
Unit 2, Lesson 2
Empires in the Middle 
Ages

Part 1



Whole Group Reading: Chapter 2       
In chapter 1, we listened to an overview of an important time 

in history called the Middle Ages. Today, we will read Chapter
2, “To the Manor Born.” Let’s look at the vocab first!



• The BIG Question for today…



Page 10 & 11 Discussion
1. What were some of the things privileged boys and girls 
       learned to do? 
 
2. What does the author tell us were the primary 
     responsibilities of serfs?

Now, read page 11 silently. 

1. What is another name for a castle? 

2. How does this, along with the information you read on 
    page 10, help explain the meaning of the title of this   
     chapter?

3. Based on what you just read, who do you think had more  
    power and freedom in the Middle Ages—serfs or lords? 
    Why?



Page 12 and 13 

Let’s silently read page 12 to the end of the
sentence on the top of page 13. 

1. How did a lord become even richer or 
wealthier through his serfs?

Now, read page 13 silently.
1. Why was medieval society organized for 
war?



Use the diagram on Activity 
Page 2.2 (which you also 
saw in ch. 1) to help you 
answer the following 
questions:

• What did the lords offer 
serfs in exchange for 
their loyalty?

• If the lord needed to put 
together an army for the 
king, who was required 
to fight? 

• Why do you think the 
lord did not make serfs 
fight?



• Let’s reflect on the image spanning pages 
12 and 13. Based on what you read, what 
do you think is shown in this image?

• Describe some of the things you see.



Read pages 14 and 15 silently.
• How did the serfs’ jobs change during 

different seasons of the year?
Spring- fields were 
plowed and planted. 
Animals delivered their 
young.

Summer- crops 
protected and tended.

Fall- crops harvested 
and grain stored.

Winter- fences and 
barns repaired.



• Let’s talk about
this fun Letter 
Quest!



Discuss the Chapter/Wrap Up      (10 min.)
1. Serfs and the lord each did something for the other. What 

did each promise the other?

1. Imagine you are traveling through the medieval countryside 
and you see a boy about your age. Based on today’s 
reading, what evidence would you use to decide whether 
the child is a serf or a noble?

1. Describe what you would see on a lord’s estate during 
   the Middle Ages.

1. Why do you think the feudal system, or the arrangement 
   between lords and serfs, existed?



Homework:

Take home Activity Page 2.7, “If You Were a 
Boy Serf,” to read and complete for 
homework.



Word Work: Rival 
• In this chapter, you read, “There were frequent wars and 

uprisings, including rebellions against the king by rival 
nobles.” 

• Say the word rival with me. 

• Rival means “competing.” 

• The baseball players won their game against a rival team.  

• Have you had to face a rival team, classmate, or peer? 
Can you think of rival teams or opponents in sports or 
other competitions that you’ve witnessed? 



Word Work: Rival
• What part of speech is the word rival? 

• What does rival mean? What are some synonyms 
of, or words that have a similar meaning to, rival? 

• What are some words or phrases that are 
antonyms, or words that have the opposite 
meaning, of rival?



Grammar - Nouns and Adjectives

• Adjectives provide details about nouns, such as their
number, color, shape, or mood.

• Adjectives help you to picture the noun in your mind.



The words a, an, and the are special kinds of 
adjectives called articles. Articles provide 
details about nouns. 

Articles tell us whether someone is describing 
a specific noun (e.g., the king or the apple) or 
a general noun (e.g., a king or an apple). 

Articles



Practice!
• Label nouns with n. Label adjectives with 

adj. 
    

1. Rich lords lived in large castles. 

2. The selfish king did not help his hungry  
    serfs.

  adj.    n.                      adj.        n.

adj.       n.                                    adj.

   n.



Remember!
• Good writers make frequent use of 

adjectives to make their writing more 
interesting. 

• Take special note of adjectives when you 
are reading the chapters in your Reader, as 
well as to use adjectives when you are 
discussing or writing about the Middle
 Ages. 



Activity Page 2.4 (wb page 25)
• We will do 

1-3 
together. 

• Then, you 
complete 
the rest. 



A prefix is a syllable or syllables placed at the beginning of a 
root word to change the word’s meaning.

The two prefixes we will study are un– and non–.  Both mean
“not.”
Adding un– or non– does not change the part of speech of 
the root word. Adding un– or non– changes the meaning of 
the root word.

Familiar – what does it mean?

Unfamiliar – now, what does it mean?

The hard work of farm life was unfamiliar to members of the 
royal family; they were used to having servants do things for 
them.
What are some synonyms of unfamiliar?

Un-

Non-



Practice
• Essential – what does it mean?
• Nonessential – what does it mean?

During a drought, my family and I don’t water our lawn
or use water for other nonessential things.

What is a synonym for essential?



Let’s practice more…



On your own…
• Complete on your 

own. 

• When finished, read
an AR book.



Taking Notes: Graphic Organizer
The Middle Ages text we have been reading is
an informational text and that there are many 
text features (e.g., headings, captions, etc.) 
that are helpful in navigating the text.

The images in a chapter can also be useful in 
locating information, as the images usually 
relate to the text around them.



Let’s look at Activity Page 2.6



Graphic Organizers
• A graphic organizer is a useful tool that will 

highlight how different the lives of lords and serfs 
were during the Middle Ages. 

• I will model how to scan text to locate information 
to complete a graphic organizer. 

• We are just doing the Lords section today. I will do 
homes & work. You will do the rest.





Remember to complete 
Activity Page 2.7 for 
homework tonight!


