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Students will…
• Understand the characteristics of informational writing.

• Brainstorm topics for their informational report.

• For Teacher: Dolphins read aloud by Melissa Stewart; Informational Writing poster,
The Writing Process poster, Brainstorm organizer, Animal Facts organizer, 
Informational Writing Youtube Video

• For Students: Brainstorm organizer, Animal Facts organizer

• Gather students and explain that in this unit we will learn how to write an informational report. Have 
students share their prior knowledge about informational writing.

• Show the Informational Writing video to help your students understand informational writing.

• Read through the Informational Writing poster. Discuss the definition and characteristics of informational 
writing.

• Read aloud Dolphins to students. Discuss the characteristics of informational writing that we see 
displayed in this book. Explain how the author organized facts about dolphins into subtopics such as: “A 
Dolphin’s Life”, “Where Dolphins Live”, “Super Dolphins”, etc. Discuss how these subtopics help to 
organize the author’s writing.

• Explain that today we will begin writing our informational report. Explain that good writers always prewrite 
before they write a report. Explain the prewriting stage with The Writing Process poster.

• Project your Brainstorm organizer. Explain that the first thing you need to do is brainstorm a topic for your 
informational report. Think aloud as you share animals that you either know a lot about or are curious 
about. Circle the animal that you plan to write about. 

• Project your Animal Facts organizer. Write the name of your animal in the center of it. Explain that just like 
the author of Dolphins organized her facts into subtopics, you are going to do the same. Read aloud the 
four subtopics on your organizer: “Looks Like”, “Eats”, “Habitat”, and “Interesting Facts”. Explain how you 
will organize facts into these subtopics. 

• Explain that you will need to learn more about your animal before you can write a report about it. Before 
you do that, you can first write down facts you already know for each subtopic. Model how to write facts 
you already know in each section of the Animal Facts organizer.

• Distribute the Brainstorm organizer to students. Pair students and ask partners to take turns discussing their 
ideas for animals to write about. Remind students to write their ideas down on their organizer as they are 
discussing. 

• Ask students to circle the animal that they will write about.

• Distribute the Animal Facts organizer to students. Ask students to write their animal in the center of it and 
write facts they know about their animal in the relevant sections. 

• Conference with individual students as the class works on their writing.

• Invite a few students to share what they worked on today and provide them with positive feedback. 

(Optional: You may want to put their work under a document camera.)
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