
Why We Invent— 
Identifying Challenges

Unit 4 Lesson 8



Standards & 
Objectives

• Writing – I can revise or complete writing 
challenges from previous lessons. [W.4.10] 

• – I can write two short, informative pieces 
describing my own invention idea, the problem 
it solves, including its purpose and function. 
[W.4.2] 

• Speaking and Listening – I can share my 
ideas about inventions through paired 
interviews, sharing my ideas, and taking notes. 
[SL.4.1b] 



Welcome to 
Eureka! 



Invention 
Wheel 

COMPLETE 



Round 2
CONGRATULATIONS!



Round 2 – Invention

1.  Identify the problem. 
2.  Invent a solution.

Play video: Why We Invent.





Inventor Questions
1. When is a time you were frustrated this week at home? At school?

2. What is something you wish you could do faster?

3. What is something you find boring that you wish someone else would 
just do for you? 

4. What is something you find fun that you would like to do more of? 

5. What is something you saw someone else having trouble with today? 

6. What is a problem you would like to tell the president about? The 
mayor of your town? The principal of your school?



Pick-a-
Problem 
Challenge

• Do a lot of people deal with this problem? 

• Is it a big or a small problem? 

• Is it an interesting problem? 

• Is it a problem you care passionately about?

• Is it a problem you think you can invent a 
solution to (maybe only a

• partial solution, of course) in three episodes?

• Is it something you can build a solution to with
the resources available?







Introspective Inventors

1. How is choosing a problem you want to solve 
different from solving a problem you’re given?

2. What are you most excited about for tomorrow?



EXIT TICKET

Why did you choose the invention that 
you chose?


