
LAYERED COLOR PENCIL 

 

1. Practice layering color pencil 

a. Find 5 colors from a magazine and clue on 9x12 white paper 

b. Layer two or more colors to match the magazine color. 

c.  Layering helps to achieve a bright, vivid, solid color.  (Do not use only 

one solid color) 

d. Use complementary colors to achieve a shaded or shadowed area. 

e. Black should be used sparingly. 

 

2. Find a colored photograph that has mixed colors.  

NO CARTOONS! 

 

3. Cut white paper in proportion to the photo. Paper needs to be 12x14 or larger. 

You can not work smaller! 

 

4. Grid photo and paper into 16 squares/rectangles of equal dimensions.  DRAW 

GRID LINES LIGHTLY! (You will be erasing the grid lines) 

 

5. Sketch out picture lightly comparing lines, shape, form, proportions…with the 

photo. 

a. Sketch out each square as if it were its own picture  

b. Watch proportions, size and details so they are drawn accurately. 

c. Use contour lines.  DO NOT SHADE! 

 

6. Get your sketch approved before you begin with color pencils. 

 

7. Erase grid lines thoroughly 

 

8. Begin layering with color pencil.  Use a scratch piece of white paper to test your 

colors on.  

 

9. Accurately MATCH colors to photo. 

 

      


