Stephen Austin
Principal

stephen.austin@bend.k12.or.us

Phone: 541-355-4300
Fax: 541-355-4310
3790 NE Purcell Blvd
Bend, OR 97701

Greeting Ponderosa Families,

This week, two of our teachers were honored by the school board for
achieving National Board certification. Twenty-one teachers across the
state gained this designation this year, and two of them came from our
school! Congratulations to Nicole Ricketts and Kari Sue for this very big
accomplishment! We are so fortunate to have Miss Ricketts and Mrs. Sue
at Ponderosa teaching our children.

In February, we promoted the character trait of kindness throughout the
school. Our Ponderosa Leadership Team (PLT) has been hard at work with
a variety of activities, and we realize we can’t stress enough how important
it is to be kind. We will continue with this theme throughout the year, and
this month, we’ll add perseverance to the list!

If you haven't noticed, it’s still winter in Central Oregon! We’ve had a lot of
students coming to school dressed inappropriately for this weather. Please
remember that students go outside for recess even when it’s cold. We still
have snow in the forecast, so make sure your child has winter clothing for
the colder temperatures.

March is a great month to be a Porcupine! | hope to see many of you at
Bingo on Friday night!

Sincerely,

Mr. Austin

INCLEMENT WEATHER INFORMATION

To find out if school is delayed or cancelled:

1. Call our hotline: English, 541-323-7669; Spanish, 541-355-0044.

2. Sign up for the BLSConnect, an emergency alert text messaging
system. Register at http://connect.bend.k12.or.us

3. Check our district website at www.bend.k12.or.us

4. Like Bend-LaPine Schools on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
BendLaPineSchools
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Friday, 3/2-PTA BINGO Night,
6:30-8:00pm in the gym.

Friday, 3/9-2nd grade Pastries with
Parents, 7:45-8:30am in the Library.
More info below.

Monday, 3/12-PTA Restaurant
Fundraiser, 8:00am-8:00pm, Longboard
Louie’s East. No flyer necessary.
Friday, 3/16-PTA Family Ski Night at
HooDoo Ski Bowl, 3:30-9:00pm (more
info on next page).

Thursday, 3/22-Safe Touch Parent
Information Meeting (watch for letter with
more info). 3:05pm in the library.
Thursday, 3/22-PTA Meeting,
3:45-5:00pm in the Library

Friday, 3/23-3rd grade Pastries with
Parents, 7:45-8:30am in the Library.
More info below.

Monday, 3/26-Friday, 3/30-Spring Break,
NO SCHOOL!

Please visit www.bend.k12.or.us/
ponderosa for more activities, field
trips, etc. Follow Ponderosa
Elementary on Facebook too!
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS!
PLEASE do not drop children off at school
until 8:30 when supervised recess begins!
PLEASE be sure to arrive for pick up no later
than 3:45pm (2:15pm on Wednesday)!
PLEASE do not send medication to school
with your child. Parents should bring
medication to the office and fill out a
Medication Administration form for ALL
medication (even cough drops)!

THANK YOU!

PONDEROSA LUNCH SCHEDULE

KINDER: 11:45-12:05
Recess Until 12:25
1ST: 11:55-12:15
Recess Until 12:40
2ND and 3RD: 12:25-12:45
Recess Until1:10
4TH and 5TH: 12:10-12:25
Recess Until 12:50

Pastries for Parents

Each year we host a Pastries for Parents
event for each grade. This month we
would like to invite students and their
parents from 2nd and 3rd grade to join us

in

the library for coffee, juice and pastries

while you read a book together. Second
grade will take place on Friday, 3/9. Third
grade on Friday, 3/23. Time is set for
7:45-8:30 am each day. Hope to see you
there!
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