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MOBILE MAGIC : Powering Up Your Mobile Photography Game

▪ Best practices and pro tips for capturing photos using the Lightroom for mobile camera  

▪ Best How to improve your photos using Lightroom for mobile editing tools   

▪ How to use your images in unique ways by easily transferring your images to Photoshop on the 
iPad to create stunning images fast

Track: Graphic Design, Photography 
Product: Lightroom on mobile, Photoshop 
Category: How To 
Audience: Graphic Designer, Photographer 
Region: Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Africa
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MOBILE MAGIC : Powering Up Your Mobile Photography Game

OVER VIEW of PROCESS - TERMS - FUNCTIONS on Devices 

▪ 1. process image in Lightroom. I will provide one for practice 

▪ 2. take image into Photoshop on iPad to add type and effects 

Practice shooting using lightroom camera -on your own

HANDOUT for this course is available down below
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worKFLOW 

INPUT processing editing output

.jpg

DNG
Raw
.tiff

Initial Process

Digital

Social

Client Delivery

Print

Publishing

Fine Art

Presantaion 
Portfolio

Display

Mixed Media

.eip

.arw

.heic

Retouch 

Spotting

Beauty

Composite

Special Effects

Stacking

Textures

Shaping

Graphics

Masking

Film Looks

Exposure

Contrast

Color

Temperature/Tint

Saturation

Highlights

Shadows

Structure

Crop

Geometry
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camera computing output

iPhone/Android
Canon
Leica
Nikon
Hasseblad
Sony Tablet

PhoneDesktop

Web

Laptop

capture editing
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Lightroom

MOBILE DESKTOP WEBipad

NOT LIGHTROOM CLASSIC
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photoshop

DESKTOPipad

Retouch 

Spotting

Beauty

Composite

Special Effects

Stacking

Textures

Shaping

Graphics
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capture LIGHTROOM EDIT Photoshop Ipad 
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Images to Practice with

▪ Download from folder below
https://assets.adobe.com/public/41197ba5-7f15-42f7-5d5a-2cfa91ab472f



CAPTURE



© 2021 Adobe. All Rights Reserved. Adobe Confidential.

CAPTURE OPTIONS
CHOOSE YOUR CAMERA 
CHOOSE YOUR SETTINGS

HDR

LONG EXPOSURE

AUTOMATIC

PROFESSIONAL

DEPTH CAPTURE

5 camera options 

iPhone ONLY

iPhone ONLY

it does not 
matter which 
camera phone  
you use 
As long as you  
have access to 
LIGHTROOM mobile
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camera 5 camera choices

AUTOMATIC PRO HDR LONG EXPOSURE depth capture

ios only

each camera has different characteristics
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Go to SETTINGS

Select 
TECHNOLOGY 
Previews

1

2

ADDITIONAL 2 Cameras in Lightroom Mobile
2 of the camera options are NOT automatically on, you will need to TURN them on to have access. 



 
• Lens Selection: Ultra Wide, Wide, Tele photo

• Exposure Lock

• Presets

AUTOMATIC 

Presets available:

• High contrast

• Flat

• Warm shadows

• High contrast black and white

• Flat black and white


Choose any of the presets to apply it on your live 
capture. This allows you to preview your photo before 
you capture it. When you launch the Adobe in-app 
camera again, it auto-defaults to the last preset that 
you used. 
When you shoot through any Preset, the effect 
applied on the photo is nondestructive in nature. You 
can always revert its look to a normal photo later when 
you edit it. 

For example, to revert a photo captured with a black 
and white preset to a normal color photo on your 
iPhone — open the photo in Loupe view for editing 
and tap/unselect the B&W option from the Color 
menu in the Edit panel. 

iPhone ALL 3 lens available

1 2 3

1

1

2

3



  
Exp: This is the control for exposure compensation, which allows you to 
override the camera’s meter and increase or decrease the exposure value 

 to better match the scene.

• Sec: Control shutter speed if you are trying to stop motion or play with 
         creative blur.

• ISO: Manually control ISO setting to avoid noise or work in low light.

• WB: Choose the right white-balance setting for the scene you are in.

• [+]: This is the control for switching from auto focus to manual focus. 
Note the green highlight appearing along in-focus edges is called focus peaking. 
The area highlighted in green is in focus.

