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English 6 Ms. Lund
Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai

This novel told in verse contains many rich examples of literary devices. While 
reading, record AT LEAST 5 MORE EXAMPLES of poetic devices and 
figurative language that you particularly enjoy as you read the text. 
Here are some examples of LITERARY DEVICES  to identify and analyze. 
QUOTE/EXAMPLE   of 
LITERARY DEVICE

TYPE of DEVICE INTEPRETATION

o An old, angry knot 
expanded in my throat (p2) 

o A seed like a fish eye, 
slippery shiny black (p8) 

o Peacock tails at the corner 
of his eyes (p13) 

o Soft as a yam gliding down 
(p21) 

o Bridge shaped like a 
crescent moon (p32) 

o Like magic a crepe forms 
(p34) 



o Tears of an ugly fish (p36) 

o Her brows twist like laundry 
being wrung dry (p37) 

o Bombs explode like thunder 
(p48) 

o Gaunt like bark (p54) 

o Black seeds spill like 
clusters of eyes, wet and 
crying (p60) 

o Uncle Son flares elbows into
wings...our family sticks 
together like wet pages (p61) 

o Crawling on like raging ants 
from a disrupted nest (p63) 

o Bombs pierce the sky (p66) 

o Red and green flares explode 
like fireworks (p66)
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