Name:_____________________________________________________
Classwork

Medicine Man

Throughout the movie look for interactions between organisms, just like you might do for The Lorax.  Show the interactions with arrows.  Try to find at least 5 interactions.  (You don’t have to draw pictures.)

Example:  
Native Indians                  eat                 flowers.

(Organism #1)
          (interaction)
(Organsim #2)






Movie Guide

Use the narrative below to help you understand and reflect on the movie.  

Characters:   

· Dr. Robert Campbell – has been doing research in the Brazilian Rainforest for many years.  

· Dr. Rae Crane – the woman scientist who has been sent by Aston Labs (a pharmaceutical company) to help Campbell.
· Jehausa – A Native Indian and good friend of Dr. Campbell.
· Kawana – Jehausa’s wife, from outside of the tribe.
9:25 – Dr. Crane arrives in Brazil.  During the opening credits Rae sees Rainforests that are being slashed and burned.  

1.  What are three reasons that humans might want to cut down trees in the rainforest?  

2.  What questions do you have at this point in the movie?

An Outsider - Dr. Campbell insists that Dr. Crane wear a mask and receive a check-up before she interacts with the natives.  

3.  What is he afraid of?
23:30   -  A Cure for Cancer?  Kawana had a tumor (cancer) in her throat.  Dr. Campbell gave her an extract from bromeliad flowers that made the cancer go away.  He believes the chemical in these flowers that cures cancer  is the chemical identified by “Peak 37” on the gas chromatograph.  Crane does not believe that he has found a cure for cancer.

4.  Explain the experiment Dr. Crane designed with the Guinea Pigs to show whether Campbell has really found the cure for cancer.  

Nicknames

5.  What does “Depswa” mean?______________________________

6.  Where is Dr. Crane from?_______________________________

34:04  -  Is the Cure Lost?  -  Campbell knew to look in this area for a cure for cancer because this native tribe was known for never getting cancer.  Kawana is the exception because she is not from this tribe and she does not like to put the bromeliad flowers in her food.  The big problem in this scene is that after making this extract or serum that cures cancer the first time, Campbell was never able to make it again.  

7.  Dr. Crane tries to come up with an explanation…..why would Campbell have been able to make a serum from the flowers that cures cancer the first time, but never again?  What are the possible reasons that she lists?

The Bromeliad Flowers Can Only Grow Here – Campbell knows these special flowers can only grow on the tops of these trees, but doesn’t know why.  He lists some possible reasons why.  

8.  What does Campbell come up with for possible reasons?  List your own ideas about why these flowers can only grow on the tops of these trees.  

Ants in the Bromeliad Flowers – In this scene, as Dr. Crane is preparing the flowers for extraction, she washes away some ants that are living in the Bromeliad flowers.  This is a special interaction that will become important later in the movie.  

9.  Draw the interaction between ants and flowers here:

58:40 – A Child with Cancer – Now Jehausa and Kawana’s son is sick with the same cancer that Kawana had.  Campbell wants to use the last bit of the working serum (that cures cancer) to save Jehausa’s son.  Crane argues that this serum “belongs to the human race, not one sick child”.  Because they have been unable to make more of this serum, this is the only proof they have of finding a cure for cancer.  

10.  Do you think Crane and Campbell should save this serum as evidence that they’ve found a cure for cancer, or do you think they should give it to Kawana’s son?  Why?
Now Enjoy the rest of the movie…..see if you can identify what Campbell and Crane were doing wrong, and where the real cure for cancer can be found!