• Reset: One tap sets all the previously mentioned controls back to automatic 
modes.

pro 

iPhone ALL 3 lens available

1

1

2

3

4

5

6

1 2 3 4 5 6



Adjust the shutter speed
Shutter speed controls the duration for which your 
camera is exposed to light. You can adjust this 
duration to achieve the desired creative effect in 
your photos.
Set a slow shutter speed to create motion blur or 
light trail effect while capturing a fast-moving 
subject. To freeze the movement of the same 
subject in your photo, you can set a fast shutter 
speed.

pro Set exposure compensation (while in Pro mode)
Tap Exp icon to adjust the exposure compensation 
slider. Move the slider to the left for negative 
exposure values; move it to the right for positive 
exposure values.
Double-tap Exp icon to reset the value to zero 
(default value).



White balance options — Automatic white 
balance, Incandescent, Fluorescent, Daylight, 
Cloudy, and Custom.

Set white balance options
You can choose a preset white balance option from 
the options bar according to the lighting conditions — 
Automatic, Incandescent, Fluorescent, Daylight, 
Cloudy, or Custom.
Automatic White balance This is the default option.
Custom Aim the camera at a neutral colored surface 
to sample and lock the white balance.

Adjust the ISO value
ISO controls the sensitivity of your device's camera to light.

Tap ISO icon to adjust the ISO slider. Move the slider to the left for 
low ISO values; move it to the right for high ISO values.
Double-tap the ISO icon to reset the ISO value to Auto. 

Adjust the focus distance of your camera
Tap [+] icon to adjust the focus distance slider. 
Move the slider to the left to decrease the focus distance; move it 
to the right to increase the focus distance.Double-tap the [+] icon 
to reset the manual focus distance to Auto.



  
Exp: This is the control for exposure compensation, which allows you to 
override the camera’s meter and increase or decrease the exposure value 

 to better match the scene.

• WB: Choose the right white-balance setting for the scene you are in.

• [+]: This is the control for switching from auto focus to manual focus. 
Note the green highlight appearing along in-focus edges is called focus peaking. 
The area highlighted in green is in focus.

• Reset: One tap sets all the previously mentioned controls back to automatic 
modes.

HDR 

1

2

3

4

5

iPhone 2 lens available

5

1 2 3 4



Hands down my favorite CAPTURE and PROCESSING program for iPhone .
Requires a ton of storage space for images IF you shoot a lot.
SLOW to process when in HDR mode.                                            

HDR HDR mode shoots 3 frames 
in a row - hold steady



• Exp: This is the control for exposure compensation, which allows you to override 
the camera’s meter and increase or decrease the exposure value to better match 
the scene.

• Sec: Control shutter speed if you are trying to stop motion or play with creative blur.

• Anti shake image stabilization option. Keep it on.

• WB: Choose the right white-balance setting for the scene you are in.

• [+]: This is the control for switching from auto focus to manual focus. Note the 
green highlight appearing along in-focus edges is called focus peaking. The area 
highlighted in green is in focus.

• Reset: One tap sets all the previously mentioned controls back to automatic 
modes.

iPhone ALL 3 lens available

LONG EXPOSURE

1

2

3

4

5

6

1 2 3 4 5 6



DEPTH Capture
Depth Capture mode

Introduced in Lightroom for mobile iOS 3.4 (August 2018 release) as a Technology Preview. Depth capture 
requires iPhone with dual camera (iPhone 7+, 8+, X) and currently supports the rear camera only on iPhone X.

To use this capture mode,
enable Depth Mask Creation under Technology Previews in the app Settings menu.
In this mode, photos are captured in HEIC format with depth map information. To apply masking to photos 
with depth map, you use the Depth Selection tool that lets you quickly turn a depth map into a selection that 
can be modified with a brush.    

Exposure Compensation

HEIC file format
An HEIC file contains one 
or more images saved in 
the High Efficiency Image 
Format (HEIF) , a fi le 
format commonly used to 
store photos on mobile 
devices. It may contain a 
s i n g l e i m a g e o r a 
sequence of images along 
w i t h m e t a d a t a t h a t 
describe each image. The 
file extension "heic" is 
most commonly used, but 
HE IC fi l es may a l so 
appear as .HEIF files.

• Exposure Compensation

• Exposure Lock

iPhone 1 lens available

1

21

1

21

https://helpx.adobe.com/lightroom-cc/using/capture-photos-mobile-ios.html?cq_ck=1528891129717#sidebar-menu
https://helpx.adobe.com/lightroom-cc/using/capture-photos-mobile-ios.html?cq_ck=1535369334913#edit_selective
https://techterms.com/definition/metadata
https://fileinfo.com/extension/heif


step 1

Choose DEPTH 
CAMERA

step 2

Choose 

MASKING

step 3

Select ADD 
mask

step 4

Select 

DEPTH 
RANGE

step 4

Adjust as 
needed



CAMERA SETTINGS

OVERLAYS 

There are a number of overlays that you can invoke to help compose the photo and avoid over 
exposing the highlights.  

