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Introducing Word Choice lesson

, writing sample by North Dearborn Elementary fourth grader (Guilford, IN)
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Gettin’ Better Verbs

DIRECTIONS: Replace each get/ got with a stronger action verb without
repeating a word.

1. When | went to camp, | got a head cold.

2. After dinner, my dad got a phone call from his boss.

3. Jerry listened to the teacher explain the lesson,

but he still didn’t get it.

4. When will we get our school pictures taken?

5. Ellen got an A- on her test.

6. When dad sold his lawnmower, he got $1500.00 for it.

7. Mom got all the items on her grocery list with a coupon.

8. My dad thought he knew the directions, but he got mixed up.

9. We got to the theater late and missed the opening act.

10. My sister got free tickets for the concert next week.

11. During our camping trip, | got bit by several mosquitoes.

12. My teacher asked me how | got my unusual name.

13. Dad got lost when we went on vacation this summer.

14. Mom got really upset with my brother.

15. Do you get that you shouldn’t use “get” as a verb?

Introducing Word Choice lesson
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Tines. It stays in there for 3—b hours. Most di—
gestion takes place here. Last large intestines
hold the leftovers unhil it leaves the body as
waste.

| love (’VM(’KM (’ie.
And | can’™t wait for the next piece.

Introducing Word Choice lesson, written sample by Wilbur Wright Elementary School fourth grader (New Castle, IN)
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Introducing Word Choice lesson, written samples by South Adams Middle School fourth grader (Geneva, IN)
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Fall-Walk Single Sentence Contest

One freezing cold Ay the swn's warmth vanished anay.

A rownish odk, \eaf ligs on the growd with white frost outlining it like lace.

The giant odk, tree with the shape of a waoon in it waits for fall to be over.

The tip of one amdll leaf is all that remains green on this plant.

When the wind blows, the weeds make a noise (ike a shaking rattlesnake tai.

The blowing wind carries the light seeds into the field.

L walk. in the wind as the crackling leaves cling to my feet.

The sndke hole was too small for my) hand to it in it

In the chilly air, Aying beatifilly, two birds circled throvgh the soft but smeared clouds.
Oead, ripped-wp yellow grass blows dl over the dirty ground.

The leaves turn scarlet, dandéion, and cherry in the fall.

The wind blows wildly through the bare tree.

Red and blue birds singj to the world, and when the wind stops blowing, they start to sing aggin.
A roloin chirps madly at a squirrel.

Tn the shiny, blue sy not many) clouds float over the trees with no leaves.

Introducing Word Choice lesson, sentences by Lincoln Elementary School fourth graders (Huntington, IN)
© 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane
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Introducing Word Choice lesson, writing sample by South Adams Middle School fourth grader (Geneva, IN)
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(Green

Qreen is the color of a mermaid’s fin gliding through the water,
The color in the rainow that leads to the pot of gold,

A dragon’s body, scdy and shining (ke gems,

An emerald stone, dlittering with a luscions green texture,

A green thumlp, caring for the earth, helping her plants grow,

The Trigh, with their beantiful island, soaked in grass and flowers,

Beavntifill seaneed, dancing daintily) in the salty) ocean,
A frog, fat and azy, rever a care in the world,

The e of a little girl, quiet and gendle,

The color of the cactus, sodking in the luscious moisture,
A greeny) juicy apple in the middle of an Tndian suweer,
A head of lettuce bright green, sodking in the sunlight.
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Introducing Word Choice lesson, writing sample by South Adams Middle School fourth grader (Geneva, IN)
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Red

Red 15 the color of q juicy red apple,

And q k?’dr‘a\‘l'ed Wa\‘l'(’,f‘?' toma-to,

1475 the color of q bequtiful dew speckled rose,
It covers q British uniform with buttons,

A torn £ilthy red £lag signifies danger,

Cranky grouchy craps scuttle qpout,

Kequ handsome cardingls 417 in the sk,
Pelicate dainty blood cells hover in their veins,
Juicy fender bees chunks make me drool,

sweet yelly wobbles like jello,

Globs of catsup make q Jood hot do9,

And scarlet lipstick on my wmom’s lips.
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1—61

We stay between the murky, white lines

And night seees in through The windows, puddling in my lae.
Headlights skitter past like l1ghtning bugs,

Marching in ranks of wo.

Night seees in, puddling in my lag,
While taillights like campfire embers,
March in ranks o€ two,

On the soo+7’, hre—scared qﬁ(”qu.

Tallights like camefire embers,

fance throvah the forest of £lorescent si9ns,
On the soo+7’, hre—scared ququ,

And | £eel the velvet, night—jazz.

Headlights skitter past like l1ghtning bugs,
Pancing through the forest of florescent signs,

| feel the velvet, mght—jazz,

And we alway's stay between the murky, white lines,

Introducing Word Choice: Precision lesson, writing sample by Norwell High School tenth grader (Ossian, IN)
© 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane



