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Done List

Tasks on the “Done” list need to be specific and, when possible, incorporate a writer tool. Although the list
may start off generic at the beginning of the year (see #1 and #2), as you teach new lessons, add them to
the list. By growing the “Done” list, you hold students accountable for the skills you're teaching them.
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Revision Strategies

consrder
Mbom, Dad, please coneern i+,

When needing to delete or replace a word/phrase, simply strikethru.

When adding a word or two, the caret is a simple way to insert details.
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Revision Strategies
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If a student wants to add a sentence or two, then spider legs is a perfect technique.
The student writes his sentence on a strip of paper (a “leg”) and then tapes it onto the

“body” of the piece, right where he wants to insert it.

When You Think You're Done lesson
© 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane



ORI N AL

Ifrwm““wmﬁvm—ﬂmwﬂ

Revision Strategies

AFTER. SURSGERY

When needing to add larger chunks of text (multiple sentences at a time), a spider leg
won't provide enough space. Suggest story surgery. This is when the writer cuts apart
his story (where he wants to insert an additional paragraph of text) and tapes in
another sheet of paper. Compare story surgery to “cutting open the story” and “mess-
ing with the guts.” NOTE: This technique also works well when students need to rear-

range the order of sentences or paragraphs.
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Revision Strategies
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For the student who needs to add in a chunk of text but doesn’t want the mess of story
surgery, suggest he create an inserts page. This would require another whole sheet of paper.
Using an endnote symbol within his draft, the writer indicates where he wants to add more.
Then, using the same symbol on the inserts page, he drafts the additional sentences.
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Original

Pear Mom and Pad,

I would love to 9et internet. | promise | will NOT break
the rules You make. 141 do, You can take the CoMfU‘l’er’ away.
1€ Keisten and Kyle break the rules You can do whatever!

Also, when we can look v camp sites on the internet. We
can 9et hotels o££ the internet, oo,

The pest wa 1+ kelfs us with projects. 14 can kelf Vs
with science and social studies pro)ects. Mom, fad, please
concernt.

Love,
megan

P.5. We can (’lo\?’ edvcationql ques, and Mom 7’00 can bu)’
antiques of4 EBay oo,
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Revision

Pear Mom and Dad,

Do You +hingk wt should ﬁert ernet 7 do,
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Sekod LI e can 40 onthe Clernct

4o elpvs with proj €S - We can get cesearch Tt can help mewith,

Leve,

F.5, We can educationa| :
! qu;+ ,,Elq camandl James, an an buy antiques Ti‘.!ij‘f‘ﬁlm
P-£5. X quess i
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Final Draft

November 15, 2007
Pear Mom and fad,

Do You think we shovld et internet? | do, and here are
some réqsons wk)’.

It can hele vs have more 4qmily time. We can do q lot of
things fogether. Well, we can find and reserve camp sites. We
can 9et hotels, eay bills, and see the weather too. Mom, You
Know we qlmost qlwqys need to see the weqther.

Mom, Jad, | think we should make rules. | fr'omise Lwill
follow the rules You make. 1€ 1 don’t You can fake the comeuter
away. 1€ Kristen and KYle break the rules You can do whatever!

This 15 one that heles with SHOOL!! We can 9o on the
internet to kele vs with ero)eds. We can 3e+ research, It can
hele me with my sfel ing. 1t has maps and other stu££. And You
know it is a waste of 9as 1o 9o 1o Debbie’s house to use the
internet. Mom, Pad, please consider 11,

Love

s
P.5. We can flaq’ edvcationql James, and Mom you can bv7’
antiques off Eﬁqy too.

P.f.5.19uess | can kelf around the hovse too 1€ that will kele

7’00 66\7’ 7’65.
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