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This is a lesson that I developed for my Art 2 class 

a few years back when I taught the class and now I 

am teaching it again this year. The project is based 

on giving a “new spin” on an old painting.

This was a collaboration with a colleague, and we 

added a few more choices of artists at the end of 

the PowerPoint for the students to choose from, 

giving the project more variety. The students did a 

fabulous jobs!







The Mona Lisa is a famous 16th-century

portrait by Leonardo da Vinci. The true

identity of the woman pictured in the

portrait remains unknown, despite

intensive research by art historians.

Many believe the Mona Lisa to be a

portrait of Lisa Gherardini Giocondo,

the wife of a wealthy Florentine

merchant. It is known that Leonardo

began the portrait in Florence in 1503,

continued work on it through 1506, and

then kept the painting until his death in

1519. Over the next three centuries the

Mona Lisa passed through many hands,

even hanging for a time in the bedroom

of Napoleon, but since 1804 its home

has been the Louvre Museum in Paris.





It has been suggested that the Mona Lisa might be a self-

portrait, with da Vinci imaging himself as a woman.



Girl with a Pearl Earring

This portrait was painted by

Johannes Vermeer around 1665.

It's often called the "Mona Lisa of

the North" or the "Dutch Mona

Lisa". It was originally titled "Girl

with a Turban", but the name was

changed in the second half of the

twentieth century. It is considered
of Vermeer’s major masterpieces.

The focal point of the painting is the

reflective pearl earring, although

some believe the real focal point of
the painting is the way the girls’
eyes interact with the person

viewing the painting. The subject

may be Vermeer's daughter Maria,

who would have been about 12 at

the time, but scholars aren't sure.

Vermeer never identified any sitter

posing for any of his portraits.



Self Portrait with a Bandaged Ear

Van Gogh did not have money to pay

models to pose for portraits so he painted

himself. He painted over 30 self-portraits

between the years 1886 and 1889. His

collection of self - portraits places him

among the most prolific self-portraitists of

all time. This portrait, painted in 1889,

shows him from a slight angle in a room

of the Yellow House (where he lived at

the time) wearing a green overcoat and a

fur-lined winter cap. He cut off his own ear

shortly before creating this painting after

an argument with his friend Paul Gauguin

(another well- known painter).His right ear

is bandaged in the portrait though in

reality the wound was to his left ear; the

discrepancy is due to his painting while

looking in a mirror.



American Gothic
This is one of the most familiar images in

20th-century American art, painted by

Grant Wood in 1930. It is a depiction of a

farmer and his daughter Jane - The

Great Depression personified. In August

1930, Grant Wood was driving around

the town of Eldon, Iowa looking for

inspiration. He noticed a small white

house built in the Carpenter Gothic

architectural style and considered it "very

paintable." He decided to paint the house

along with "the kind of people I fancied

should live in that house." He used his

sister Nan to model the woman, dressing

her in a colonial print apron mimicking

19th-century Americana. The model for

the farmer is Wood's dentist.



How will you “makeover” your 
masterpiece?

Will you choose one of these or another 

self-portrait?   
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Other possible self 

portraits you can 

use for your 

project.
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