• Aspect Ratio: This will show the default aspect ratio for your device at first, available: 

16:9, 3:2, 4:3, and 1:1. You’ll get a live preview of the aspect ratio you choose for taking 
the photo, can revert to the full (uncropped) image in the Crop tool by choosing Original 
from the list of aspect ratios.


• Self Timer: Set a 2-, 5-, or 10-second timer 


• Grid & Level: You can switch between three grid overlays to help with composition and 
even enable an electronic level indicator to help you avoid crooked horizons.


• Highlight Clipping: Enable this option to easily see any area of the photo that the 
highlights are being over-exposed. Display show a series of diagonal lines called zebra 
stripes. 


 


• Settings: The Settings panel contains controls for maximizing screen brightness to help 
you see in bright daylight conditions and to enable/disable geotagging photos. If your 
camera supports HDR mode you can have the app save the normal unprocessed photo 
in addition to the HDR version.


TAP  TO SHOW OVERLAYS..
.



RAW/DNG

JPG

cameraThe FILE FORMAT will also make a big difference in the results.

TAP HERE  
TO SELECT  
FILE FORMAT

Slide to JPG or DNG



EDITING
initial edits

mobile



vs
Anywhere editing. 
Easy-to-use tools like sliders and presets let 
you create photos that look just the way you 
want. Start on mobile, web, or desktop — 
your edits will be automatically applied 
everywhere else. Cloud storage at 20GB, 
1TB, or more ensures that you can access 
your library wherever you are.

Desktop Editing/Catalog 
gives you all the desktop editing tools you need to 
bring out the best in your photos. Punch up colors, 
make dull-looking shots vibrant, remove distracting 
objects, and straighten skewed shots. Easily 
organize all your photos on your desktop, and share 
them in a variety of ways

Effortless panoramas. 
Create HDR panos faster now that you can merge 
multiple bracketed exposures into multiple HDR 
photos and then stitch them into a panorama — all 
in one step



where the magic happens

EDITING MODULES
The Lightroom Mobile editing modules are complex. 

This will be an overview survey on the functions of each. I encourage you to dive deeper into each. 

Note that some of these modules will operate differently , on not even be available in the Lightroom Web or Desktop App.

MOBILE DESKTOP WEB

Lightroom is available both as a mobile app for iOS and Android devices, and as desktop software. 

The mobile app is free, but can also be upgraded to a paid-for premium version,

ipad
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before after
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before after
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discovery videos
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discover files DISCOVERY files in LIGHTROOM Mobile are a great place to find

new and exciting PRESETS.

CLICK herE to ACCESS DISCOVER/LEARN files
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There are a variety of ways of getting an image into  
THE LIGHTROOM , cloud ecosystem: 
https://helpx.adobe.com/lightroom-cc/using/import-mobile-ios.html 

1. On the iPad you can PLUG in a camera to base and import. 
Since I am suppling Ruby to you, this is not an option. 

2. You can go to DESKTOP version of LIGHTROOM and IMPORT. Once  
an image is LIGHTROOM, it will be available on ALL of your devices. 

3. You can use the CREATIVE CLOUD app.  
If you put RUBY on your CREATIVE CLOUD. You will have access to her on your iPad.

RUBYGetting RUBY into LIGHTROOM on your ipad

NOT LIGHTROOM CLASSIC 



© 2021 Adobe. All Rights Reserved. Adobe Confidential.

There are a variety of ways of getting an image into  
THE LIGHTROOM , cloud ecosystem: 
https://helpx.adobe.com/lightroom-cc/using/import-mobile-ios.html 

1. On the iPad you can PLUG in a camera to base and import. 
Since I am suppling Ruby to you, this is not an option. 

2. You can go to DESKTOP version of LIGHTROOM and IMPORT. Once  
an image is LIGHTROOM, it will be available on ALL of your devices. 

3. You can use the CREATIVE CLOUD app.  
If you put RUBY on your CREATIVE CLOUD. You will have access to her on your iPad.

RUBYGetting RUBY into LIGHTROOM on your ipad

NOT LIGHTROOM CLASSIC 
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CREATIVE CLOUD APP

▪ DOWNLOAD Creative Cloud App onto you iPad 

▪ SIGN IN to your Adobe Creative Cloud Account 

▪ ACCESS the folder for this Lab with this link: 

https://assets.adobe.com/public/41197ba5-7f15-42f7-5d5a-2cfa91ab472f

1

2

3
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▪ CLICK on the folder for this Lab. 

▪ CLICK on image Ruby_RAW 

▪ CLICK on SHARE 

▪ CLICK on DOWNLOAD original FILE 

▪ CLICK on LIGHTROOM

1

2

1

2

3

4

4

5



© 2021 Adobe. All Rights Reserved. Adobe Confidential.



© 2021 Adobe. All Rights Reserved. Adobe Confidential.© 2021 Adobe. All Rights Reserved. Adobe Confidential.

LETS GET STARTED IN LIGHTROOM ON IPAD

Add or Subtract from any MASK: 
LIGHT 
COLOR 
EFFECTS 
DETAIL  
OPTICS 
PREVIOUS 
RESET

Rename MASK 
click on … 

FUNCTIONS: 
INVERT 
NAME MASK 
ADD / SUBTRACT using multiple mask
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LETS GET STARTED IN LIGHTROOM ON IPAD

Intial pass I like to start by clicking AUTO
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HEALING

PROFILES

LIGHT COLOR

DETAILS OPTICS geometry

PRESETS

versions

crop

LIGHTROOM editing modules 



effects 
Texture:
Smoothens or accentuates textured details in your photo. Move the slider to the left 
to smoothen details; move it to the right to accentuate details.

Clarity:
Changes the contrast around the edges of objects in your photo. Move the slider to 
the left to soften edges; move it to the right to increase edge contrast.

Dehaze:
Move the slider to the left to add simulated haze; move it to the right to remove haze.

Vignette:
Makes the outer edges of the photo lighter or darker. 

Feather: Lower values reduce softening between the vignette and the vignette’s 
surrounding pixels. Higher values increase the softening.

Midpoint: Lower values apply the Amount adjustment to a larger area away from 
the corners. Higher values restrict the adjustment to an area closer to the corners.

Roundness: Lower values make the vignette effect more oval. Higher values make 
the vignette effect more circular.

Highlights: Controls the degree of highlight contrast preserved when Amount is 
negative. Suitable for photos with small highlights, such as candles and lamps.

Grain
Adds realistic film-grain effect to your photos. 
Control the grain size and roughness using:

Size 

Roughness



LIGHT control exposure, contrast, tone

Tone Curve:
Gives you greater control over the tonal range and contrast 
in your photo.

Exposure:
Controls the brightness of your photo. Move the slider to the 
left to make the image darker; move it to the right to make the
 image brighter.

Contrast:
Determines the contrast between light and dark colors. Move the slider to the 
left to flatten the contrast; move it to the right to make the contrast more 
dramatic. 

Highlights:
Controls the brightness of the lighter parts of your photo. Move the slider to the 
left to darken highlights to recover details; move it to the right to brighten them 
and reduce details.

Shadows:
Controls the brightness of the lighter parts of your photo. Move the slider to the 
left to deepen shadows; move it to the right to brighten them and recover 
details.

Whites:
Sets the white point of the image. Move the slider to the right to make more 
colors appear completely white.

Blacks:
Sets the black point of the image. Move the slider to the left to make more 
colors appear completely black



COLOR COLOR, Black & White, Color Grading

White Balance 
Temperature of your light source.  

Temp:
Determines how cool or warm the colors appear in your photo. Move the slider to the 
left if colors are too yellow; move it to the right if colors are too blue.

Tint:
Determines how green or purple the colors appear in your photo. Move the slider to 
the left if colors are too purple; move it to the right if colors are too green.

Vibrance:
Increases the saturation of lower-saturated colors more than higher-saturated colors, 
which can help prevent skin-tones from looking unnatural.

Saturation:
Boosts the saturation of all colors equally. Move the slider to the left to de-saturate 
colors, move it to the right to boost saturation.
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LETS GET RUBY IN PHOTOSHOP ON IPAD

There are multiple ways 
of sharing images across 
the CREATIVE CLOUD. 

Check out Adobe’s help 
section on the WEB 
https://helpx.adobe.com/lightroom-cc/using/import-mobile-ios.html 

https://helpx.adobe.com/photoshop/using/lightroom-photoshop-ipad.html 

https://helpx.adobe.com/lightroom-cc/using/import-mobile-ios.html
https://helpx.adobe.com/photoshop/using/lightroom-photoshop-ipad.html
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captureGetting RUBY onto photoshop on  your ipad

Add a VIGNETTE under the EFFECTS  



EDITING

compositing

EDITING

compositing

ipad
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PHOTOSHOP ON IPAD
capture LIGHTROOM EDIT Photoshop Ipad 



© 2021 Adobe. All Rights Reserved. Adobe Confidential.

