
If At First You Don’t
Succeed—Failure

Unit 4 Lesson 7



Standards & 
Objectives

• Speaking and Listening – I can participate in 
collaborative discussions to evaluate my 
inventions and offer suggestions for 
improvement. [SL.4.1c] 

• Writing Using examples from history and my 
own experiences, I can write an opinion piece 
on the usefulness of failure in the inventing 
process. [W.4.1b]



Welcome to 
Eureka! 



Failure 





FAILURE
—sometimes obvious, sometimes 

just places to improve.

Play Video: Failure



Alexander Fleming

August 6, 1881
Ayrshire, Scotland

Penicillin

No one would listen to his concerns about 
antiseptics. He had trouble keeping penicillin alive in
the human body long enough to make the invention 
practical.







Introspective Inventors

1. How do we learn from our failures? Give us an example of something 
you learned today.

2. How did your lab collaborate today? What did you do to come up with 
improvements?

3. What do you think are the most important things to remember in order 
to be a great inventor?



EXIT TICKET

Is failure important to success? Why or 
why not?


