
Looking at It 
from Many 
Perspectives—
Documentation

Unit 4 Lesson 6



Standards & 
Objectives

• Writing – I can create explanatory texts to 
document my inventions, including diagrams 
(and domain-specific vocabulary) to convey 
information. [W.4.2] 

• Speaking and Listening – I can collaborate in 
my lab group to generate multiple ideas and 
respond to a new building challenge. [SL.4.1b]



Welcome to 
Eureka! 





As an example, let’s think about eating. What are 
the devices we use to get food into our mouths?

1. fork
2. spoon
3. bread
4. chopsticks
5. fingers (not an invention)



How Many Ways Can You Solve It?

ROUND 1:  People need to travel far away
ROUND 2:  People need to do math
ROUND 3:  People need to record information
ROUND 4:  People need to communicate



Sensory 
Observations

• 1. sight: color, size, shape
• 2. touch: texture, weight
• 3. sound: shake it, drop it
• 4. smell



Yellow, silver, pink, 6 inches long, narrow,
cylindrical, pointy

Pointy, smooth, lightweight

wood

Tapping, quiet

writing

Roll it

Prop things up

Brace other things with it







Build and Document a trash 
disposal system



ACADEMIC VOCABULARY

• abscesses, n. inflammations caused by bacteria
• antibiotic, n. a medicine that kills or stops the growth of diseased 

cells
• antiseptics, n. substances that prevent the growth of disease-

causing microorganisms
• bacteriologist, n. a scientist who studies microscopic organisms 

that often cause disease
• boils, n. a painful skin condition



ACADEMIC VOCABULARY

• contaminated, adj. harmful or unusable due to contact with 
something unclean

• cultures, n. growths of microorganisms in a nutrient medium
• digress, v. get off the subject
• heed, v. pay attention to
• petri dishes, n. shallow, circular, transparent dishes with flat lids, 

used for the culturing of microorganisms



INTROSPECTIVE INVENTORS

• What was frustrating about this building challenge? What was
fun? 

• Why is documentation an important part of inventing?  
• Do you have any advice about documentation to our 

inventors watching at home?





EXIT TICKET

How does a diagram help someone to 
understand your invention?


