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1. Even before the day they met in 1519, Vlool-g,lu MA __ and Hcr nando (_.Dl" $€Sknew of each other.

Cortés had arrived in ME,XI'LU nine months earlier from Cuba. The SPQ[] i {.h had begun

establishing colonies on the islands of the Caribbean Sea. Stories of great riches in Mexico encouraged

Cortés and other Spaniards to gain some of the & 7_«[1{, S Wea lth

2. CO I""' £s was one of a group of Spanish soldiers who would later be called conquistadors or

(p nau&‘s%ﬂdors. But Cortés faced a major challenge in defeating the Aztecs. His force of about 500 men
¥

was greatly outnumbered.

3. However, Cortés did have a few advantages. Mdal Aymor _ protected the Spanish from

the Aztecs’ S—I-m& weapons. Spanish soldiers had 1Y) uSKefs ,akindof I i‘F | c¢

Spanish bullets could easily pierce the Ol O'HQ Sul H‘S the Aztecs wore. The

( aﬂq}{[ﬂ'a dﬂ IS also had horses. The Aztecs had not seen horses before, and the animals frightened

them. One native person said the horses “ran like deer and could catch anyone (the Spanish) told them to.”

4, Cortés had allies too. An gﬂy is a friend who will help in a fight. The people that Cortés

met on his way to ]8“06"1;&.'”6! N__ did not want to live under AZ‘}‘E{, rule. Many of them

decided to help Cortés defeat the Aztecs.

5. One ally of Cortés was an Aztec woman called Dn ﬁ'ﬂ_ Marin4 __ aname she took after

becoming a Christian. Dofia Marina spoke several ;' ﬂd fgn languages and spoke to the native

peoples of Mexico for Cortés. Doiia Marina helped Cortés persuade thousands to join him. One Spaniard

described Doiia Marina as an excellent person, and a good interpreter.,



6. An important ally that the Spanish did not know they had was the germ that causes Sma ”?0}’ . Some

historians think thousands of Aztecs caught smallpox afier Coriés arrived.

7. Attheir first meeting in 1519, MDC'ICZ«WHL’{ agreed to let Cortés stay in En ochhHa f. Almost a year

later, the A 216{,5 rose up and threw the S Pﬂlﬂ (s h out of their city. Moctezuma was

killed, perhaps by his own people. Cortés escaped. But he returned late in | 57-0 with many

more nalive peoples as allies. ln 1521, the mightiest empire of the Americas fell to the conquistador.
Founding New Spain

8. In ]636 . Spﬂfﬂ established the colony of N@W Spa in The

capital of New Spain was MCJ( 1¢0 _CA_'I'L{ . Today, Mexico City is the capital of Mexico.
S

Spanish officials came to set up a government, make laws, and build schools and universities. Roman
Catholic priests came to convert or change, native peoples from their own religion to Christianity.
9. Spanish leaders such as Cortés discouraged native peoples from continuing to sacrifice people to their gods.

CD‘DV] IS‘I" also came from Spain. A colonist is a person who lives in a colony. Spanish

colonists hoped to gain wealth by starting farms, businesses, and gold and silver mines in New Spain.
The Conquests Continue

10. Ten years after the conquest of Mexico began, Spain sent Fl'a neIsSco P{w rro to South

America to conquer the I nL.an E mp ire . Pizarro captured the Incan ruler
¥

}'H'Cd hvm Z_I{}'ﬁl in 1532. The following year, Pizatro’s forces captured OU'Z.CO , the Incan

capital city, By 1535 Pizarro had founded a new capital called ’/I‘Mﬂ , in a colony called
Pevu
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