis on the Minnesota Assessmeants taken in the spring of
2021 lo measure student knowledge and skills on the Minnesola Academic Standards.

= This ISR includes your student's overall score and performance level in each subject tested and the average scores 1 0 F M
studants at your school, your district, and at the state level. . For IvViore
o I you ha.ve questions about the results, we encourage you \u.eonbad your s‘urjiant's schaol. . . |nformation_Th s
= The Achievement Level reported for a grada relates to the Minnesota academic standards fested in that parficular grade ot o
When looking at resulls across grades, keep in mind academic slandards change from grade Lo grade. section a dd resses
. - asEme ]
Who takes these assessments and why’ frequently asked
The Minnesata Assessmants are taken by all public students in grades 3-8 and 11 on mathematics, in grades 3-8 and 10 on 5 o
reading, and in grades 5, 8, and once in high schoal on science. qUeStlonS and |nC| Udes
S : iz n 2
» Where can | find information for parents/guardians? links for resources
View short videos, quick guidas, and an interpretive guide on the Individual Student Beports (ISAs) Resourcas links below. t | b t
o MCA ISR Quick Guida (mi . pearsor .com > Reporting R > Individual Student Reports (1ISRs) O learn more abou
Resources = MCA 1SR Quick Guide 1
* Understanding the MCA ISR Vidao (mir pears: 1ext.com > Reporting Resources > Individual Student Reports th e Minnesota
{ISRs) Resources = Understanding the MCA 1SR Vidao) Assessments.

» [Inlerpretive Guids for Minnesota Assessmeant Raparts (minnesola pearsonaccassnaxt.com > Reparting Resources =

Individual Student Reports (1I5As) Resources > Interpretive Gulde for Minnasota Assessment Reports)
- How can | get this report in a translated language or an alternative format?

To requast this Individual Student Report be made avai ina aor an ive format, such as large
print, Braille, or as an audic file, contact Statewide Testing by email at mde.testing@ state.mn.us, by phone 651 582-8674 or
by fax 651-582-8874, TTY users may call the Minnesota Relay Service at 711

edUCETon, mn goy
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Student results labels provide test score
information for students participating in the
assessment.

These labels can be used on the student’s hard-

co ermanent file.
Py P Student name

Districts determine whether they want to receive
student labels for standards-based accountability
assessments.

District and school
where test was taken

For 2021, student results labels will
be created for students with a

valid score or test code other than
EXC-A or EXC-N.

Student demographic
data: Grade, Date of Birth,
Gender, MARSS/SSID
Number, and Local Use
Number

For each subject in the assessment,
information includes the student’s scale
score and achievement level or reason
for non-participation.

34 MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

Sample Student Results Labels

Testing year

Name: Lastname, Firstname M.
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA-III) Sprinag 2021

District: DISTRICT NAME MAX NUMB OF CHARACTER (0000-00)
Schoaol: _SCHOOL NAME MAX NUMBER OF CHARACTER (0000-00-000)

Grade: 8 DOB: 01/01/2000 MARSS/SSID: 1234567890123
Gender: M Local Use #: 1234567890

Subject Scale Score Achievement Level

Reading Invalidation Due to Student Action

Mathematics No Participation Due to COVID-19

Science 845 Partially Meets the Standards

Name: Lastname, Firstname M.

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA-Ill) Spring 2021
District: DISTRICT NAME MAX NUMB OF CHARACTER (0000-00)

School: SCHOOL NAME MAX NUMBER OF CHARACTER (0000-00-000)

Grade: 8 DOB: 01/01/2000 MARSS/SSID: 1234567890123
Gender: M Local Use #: 1234567890
Subject Scale Score Achievement Level
Reading 875 Exceeds the Standards
Mathematics 825 Partially Meets the Standards
Science 845 Does Not Meet the Standards

Name: Lastname, Firstname M.

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA-Ill) Spring 2021
District: DISTRICT NAME MAX NUMB OF CHARACTER (0000-00)

School: SCHOOL NAME MAX NUMBER OF CHARACTER (0000-00-000)

Grade: 8 DOB: 01/01/2000 MARSS/SSID: 1234567890123
Gender: M Local Use #: 1234567890

Subject Scale Score Achievement Level

Reading Not Completed Due to COVID-19

Mathematics 825 Does Not Meet the Standards

Science No Participation Due to COVID-19



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Glossary

Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)—ALDs provide descriptive
information of what typical students at each achievement level are
expected to know of the Minnesota Academic Standards.

NOTE: Achievement Level Descriptors appear as Performance Level
Descriptors on the Individual Student Reports (ISRs).

