
Amplify. 

CKLA Knowledge Strand 
Initial Training 
Grades K-2 

Name: _______________________________________





Knowledge Partners 

Directions: Fill in the name of a different teacher at the same grade level as you in each of the four 
boxes below. You will work with these partners throughout the session. 

Nursery Rhymes 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Fables 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Tall Tales 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Early Asian Civilizations 

Name: ___________________________________ 
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Agenda and Objectives 

Agenda
• Welcome
• The Why
• Teacher Guide Introduction
• Knowledge Strand

o Guiding Principles
o Lesson Components

• Knowledge Strand
o Domain Planning
o Daily Lesson Internalization

• Amending Instruction Resources

• Closing

Objectives

•

•

Identify key ‘look fors’ and practice implementation of critical components and routines
in Knowledge lessons

•

Define the CKLA design principles behind the Knowledge Strand

Utilize the CKLA planning process for Knowledge instruction

o Lesson Practice
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Background Knowledge: Baseball Study

Quick Write 

What implications does the importance of background knowledge in reading comprehension 

have for students?  
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CKLA Design Principles: Knowledge Strand 
 

1. A read-aloud lesson format designed to support language skills is critical to later reading 
comprehension. 

 
CKLA Read-Alouds are highly responsive to the reading and language research, as well as applied 
research on teaching and learning. The structure of the Read-Aloud lessons reflects an emphasis 
on oral language development through vocabulary work, question asking and answering, open-
ended discussions, and integration of oral and written language. Indeed, the Read-Aloud structure 
emphasizes talk before, during and after the reading, which is consistent with most effective Read-
Aloud programs. By hearing and discussing complex texts that the teacher reads aloud, students 
practice sophisticated conversations using an ever-expanding vocabulary. 
 

2. CKLA systematically builds knowledge. 
 
Becoming a critical and strategic reader depends on having a wide breadth of knowledge and 
related vocabulary. A child might be able to decode a word but that does not mean the child can 
infer its meaning. Children must have prior experience with a word to have clarity when reading it. 
Building knowledge to establish strong comprehension is the core premise of CKLA’s Knowledge 
Strand. During Knowledge lessons, literary and informational teacher Read-Alouds are organized 
into domains across history, the arts, and science. The domains in the Knowledge Strand were 
designed to fit the heavily researched and tested Core Knowledge sequence. Content is ordered so 
that new domains build upon the content and vocabulary in previous domains, both within and 
across grade levels. 
 

3. A knowledge-oriented approach to read-alouds builds vocabulary and supports 
comprehension skills development, both of which are critical to later reading 
comprehension. 

 
CKLA’s two-strand approach, based on reading research, ensures that students are both building 
skills and building the background knowledge in content and vocabulary necessary to comprehend 
what they read. If students are not building their language comprehension ability in the early 
grades, their reading scores are likely to begin to fall in Grade 4 and later. Pre-reading activities are 
focused on prior knowledge built from previous instruction. This review works to set a purpose for 
learning, extending skills and knowledge in a coherent and connected manner. Comprehension 
strategies are taught within the context of the text itself. 
 
Students will be asked literal, inferential, and evaluative comprehension questions, responding to 
what they’ve read and finding evidence to support their understanding during class discussions 
and when completing accompanying comprehension activities. 

5



CKLA Design Principles: Knowledge Strand 

$2 Summary 

Write a $2 summary with each word being worth 10 cents. 
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Knowledge Guiding Principles 
Knowledge Lesson Structure 

Section Components Notes 

Introducing the 
Read-Aloud 

What have we already 
learned? 

Where are we? 

Read-Aloud 

Purpose for Listening 

Read-Aloud Text 

Comprehension 
Questions 

Word Work 

Application Application Activity 

Important Points to Remember: Knowledge Guiding Principles 

• The Read-Aloud lesson format is designed to support listening comprehension skills,
which are critical to later reading comprehension.

• CKLA systematically builds knowledge.

• CKLA Knowledge lessons are structured to support students in comprehending a Read-
Aloud that is written two grade levels higher than their current grade level.
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Knowledge: Lesson Components 
Introducing the Read-Aloud 

Video Notes 

As you watch the Introducing the Read-Aloud video, please respond to the following questions: 

1. Which design principle(s) is/are demonstrated in this lesson component? Circle the
principle(s) below.

• A read-aloud lesson format designed to support language skills is critical to later
reading comprehension.

• CKLA systematically builds knowledge.
• A knowledge-oriented approach to read-alouds builds vocabulary and supports

comprehension skills development, both of which are critical to later reading
comprehension.

How do you know? 

