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(Ancient Mesopotamia Lesson 2)                                                                                          Page Numbers: 16-21(Textbook) and Source 2

*************************************Update your G.R.A.P.E.S. graphic organizer as you go. (R,A,E,S)*****************************
Guiding Questions:

1. Sumer was a region made up of  Independent state made up of a city and surrounding land and villages.

City-states in Mesopotamia. What is a 

city-state?

5. Ancient Sumerians had many gods  Polytheistic

And goddesses. What is this called?

3. What was the ancient writing  Cuneiform

system of the Sumerians?

4. What were some of the major  The Wheel

achievements of the Sumerians?  The Plow

 The sailboat

 12 month calendar based on the cycles of the moon

 Number system based on 60

5. In the city center these  temples were  ziggurats

built to please the gods. Remember they

thought they lived up there.

6. What were the social classes in  Priests and Kings

Sumer?  Landowners, wealthy merchants and government officials

 Farmers and artisans 

 Slaves and Criminals

7. What was done with the extra crops  Trade or sale

They produced through irrigation?
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