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The Elements of Art are the basic
components that make up a work
of art.line, shape, form, value,
texture, space, and color.

The Principles of Design deal with
how the elements of art are
arr'anﬂed in a work of art. In

essence, the principles of art deal

heavily with composH-ion.
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ELEMENTS OF ART | PRINGIPLES OF DESiGN

The ingredients that make up a |How you use the ingredients to
work of art make art that works
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A mark than
connects twao
points. 1t islonger
than it is wide,

Anohject that ks 2-
dimensional - has
height and width
Dt no depth

Anobject that ks 3-
dimensional = has
neight, width, and
depth

The range of light ta
dark

The hiue of an
abj@c made visils
waith light,

The area where
objects exist, The
anga surrounding
thie subject

This surface guality
ol &n olject.

TRAST

The different
bebwesn two
related objects.

Having an evin
distribution of
visual wielght

Coamieon
elaments that e
&n artwork
together

Placing greater
attantion in an
area o direct the
WEwWET

Thié regular
repgetition af an
Elemant,

Having risal o
imipiEs maotian

Thié repetition of
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beat in music or
dance
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Contrast in Art.

Differences that create areas of

visval excitement in a work of art.

ContRast

.15 a difference created by using unalike
elements in a work of art.

How po you create CONtRaSt?

*Draw 2 different objects next to each other.
*Make one thing small and one thing big.
*Use Black and White.

*Use Complementary Golors.

1,0 e

CONTRAST: A
Pr'ihciple of art
that refers to
the arrangemen‘r
of opposite
elements (Iigh‘r VS,
dark. colors,
rou.f]h vs. smooth
textures, Iar.ﬁe
vs. small shapes,
etec)

A large difference between two things to create

interest and tension

Contrast refers to differences in values, colors,
textures, shapes, and other elements.

Contrasts create visual excitement and
interest to a work of art.

If all the other elements — value, for example,
are the same — the result is monotonous and
plain. No contrast = boring

Examples of Contrast
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S ougs  Hgh Contrast

CONTRAST

VISUAL VOCAB

o

CONTRAST

. Contrast of Color — warm vs. cool colors

. Contrast of Texture — smooth vs. rough

. Contrast of size — large vs. small

. Contrast of shape — organic vs. geometric
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Contrast

Movement in Art.

Elements arranged to lead the

viewer's eyes into and throogh

a WO

rk of art.

— ﬁ@@ﬂw%

MOVEMENT is the -_ %)

path our eyes | > Lines can create Movement
Follow when we N7
look. at a work of -Movement is one of

art and it is the Principles of Art
generally very

important to keep -A way to guide the

a viewer's eyes Vi_ewe-rs? eye through a
e”ﬂaﬁed in he piece of artwork
work. Without

movemenht, -Use elements to create
artwork becomes a “visual path”

9+agnan+/ Iaoring‘

R ST e A S

Vincent Van Gogh, The Starry Night,
1889

Umberto Boccioni, Unique Forms of
Continuity in Space, 1913

Movement-
A way of combining visual elements (such as lines, shapes, forms, etc...)

to produce a sense of action, or implied motion. It creates the look and
feeling of action & guides the viewer’s eyes through a work of art.
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Contrast

Movement

The repetition of visual movement
r ' S
/ What element shows rhythm?

//j

Kh Hm in art refers to the arrangement of shapes in a wa\/ which
crea‘rec;— on underlym beat. It is similar to the rhythm of music, but

instead of notes and sounds, we use colors and shapes. The best way to
learn about r'hy-l'hm in art is to see it in action.

| Rbiythm_J

A way of combining elements to produce the appearance of
movement, usually through repetition.

Refers to the arrangement of parts in an artwork to create a sense of
motion, or in some case, actual movement.

om’?ﬁ

A REGULAR REPETITION OF THE ELEMENTS OF ART CAN
CREATE A SENSE OF MOUEHENT!RHYTHM

The dou, ha.sfﬂ Yo, .
Suarise.. Suaset.., The city has & rhy+hm.
SuariSE .. SUnGer--

Tha i‘l-l:'rldrﬂ o F qr.ilck
5 rhythm.
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Movement  Contrast

Rhythm

Balance in Art.

The distribotion of visval weight.

BALANCE

a principle of art.

Kyle Brown

FORMAL BALANCE

=

INFORMAL BALANCE

3
y

RADIAL BALANCE

Symmetric ﬁs\rmmg"ic Radial

When no single poart of the
design can overpower or
appear heavier than
another Par+ in the same
design, a sense of visual
BALANCE is created.

Horizontal Axis

Vertical Axis

E T create sgmwﬁ-rrgﬁj

baiunc.e whenTevenly

. ‘ s -'_'P place images on both
: sides oig‘]a_ mid-line.