2. How will this component help set students up for success in comprehending the Read-
Aloud? 

Important Points to Remember: Introducing the Read-Aloud 

• The Introducing the Read Aloud component of the lesson will help to activate students’
background knowledge to better understand the text.

• The Introducing the Read-Aloud component will also provide students with essential
background information and vocabulary needed to comprehend the text.
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Knowledge: Lesson Components 
Read-Aloud 

Video Notes 

As you watch the Read-Aloud video, please respond to the following questions: 

1. Which design principle(s) is/are demonstrated in this lesson component? Circle the
principle(s) below.

• A read-aloud lesson format designed to support language skills is critical to later
reading comprehension.

• CKLA systematically builds knowledge.
• A knowledge-oriented approach to read-alouds builds vocabulary and supports

comprehension skills development, both of which are critical to later reading
comprehension.

How do you know? 

2. How did the teacher keep the students engaged in the Read-Aloud? What else could the
teacher have done to engage students?

Important Points to Remember: Read-Aloud 

• Read-Alouds should be read as written and quickly paced to keep students’ attention.

• Use a variety of quick discussion techniques for comprehension questions during the
Read-Aloud. 

• Add costumes, artifacts and digital media to bring Read-Alouds to life!

• The goal of the Read-Aloud is to expose students to new content. Students are not 
expected to fully master content after one text, but rather build an understanding through 
multiple texts.
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Kindergarten Read-Aloud Practice Lesson
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First Grade Read-Aloud Practice Lesson
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Second Grade Read-Aloud Practice Lesson
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Knowledge: Lesson Components 
Read-Aloud: Comprehension Questions 

Video Notes: 
As you watch the Read-Aloud: Comprehension Questions video, please take notes on the 
following questions: 

• What discussion techniques does the teacher use? How do these engage her students?

• What additional discussion techniques could the teacher employ to further engage her
students?

Important Points to Remember: Comprehension Questions 

• Discussion after the Read-Aloud  is intended to aid students in their comprehension of 
the key components of the text.

• Use a variety of student engagement strategies to increase student-to-student discourse 
during discussion, such as Think-Pair-Share, small group discussion and Socratic 
Seminar.

• Comprehension questions include a variety of literal, inferential and evaluative questions.
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Knowledge: Lesson Components 
Word Work 

Important Points to Remember: Word Work 

• Word Work activities are an opportunity for students to practice the correct use of a key
vocabulary word.

• As much as possible, make this lesson component an opportunity for students to stand
up and move around the room.
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Application Activity 

Somebody 

Wanted 

But 

So 

Then 
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Kindergarten
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First Grade
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Second Grade
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Knowledge: Lesson Components Six-Frame 
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Amplify. 
CKLA Assessment Overview 

Strand Assessment Purpose How Data is Used 

Knowledge Formative 
Assessment 

Identified at the beginning of the lesson, 
used to determine individual student and 
class progress towards mastery of 
identified primary focus objective(s) 

• Informs future whole group instruction

Checks for 
Understanding 

Monitors individual student and class 
progress towards mastery of primary focus 
objectives 

• Informs in-the-moment and future whole
group instruction

Exit Pass Completed at the end of a lesson, used to 
determine individual student and class 
progress towards mastery of identified 
primary focus objective(s) 

• Informs future whole group instruction

Pausing Point Assess all students’ mastery of literacy 
skills, knowledge, and vocabulary covered 
in the first half of a domain 

• Informs teacher choice of Pausing Point
Activities

• Can be used as a grade

Domain Assessment Assess all students’ mastery of literacy 
skills, knowledge, and vocabulary covered 
in a domain 

• Informs teacher choice of Culminating
Activities

• Can be used as a grade
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Amplify. 
Supporting All Learners: Knowledge Strand 

T he Knowledge Strand also contains Support, Challenge and English Learner sidebars. 
The Knowledge Strand does not contain additional activities for students. 
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Amplify. 
CKLA Knowledge Domain Planning Template 

Domain Overview:  Read through the Domain Introduction and respond to the questions below. 

Why is this domain important? 

What are 3-5 key takeaways students 
should have by the end of this domain? 

How does this domain fit into the 
sequence of learning for the year? How 
does it reinforce what has been taught in 
previous grades or prepare students for 
future grades? 

Grade_________________________ Domain Title ________________________________________________
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Amplify. 
Domain Assessment:  Read through the Domain Assessment in the Teacher Guide and respond to the questions below. 

What key content will students need to be 
successful on the Domain Assessment? 

What key vocabulary will students need to 
be successful on the Domain 
Assessment? 

