
Mega Millions Lottery How It Works

 
The Mega Millions game is a lottery game that is played by 
picking 5 numbered balls between numbers 1 and 52 and 
additional Megaball number between numbers 1 and 52.  The 
cost per game is $1.   
 
Each person in your team should pick one lottery number.  
Pick your numbers BEFORE you gather the information.   
 
Choose your numbers and record your data here. 
Remember to choose from numbers 1-52 each time. 
 

Name:   
Ball 1  
Ball 2  
Ball 3  
Ball 4  
Ball 5  
Megaball  
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Answer the following questions using the Information about 
the Mega Millions game can be found at 
http://www.biggamelottery.com/ 
 

1. What is Today’s Date:  
 
 

2. How much is the current MegaMillion Jackpot? 
 
 

3. Have you or your family every played the Lottery? 
 
 

4. Do you feel it is a good place to invest your money 
weekly? 

 
 

 
 



5. If you got 3 correct numbers and the Megaball number, 
how much money would you win? 

 
 
 
TAXES 

 
 
Notice the FEDERAL tax percentage.  24%.   
 

6. How much would the government keep if you won this week’s 
MegaMillions? 
 

 
 

Think that is all the tax they take out, then you would be incorrect.  State tax is 
also deducted.  Now, deduct 8.82% from your total from above to pay for NY 
taxes. 

 
7. How much taxes were taken out for NY taxes? 



8. Now that you have the grand total of money you will win, you can calculate 
how much money you will receive per year after tax. Fill in the table with 
your data. 
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Instructions for checking your winnings 
1. Go to the website for the Big Game Lottery and click 
on Search Past Results 
2. Enter the numbers for the players on your team 
3. Click "Search Prior Results" 
4. Record the number of times May 17, 2002, 
 or later that you would have won each of the prizes 
into a table similar to the one shown below.  Ignore 
those prizes before May 17, 2002. 
5. Make a table in Word that summarizes your 
winnings (see below). 
6. Analyze the winnings to come up with the total 
winnings, total amount spent, and 
average winning (or loss) 
 

 
 


