
Juxtaposition

Placing together opposite or contrasting images. Used to 
surprise the viewer, set up a comparison, or make a 
statement. 

To create a collage that shows juxtaposition, glue at least 
one object onto a background where it doesn’t belong. The 
object must look strange and out-of-place. 

Want your collage to make a statement? Think about why 
what makes an object look out of place. That contrast is 
what gets the message across. 

Examples: 
● A tree growing out of a garbage can shows how we 

trash our environment.
● A child’s head on a grownup’s body in an office 

shows how kids grow up too fast in our culture. 

Project: 

Start with 18” x 24” paper. Grid your collage and draw it 
lightly. 
Choose one pair of complementary colors (green/red, 
blue/orange, purple/yellow).
 Mix these colors with each other and with white to paint 
the picture.  
The goal is to match the values in the picture. Your colors 
will not look realistic and that’s okay!
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