Achievement Levels—For MCA: There are four achievement levels:
Exceeds the Standards (proficient), Meets the Standards (proficient),
Partially Meets the Standards (not proficient), and Does Not Meet the
Standards (not proficient). Students are assigned an achievement level
based on their scale score.

For MTAS: There are four achievement levels: Exceeds the Alternate
Achievement Standards, Meets the Alternate Achievement Standards,
Partially Meets the Alternate Achievement Standards, and Does Not Meet
the Alternate Achievement Standards.

Benchmark Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)—Benchmark ALDs
provide more detailed descriptions of the knowledge, skills, and abilities
demonstrated by students across the the four achievement levels on the
MCA, beyond what the traditional Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)
offer. Available for math and reading only.

Career and College Readiness (CCR)—For high school Reading and
Mathematics MCA, CCR is a graphical representation of a student’s
"progress” score compared to the CCR Goal Score. CCR Goal Scores

are identified by directly linking scale scores on these tests to scores on

the corresponding subject-level subtests from a nationally recognized
college entrance exam. At each grade, CCR Goal Scores are indicators that
performance is on track to demonstrate career and college readiness on

a college entrance exam at the end of grade 11. A high school student’s
MCA scale score for a subject is on the same scale as the CCR Goal Score

35 MINNESOTA INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

for that subject and can be interpreted for performance comparison. If a
student’s MCA scale score is at or above the CCR Goal Score, he or she is
expected to be able to successfully complete credit-bearing coursework
at a two- or four-year college or university or other credit-bearing post-
secondary program without any need for remediation. Student scores
below the CCR Goal Score may indicate that the student’s performance is
not on track to meet career and college readiness, and the student may
benefit from remediation. CCR Goal Scores are not reported for science.

Individual Student Report (ISR)—An Individual Student Report (ISR) is the
final and official report of a student’s assessment results provided by MDE
to districts to distribute to parents or guardians.

Learning Locator™ Access Code—The access code is unique for each
student and subject. The code provides access to a website featuring
customized learning resources.

Lexile® Measure—The predicted Lexile measure of the student’s reading
ability and the upper and lower range that helps match the student with
literature appropriate for his or her reading skills. Available for Reading
MCA only.

Longitudinal Reports—Longitudinal Reports include historical test
results in a graphical display at the student, school, district, and/or

state level for review or comparison by administration (test and year).
Comparisons include overall and average scale score, achievement level,
strand performance detail, and/or student group. A Dashboard view will
display performance comparisons across all tests, as they apply to the
administration being reported, in a summary graph for a side by side
comparison. Longitudinal reports are available in PearsonAccess Next.



MCA Scores for Course Placement—Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities may use high school Reading and Mathematics MCA scores in
determining course enrollment. For more information view the Minnesota
State Academic Readiness page (minnstate.edu >System Office Divisions
> Academic and Student Affairs > Student Affairs > Academic Readiness >
how MCAs are used) .

MTAS Scoring Rubric—This 0-3 rubric is used by the Test Administrator to
score MTAS tasks.

On-Demand Reports—On-demand reports are preliminary test results
that are available within 60 minutes after testing or data entry is completed.
On-demand reports are available for all online assessments and for student
responses in paper accommodated test materials that are entered online.
On-demand reports are available in PearsonAccess Next.

Percentile Rank—State percentile rank is not available for 2020 or 2021 as
this is not an appropriate measure/use of results due to the extenuating
circumstances for the school year.

Performance Details—For MCA: The student’s performance on content
areas within each subject is compared to state expectations. A downward-
pointing arrow indicates student performance below state expectations;

a horizontal double-headed arrow indicates student performance at or
near state expectations; and an upward-pointing arrow indicates student
performance above state expectations.

For MTAS: For each subject, student performance is presented and
described in terms of the alternate achievement standards. Additionally,
content areas within extended standards for the subjects are listed and
described with student performance indicated. Student performance is
reported in points earned compared to points possible for each content
area and the total. State averages for the content areas and total are
provided for comparison.

Performance History—Tables included on MCA Individual Student
Reports (ISRs) show results for each year the MCA was given in the subjects
applicable to that grade. When no score is available, a description of

why is included. A student may have no performance history if he or she
transferred from a different school district. A student may have gaps in
performance history if he or she left Minnesota school districts or previously
took a different assessment, such as MTAS.
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Performance Level Descriptors—See Achievement Level Descriptors
(ALDs). Referred to as Performance Level Descriptors on ISRs.

