Intro to Psychology – Final Project

This is it… the last thing you’ll have due to me.  In addition to your brief final, you will complete one of the following assignments.  Due date is your last day with me, whether you’re a senior or a non-senior.  The objective here is to give you the opportunity to focus on anything we’ve looked at that interests you, minus the projects I’ve assigned:  your limits, then, are that your project can have to do with anything EXCEPT drugs.

Try something new.  You may use anything from either semester.

Option 1 (preferred by me, most fun for you, worth the least)


Create a videotaped presentation reflecting your aspect of psychology.  Film a commercial (or a few commercials), a short drama, an infomercial, a public-service announcement, or a music video.  Your time limits are 3 minutes minimum, ten minutes maximum.  Group work is encouraged.  I value comedy, but make sure you follow these rules:

1. No profanity (general guide:  if I’ve used it in class, it’s okay.  If not, it’s not).

2. No nudity.

3. No racist themes or remarks.

4. Nothing offensive to any disability or disorder.

5. Try not to spoof Trainspotting or Full Metal Jacket.  Be original.

Your video MUST show me that you understand what you’re filming about, and 

it needs to be at least minimally edited.  I’m aware that this is pretty broad guidance.  Look at the rubric for more detail.  Include the following with your video.

1. a script

2. a detailed list of who did what

3. a short (1 paragraph or so) description of how your video shows your aspect of psych.

NOTE:  YOU CANNOT RECEIVE HIGHER THAN AN 90% (A-) FOR YOUR WORK ON THIS PROJECT AS DESCRIBED ABOVE.  IF YOU WISH TO BUMP THAT UP, THERE ARE WAYS; YOU MUST SEE ME BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF MAY.

Option 2 (for those of you who love research.  Worth the most (100%).


Do a mini-study of some aspect of psychology.  If the very first assignment we did all year (the methodology research study) interests you and is doable, you may execute your study.  If you’d rather look at something else, you can do that.  The limitation is that this needs to be doable IN THIS SCHOOL.  Group work is encouraged.

PLEASE note:  this is not the easiest option.  If you choose this one, you need to be a self-motivated and free-thinking analyst.  I’ll work with you at some length to make sure you know what you’re doing.  If you think you want to go into psychology someday, this is an excellent way to introduce you to some aspects of “real” psychology.  As a guideline, you’ll need at least three weeks to do your study, so be prepared to start soon.  Start thinking now about

Variables

Hypothesis

Materials you’ll need

Ways that I’ll need to help you

Other teachers or administrators you’ll need to inform.

Outside research you’ll need to do (libraries, internet, me, etc).

Option 3 (for those undaunted by written work.  Worth no more than 95%.)


Write a research paper that further explores some aspect of psychology.  In general, we’ve barely scratched the surface of most of our concepts.  Now, you’ll be able to dig a bit.  Group work is NOT encouraged.  You’ll need to do some outside research.  The rubric will be available when you tell me which option you’ve chosen. Here’s what I’m generally looking for.

a. A review of literature or research relevant to your aspect.

b. A look at specific studies, real or hypothetical, that concern this aspect.

c. An explanation of why psychologists study this aspect, and what effect it has on the “real world.”

d. Typed, double-spaced, and at least 2500 words (7-10 pages). 

e. Data that supports your writing:  pictures, diagrams, or graphs.  

Enjoy!