Agymm@‘ﬁ‘mm?

i te nssymetrical bajance when T balance by
Size qcnr dﬂ‘ss“‘* variety of (magqes) but nek even)
from +he mid-line,

T create radial balance when T repeat shapesand
im 9\.3?.5 Uenl'f +fram the center cvtward. B

The ABCs of Art: The Elements & Principles of Design
Compiled, organized, and added to by WM.C.Gillis
Contact artist, mo@expandingheart.com, to give feedback,
More at wWww, t.com B www, .COm

uisliod sisoyduug 2ouDp|og

Ajun



WOJ'VINYWSIAITS

Rhythm Movement  Contrast

Balance

Emphasis in Art.

Elements arranged to create an
area of dominance or focus.

EMPRASIS

There are many ways you
could go about using
EMPHASIS in your art.
Uc;ually, it involves con+ras+inﬂ
different elements agoinst
each other.
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Balance Rhythm  Movement  Contrast

Emphasis

PATTERNS
GOF
SHAPES

PATTERNS
aF
ColOR

.ndt FH 1y v ﬁumahn-
a pattera.

Mgthematic s haj pathuus,

T vare Brhale e Epmic
Breathing s o patitra,

Tomping jacks ave a patitm.

PATTERN 15 EVERYWHERE!

PATTERNW

'Art is a line around your
thoughts,' Gustav Klimt =
Artist

In art, a PATTERN is a repetition
of «;Peci‘(:ic visual elements. The
d|c+|onar\/ com definition of
‘pattern’ is: an arrangement of
repeaJreol or correspor\chng parts,
decorative motifs, etc. a
decorative de‘SIﬁI’\.

IS THE REPETITION OF THE ELEMENTS
OF ART OR ANYTHING ELSE.

Pastorn - 4 patbern = g mgoeabed shaps o cesnn

X (AF) L
.' mms Kk, matall from Partralt of Adels Biecn-Haoe® - 1807
. Balow are some examples of some well z
lnow patlern typas. Practice droawing the STRAIGHT REPEAT
aarmphen in pencil. ¥ I 8 st )
What othar typea of patterns can you fhink pmm.-ard-ﬁm
ol Experiment dra mh-rn.-punr rapaated and siacked

F:u"tcrﬂy Wings.

patterns, You can ﬂﬂ: o, iy gridd foermat, The

hdﬁmd wadghulies 'w't"":r im'url:lnulﬂnudm:.
. Dekaw 1t matches the
PATTERN IS EVERYWHERE! e
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Emphasis Balance Rhythm Movement  Contrast

Pattern

Unity in Art.

The sense that o work of
art is complete ond that

Unity / Variety

Unity is consistency in a work of art and gives an artwork a finished and

harmonious feel by using similar elements or techniques throughout the
composition. Variety is the use of contrast or difference within a work of art

to create interest.

These repeated
forms, pattern and

texture create unity.

The use of repeated
texture and color
creates unity.

Thesé repeated
rhythm color and
shapes create unity.

Difficult to define but
instinctively r‘ecoanlzed UNITY
in art is one of the arts
Prlnclples repr‘eser\hng the
sum of compositional
elements. The arrangement of
different pieces producin

the harmonious, balanced, and
complete whole would be a
deFinition of unity in art.

UNITYSHOWS WH AT THNGS HAVE IN CoMMON , HOW THE] ARE ALIKE.

. UNITY THE THING THAT JOINS THE PARTS TOGETHER

SAMENESS... ONENESS. ..

Unifarms Shew we are joimed as o team.

fn ard, 42 tlemeats work together, Lir todethes, in4he arbwork Sok [ooks
Compla 'te (Gome art looks more unified o oker art )
= o "
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UnTform=- united  Notuniform-o  When Feopl hmads and  Wte [ine
fafm. ple join hands
bysize aqd shape o 'f‘-‘-.";."f.a;'ﬁ'_‘z uaite, Haey \:tmn-e Shraager. vaifies
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Movement Contrast

Rhythm
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Pattern Emphasis

Unity

Vocabulary Terms Recap.

Princfples' of Design:

Formal Properﬁes
or rules used to
orgahize the
elements of design.

Contrast: Differences that create areas of
visual excitement in a work of art.

Movement: Elements arranged to lead the
viewer's eye into and through a work of
art.

Rhythm: The repetition of visual
movement.

Balance: The distribution of visual weight.

Emphasis: Elements arranged to create
an area of dominance or focus.

/ Pattern: The repetition of visual

elements.

Unity: The sense that a work of art is™
complete and that everything in that work
of art belongs.
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