Performance Meter—For grades 3-8 MCA: For each reported subject,
the Performance Meter graphically indicates the student’s overall score as
an achievement level, which is the performance level on the ISR. Next to
the Performance Meter is a description of the student’s score in relation to
what students taking the MCA are expected to know at each performance
level of the Minnesota Academic Standards (Standards), how the student
performed compared to their peers in the state (State Percentile Rank),
and, for grades 4-8 only, performance is also described in relation to the
previous year's MCA scores, when available (Growth).

For high school MCA: The Performance Meter graphically indicates the
student’s overall score as an achievement level, which is the performance
level on the ISR.

Next to the Performance Meter is a description of the student’s score in
relation to what students taking the MCA are expected to know at each
performance level of the Minnesota Academic Standards. Percentile rank is
not available as this is not an appropriate measure/use of results due to the
extenuating circumstances for the school year.

For grades 3-8 MTAS: For each reported subject, student performance
is indicated graphically and described in relation to the alternate
achievement standards.

Performance within Subjects (also known as strand performance
levels)—A student’s score compared to the state expectations for each
subject and content area tested. Performance within subjects is reported as
Below Expectations, At or Near Expectations, or Above Expectations.

Published Reports—Published reports are PDF versions of the final
reports that are delivered to districts, including electronic copies of the
Individual Student Reports (ISRs). They are posted to Published Reports
in PearsonAccess Next after the testing window at about the time printed
reports arrive in districts.



Quantile® Measure—The predicted Quantile measure of the student’s
mathematical ability and the upper and lower range that helps match
them with materials appropriate for their ability in mathematical skills and
concepts. Available for Mathematics MCA only.

Reading Access—For Reading MTAS only: Describes how the student
accessed the reading passages. During test administration the Test
Administrator indicates how the student accessed each reading passage.
The choices available for each passage are: the passage was read
independently by the student, the student read along with the Test

Administrator, and the Test Administrator read the passage to the student.
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Scale Score—For MCA: A score that takes the student’s item response
pattern (Reading and Mathematics MCA) or raw score (Science MCA) and
adjusts it for possible differences in test difficulty from one year to the next.

For MTAS: A score that takes the student’s raw score and adjusts it for
possible differences in test difficulty from one year to the next.

School Use Numbers—MARSS and Local Use numbers.

Standards—The MCA and MTAS are based on the most recent academic
content standards in mathematics, reading, and science. The MCA and
MTAS assessments are the statewide tests that help districts measure
student progress toward Minnesota’s academic standards.

The academic standards are revised according to a schedule set forth by
statute. These new standards will not be assessed until 3-4 years after they
have been adopted by legislation.

Student Demographic Information—A description of the demographic
information for the student, including: Student Name, Grade, School,
District, Date, and Assessment.

Test Specifications—Specific rules and characteristics guide the
development of a test's content and format. They indicate which strands,
substrands, standards, and benchmarks will be assessed on the test and in
what proportions.



Online Resources

RESOURCE

Achievement Level
Descriptors

Assessment Secure

Reports user guides
and help documents

Technical reports

Test specifications

Testing 1,2,3

Student and family
information

Minnesota K-12
Academic Standards

RESOURCE

Benchmark Reports
User Guides

On-Demand Reports

MDE Website (education.mn.gov)

LOCATION

Testing 1,2,3 > Plan and Teach > Success Criteria

MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Business and Finance > Data Submissions > Assessment
Secure Reports

MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > Minnesota
Tests > Technical Reports

MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > Test
Specifications

MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > Resources >
Testing 1,2,3

MDE website > Students and Families > Programs and Initiatives > Statewide Testing

MDE website > Districts, Schools and Educators > Teaching and Learning > Academic Standards (K-12)

PearsonAccess Next (minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com)

LOCATION

and Export User Guide

Longitudinal Reports
and Export User Guide

Historical Student Data
User Guide

PearsonAccess Next > Reporting Resources > Additional Reporting Resources

Published Reports
Quick Guide
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Online Resources (continued)

WIDA Website (wida.wisc.edu)
RESOURCE LOCATION

WIDA Resource Library WIDA website > Resource Library

ACCESS for ELLs WIDA website > Assess > ACCESS for ELLs > ACCESS for ELLs Scores and Reports
Scores and Reports

Alternate ACCESS WIDA website > Assess > Alternate ACCESS for ELLs > Alternate ACCESS Scores and Reports
Scores and Reports

Lexile® Framework (lexile.com)

Quantile® Framework (quantiles.com)

CONTACT INFORMATION

MDE
General inquiries

651-582-8674
mde.testing@state.mn.us

Pearson

Submit a Pearson help desk request
(PearsonAccess Next > Support)

888-817-8659
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