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Iber Holmes Gove Middle School
Indian River School

Inter-Lakes Middle Tier
Lebanon Middle School
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ON SHELVING...

"We don't separate, but we do label YA books- those reviewed by
professional journals or our own professionals as grades 7 and up.*

"I will not separate YA from my other fiction titles because it
would immediately make them "taboo", and therefore attract
attention for all the wrong reasons."

'| do most of the check outs, and my position is that anyone can
take out anything that interests them, but | do warn students
about PG material, even older kids, and suggest a discussion with
parents for younger kids."

'| genrified fiction quite a few years ago and | created a section
called Girls 7/8 and one called Boys 7/8. There are also Girls 5/6
and Boys b/6 sections. Went | introduce 5th graders to the
collection | mention that the 7/8 sections might have content
they are not yet ready for BUT | do not refuse to let younger kids
borrow from these sections."

"| also teach weekly classes to Grade b and 6 students and go
over our philosophy about YA books in detail, at the start of each
school year. | tell students that they each need to have a
conversation with their parents, so that they know how their
parents feel about them checking out YA books. | actually say, " |

should never receive a call from your parents telling me that they
are upset about a YA library title that you brought home. That
means that you didn't do your job of talking it over with them."

ON LABELING...
*The librarian who worked in my school before me wrote inside of
YA books, "7th & 8th grade only," or "8th grade only." | do not
follow this practice, nor [do] | use YA labels.”

*|I've wanted to remove these/ stop this practice but have
hesitated due to the bth graders.”

"| label some books 8th grade only. | do this sparingly and based on
professional reviews."

| have printed the novel.ist record for a book that may be
categorized as for grades 8 and above that might be more mature
for students in Grade 5. The printout will let readers know about
the content. The printout is taped inside the cover of the book. |
tell my students that our library collection has books for grades &
- 8 and that it is their choice to read a book. | tell them that they
can return anything they feel they don't want to read because of
content.”

"The Girls 7/8 and Boys 7/8 are each marked to indicate the
"genre". However, YA books in the fantasy, dystopian, or sci fi
sections are not additionally labeled to indicate YA."




~ SELECTED FEEDBACK

ON CATALOGING...

“We feel the label is enough, but in the handbook it is stated that
the collection includes mature material due to the range of
ages/grade in the building and the parents have the opportunity to
have us limit their child's choices. We have only had a few take us
up on that in the 10 years we have done this."
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"We don't dttd(. h notes, but it is listed in the interest level da'ta
field that itis a Younq Adult book."
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"If in doubt, we quickly check AR Bookfmder notes or Novehst

O S e —0
"We have several titles that | feel are not appropriate for MS and
do not allow MS students to check out. These are titles that focus

on school vielence or suicide."
C L~

"Each title will appear as a "Young Adult” book on the Rearjing,"
Interest Level line of the book, in the online Destiny MARC record.
Each adult checking out books to students is expected to have a

conversation with the student about any YA book."
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"| use a self-checkout system where students check out their own
materials so that wouldn't really be appropriate.”

FINAL THOUGHTS

"Know your patrons, community & climate and trust your gut.

Some of your students are going to need books which are a
written with gritty realism. Our world and demographics are
changing and we need to make access to previously prohibited
content accessible to our students, of course in an age-
appropriate and respectful way. Case in point: The Hate You Give.
"We read to know we are not alone." C.S. Lewis"

"Every year | second guess myself on what | do. | try to be honest
with parents at the onset that our collection serves grades 5-8
and students within those grades are at different levels of
maturity. There are 5th graders who may be okay reading 13
Reasons Why and Bth graders who wouldn't. (| have both
presently). | also try to reassure parents that children are
generally very good at self-selecting books that are appropriate
for them. If a parent raises a concern | encourage them to speak
directly to their child about their concerns and set limits at home."

"| think you need to be really familiar with your collection and
decide what it is you want students of all grades in your school to
have access to. On the ather hand, if you're K-12, or K-8, you might
need to have [a] section that is young adult, and limit to older
students unless they have permission. | think a great deal of
current literature aimed at Middle and High is very graphic and
deals with more adult situations nowadays, than when | was in
school...readers do self-select material that is suitable to them,
if they have free choice."
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