What literacy skills will students need to 
be successful on the Domain 
Assessment? 
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Knowledge Domain Visual 
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Amplify. 
Knowledge Lesson Internalization 

Review the Lesson 

1 Review the Primary Focus Objective(s) and aligned standards. Identify how the Primary Focus 
Objectives build toward student success with the standards. (Use Teacher Guide, Lesson Introduction.) 

2 Complete the Formative Assessment/Exit Pass (found on the first page of the lesson) and Check for 
Understanding (found within the lesson) and record what literacy skills, knowledge and/or 
vocabulary students will need to demonstrate on each of those components. 

Dive into the Lesson 

3 Read each lesson component (Introducing the Read-Aloud, Read-Aloud and Application) and 
reflect: 

• How will this component set students up for success with the Primary Focus Objective(s), 
CFU and/or the Formative Assessment/Exit Pass?

• What student engagement strategies are included with each component?
• What materials will be needed for each component?

Customize the Lesson – If you’re ready and feel comfortable… 

4 Review the Read-Aloud and prioritize which sidebar supports/questions to use during the Read-
Aloud. 

• Consider which supports/questions will support students in mastering the Primary Focus 
Objective(s), CFU, Formative Assessment/Exit Pass and/or Application Activity. 

5 Review the Discussion Questions and: 

• Prioritize which questions to ask after the Read-Aloud. 
o Consider which questions will support students in mastering the Primary Focus Objective(s), 

CFU, Formative Assessment/Exit Pass and/or completing the Application Activity.
• Determine the discussion format students will use to respond to the questions. (e.g. Think-

Pair-Share, Small Group discussion, Socratic Seminar, Call and Response, etc.)

6 What possible misconceptions might students have during the lesson? How do you plan to address 
these? 

7 What additional engagement strategies might you incorporate during the lesson? (e.g. call 
and response, kinesthetic movements, props, artifacts, multimedia, etc.)  

8 Plan for the Application Activity: 

• Consider how the Application Activity provides students with the opportunity to extend their
learning from the lesson and domain.

• Determine how you will execute the activity.
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Kindergarten Knowledge Make ‘n Take: Domain 1, Lesson 1 

Brainstorm Nursery Rhymes to bring to your class below: 

35



First Grade Knowledge Make ‘n Take: Domain 1, Lesson 1 

Directions:  Use the chart paper provided to create the story map below. 
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Second Grade Knowledge Make ‘n Take: Domain 1, Lesson 1 
Directions:  Use the chart paper provided to create the story map below. 
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CKLA Elevator Speech 

________________________________________________________ 

(Who) 

________________________________________________________ 

(What) 

________________________________________________________ 

(When) 

________________________________________________________ 

(What) 

________________________________________________________ 

(Why) 

Example: The CKLA Knowledge Strand teaches develops students listening comprehension 

skills and background knowledge for 60 minutes per day using a variety of materials, so that 
students can independently comprehend texts on multiple topics.

Example: Teachers plan to use the CKLA Knowlege Strand for 60 minutes per day by reading 
the domain introduction and internalizing the daily lesson, in order to provide students with 
the background necessary to independently comprehend a wide range of texts.
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Amplify Educational Support Team 

Today’s Presenter: ____________________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Technical Support: help@amplify.com 

Pedagogical Support: edsupport@amplify.com 

Phone: Call toll-free at (800) 823-1969 
Monday through Friday, 7am to 7pm 

Live Chat! On mclasshome.com 
Monday through Friday, 7am to 7pm 

Strengthening Professional Development Opportunities: 
Instructional Leaders  

• Enhancing Observations for Instructional Leaders, K-5 (½ Day Onsite)
• Enhancing Observations for Instructional Leaders, K-5 (½ Day Remote)

K-2 Teachers 
• Enhancing Planning & Practice, K-2 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Enhancing Planning & Practice, K-2 Teachers (½ Day Remote)
• Data-Driven Instructional Planning, K-2 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Small Group Instruction & Remediation, K-2 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Writing, K-2 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)

3-5 Teachers 
• Enhancing Planning & Practice, 3-5 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Enhancing Planning & Practice, 3-5 Teachers (½ Day Remote)
• Data-Driven Instructional Planning, 3-5 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Small Group Instruction & Remediation, 3-5 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Writing, 3-5 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)

K-5 Teachers 
• Enhancing Planning & Instruction for English Language Learners, K-5 Teachers (½ Day

Onsite)
• Enhancing Planning & Instruction for Students with Special Needs, K-5 Teachers (½ Day

Onsite)

Session Survey 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CKLAInitialTraining 
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