PHOTOSHOP ON IPAD
LIGHTROOM EDIT Photoshop Ipad Ruby logo png

ruby lens flare Screen DOor Pat

Retouch 

Spotting

Composite

Special Effects

Textures

Graphics
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COMPACT LAYER VIEW

DETAIL LAYER VIEW

LAYER PROPERTIES

SHARE / INVITE / COMMENTS
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ADD NEW FILTERS

ADJUSTMENTS

MORE LAYER ACTIONS

ON MASK

ON LAYER
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PHOTOSHOP ON IPAD
Photoshop Ipad 

1. Open Photoshop on iPad

2. TAP on IMPORT and OPEN

3. NAVIGATE to where you have saved 

RUBY EDIT

4. Choose IMPORT option. 


I recommend you keep file SMART 
OBJECT (raw) for file flexibility)
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PHOTOSHOP ON IPAD

1. Copy RUBY layer to retouch 

2. Lift Ruby OFF background (mask)

3. Place LOGO behind her

4. Add LENS FLARE

5. Add TEXTURE

6. Put “blurred logo” between Ruby and 

Ruby’s logo.
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PHOTOSHOP ON IPAD

1. Click on SEND / SHARE button

2. EXPORT AS (make sure its a DNG)

3. Save to where you like - I’ve chosen to 

send to my CREATIVE CLOUD










TOUCH shortcuts



HEADER BAR 

UNDO   REDO

INVITE

EXPORT

DOCUMENT

PROPERTIES

HELP



TOOL BAR 
MOVE

TRANSFORM

SELECTION

BRUSH

ERASER

HEAL / CLONE

DODGE /  BURN

FILL

TASK BAR 

CROP

TYPE

PLACE LAYER

EYEDOPPER

COLOR CHIP (PICKER)

COMPACT LAYER VIEW

DETAIL LAYER VIEW

LAYER PROPERTIES

SHARE / INVITE / COMMENTS

SWITCH FOREGROUND/
BACKGROUND  COLOR

ADD NEW LAYER

LAYER VISIBILITY

ADD LAYER MASK

ADD CLIPPING MASK

FILTERS

MORE LAYER ACTIONS



TASK BAR 

ADD NEW LAYER

LAYER VISIBILITY

ADD LAYER MASK

ADD CLIPPING MASK

FILTERS

MORE LAYER ACTIONS

ON MASKON LAYER

FLATTEN MEANS 
APPLY MASK



DOUBLE TAP

MOVE 
SINGLE TAP

PRIMARY touch: Move X/Y axis SECOND touch: DUPLICATE

PUTS YOU INTO  
HAND TOOL MODE

•NOTE MOVE TOOL HAS NO BLUE 
HIGHLIGHT



TRANSFORM 

SINGLE TAP

PRIMARY touch: SCALE unproportional SECOND touch: Scale from CENTER



LASSO 

SINGLE TAP DOUBLE TAP

PRIMARY touch: Add to Selection



DOUBLE TAP

BRUSH 
SINGLE TAP

PRIMARY touch: ERASE SECOND touch: EYEDROPPER



SINGLE TAP

eraser 

DOUBLE TAP

PRIMARY touch: BRUSH



SPOT HEAL- heal- clone 

SINGLE TAP DOUBLE TAP



SPOT HEAL- heal- clone 

PRIMARY touch: Set Source SECOND touch: BRUSH

PRIMARY touch: Set Source SECOND touch: BRUSH



burn and dodge 

SINGLE TAP DOUBLE TAP



gradient 

KEEP IN MIND , ADOBE IS CONSTANTLY 
UPGRADING THIS APPLICATION.  

IT WILL CONTINUE TO GROW - GETTING 
BETTER AND BETTER.



crop 

PRIMARY touch: CONSTRAINED SECOND touch: CONSTRAINED 
from CENTER



Type 

CLICK and DRAG LOAD FONTS from CC



Add Photo 
supported file types: 

PSD, PSB, TIFF, JPG, and PNG 
PDF and AI files are converted to flat PNG images before getting added to a document. 

To view your assets, 
go 
to :assets.adobe.com



eyedropper 



account settings 



TASK BAR 
COMPACT LAYER VIEW

DETAIL LAYER VIEW

LAYER PROPERTIES

SHARE / INVITE / COMMENTS
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lightroom to photoshop
iPad



photoshop

DESKTOP  
VERSION



save to cloud photoshop
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EXPORT IMAGES

▪ https://helpx.adobe.com/photoshop/using/create-open-save-ipad.html



email me with questions 
lisa@lisacarney.com

mailto:lisa@lisacarney.com



