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Latin America Study Guide Name: ____________________________

1.  Mayan pyramids would most likely be found in (country) _______________________.

2.  In many Latin American countries, a major cause of _________________________ 
problems has been the uneven distribution of land and wealth.

3.  ______________________ caused the forced migration of millions of Africans to 
the Americas from the 1500’s to the 1800’s.

4.  Thousands of people have emigrated from the Caribbean Islands in search of _______

5.  ________________________________ was created by the United States, Mexico, 
and Canada to eliminate trade barriers on one another’s goods.

6.  _______________________________ was created to increase economic strength of
its members by creating a free trade zone in the region.

7.  Brazil’s capital was moved to _____________________________ because the 
government wanted to draw people away from the coast.  

8.  A major difference between Brasilia and other major cities in Brazil is that Brasilia is 
located in the __________________________ of the country on the Brazilian 
Highlands.

9.  The climate of the Caribbean is mostly (climate type) ________________________

10.  Millions of African were forced to immigrate to the Caribbean Islands by 
_____________________________ colonists as slaves.

11.  ______________________ is most important to the economy of the Caribbean 
Islands.

12.  People with both Native American and European ancestors are called _____________

13.  Bananas, cacao, rice, and sugarcane grow at which elevation zone? _______________

14.  The greatest contribution to air pollution in Mexico City is ____________________.

15.  ____________________________ is used by farmers in hilly or mountainous 
regions.
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16.  __________________________, which is used by farmers, prevents soil erosion.

17.  The largest climate type is South America can be described as ______________ and 
_________________.

18.  Because of warm temperatures and plentiful rainfall, the natural vegetation in areas 
nearest the Equator consists of an abundance of thick tropical ____________________

19.  _____________________ (South American continent) is mostly dry desert.

20.  In temperate regions, _________________________________ undergo long-
distance migration to warmer climates.

21.  Of the types of agriculture listed, which is used the least in Latin America:
subsistence farming, plantation agriculture, slash and burn farming, paddy farming
___________________________________.

22.  The ____________________________ and the ________________________ 
influenced the development of South America by bringing diseases that killed vast 
numbers of Indians, spreading Roman Catholicism among the natives, and establishing a 
rigid social structure in the region.

23.  Widespread unemployment in the Caribbean Islands has forced many islanders to 
______________________ to other countries.

24.  Because it lies on four tectonic plates, Mexico’s central plateau is under constant 
threat of ___________________________ and ______________________ activity.

25.  One of the negative effects the Spanish and Portuguese had on the development of 
South America was the introduction of _________________________________ that 
killed large numbers of American Indians.

26.  The increase in the __________________________ is an issue that has increased 
world focus on Latin America.

27.  Rapid ____________________________ to Mexico’s cities has produced a strain 
on the infrastructure of the city.

28.  The region of Latin America, named for the _____________________ based 
languages people speak, includes Mexico, Central America, and South America.
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29.  The main religion in Latin America is _________________________________.

30.  Which type of agriculture is practiced the most in Latin America? 
________________________________

31.  The climate of Latin America is greatly influenced by ________________________

32.  The effects of colonialism and slavery are still evident on most of the 
______________________ Islands.

33.  Central America’s land is dominated by (landform) _________________________


