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The Watsons go the Birmingham, 1963
Book Club Reading Responsibilities and Questions

Due Date:
Chapter(s): 1 and 2
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What are some qualities of a successful book club?

What are some qualities of an unsuccessful book club?

What are the Watsons like? Do you think they're "weird"?

Describe Kenny's relationship with Byron. Do real brothers act this way?
Do you predict that the new kid at school will "save" Kenny? Why?

Due Date:
Chapter(s): 3 and 4
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Did any of the events in Chapter 3 make you laugh? Which ones? Why were they funny?

What do you think of the way Rufus and Cody are treated at Kenny's school?

Would Rufus and Cody fit in at your school? Why?

What do you think Momma said to Rufus?

Do you think it was good for Byron to tell Joey the story about the "froze-up Southern folks"? Why?
What do you think of Byron's beating up Larry? Did Larry deserve it? Why?

Due Date:
Chapter(s): 5 and 6
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What do you think of Momma's way of punishing Byron for playing with matches?
Compare and contrast Byron and Momma.

Why is Byron angry with Momma over the welfare food? s this fair of him?

Why does Byron get sick after hitting the bird?

Due Date:
Chapter(s): 7 and 8

1. Why are Momma and Dad so angry about Byron's hair?

2. Do you think that Dad's punishment of Byron is fair? Why?

3. How does Kenny feel about what happens to Byron? How do you think Byron feels about it?

4. What do you predict will happen as a result of "Byron's Latest Adventure"?

5. Would you like to join the Watsons' conversation about the Ultra-Glide? Why?

6. How do you think Momma really feels about the Ultra-Glide?

7. Were you surprised by Momma and Dad's plan for Byron? Do you think it will work? Why?
Due Date:

Chapter(s): 9
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What do Momma and Dad want Byron to learn in Alabama?

Do you understand Joey's reaction to the angel? Would you have reacted the same way?
Why do you think Momma planned the trip so carefully?

Do you think that Kenny will like the South? Why?



Lyon Documents. 2010-11.

Due Date:
Chapter(s): 10 and 11

1. What do Kenny and Byron think of the places in the South that they've seen so far?

Have you ever felt scared the way Kenny and By feel at the Tennessee rest stop? Describe the situation
you were in.

Do you think it was a good idea for Dad to ignore Momma's plan and keep driving? Why?

Have you ever met someone who was nothing like what you expected? Describe the situation.

Were you surprised at the way Byron acted when he met Grandma Sands? Why?

Do you think Byron will change permanently as a result of spending time with Grandma Sands? Why?
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NOTE: At this point, the reading can become more difficult. Read it slowly. Take your time. Set
aside more time than usual to read. Feel free to read sections over again or to ask peers or
adults questions. We will discuss these sections in class later to clarify any confusion.

Due Date:
Chapter(s): 12 and 13

1. How has Byron changed? What do you think caused him to change?
2. Why do you think Kenny insists on going to Collier's Landing?
3. Why does Byron cry over Kenny? What does this tell you about By?

Due Date:
Chapter(s): 14 and 15

Why does Joetta think that Kenny has changed his clothes?

If you were seeing a member of your family for the last time, what would you want to say to him or her?
How did the events of Chapter 14 make you feel? Why?

Has Kenny changed at the end of the story? If so, how?

Has Byron changed? If so, how?

Why does talking to Byron make Kenny feel better?

What kinds of magic powers does Kenny believe in?

Why do you think Christopher Paul Curtis wrote this book?
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