Name Date:

Ms. Ansman
America: An Immigrant Nation Webquest
Part One: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html

1. Using the interactive map, compare where people moving to the United States came from during
the Gilded Age to where people are moving from in 2000.

Gilded Age Immigrants Immigrants in 2000

2. Explore both the "Percent of Population" and the "Number of Residents" maps from the year from the
year 1900 and the year 2000. What is one thing that you find surprising? Why do you think it is
surprising?

3. In 2-3 sentences, compare the available data for the United States in the year 2000 to the available data
from the year 1900:


http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html

Part Two Research: How many people have moved to the United States and from where between
Sources:
http://www.emmigration.info/us-immigration-history-statistics.htm

1821-1840

1891- 1910

1921- 1940

1991- 2010

Part Three: Using your documents from the day last class and the article: Identify three reasons why
people immigrated to the United States

http://www.globalization101.org/push-factors/
http://www.lwvhcnc.org/PDFs/ImmigrationStudy Motivations Hatch.pdf
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/what-we-are-working-on/immigration/root-causes-of-migration/

Gilded Age Immigrants Modern Day Immigrants

Common Reasons:



http://www.emmigration.info/us-immigration-history-statistics.htm
http://www.lwvhcnc.org/PDFs/ImmigrationStudy_Motivations_Hatch.pdf

Part Four: Using your documents from last class, provide three challenges faced by immigrants socially
or economically.

L.

2.

3.

Part Five: Find a case study (individual story) about an immigrant’s move to the United States (then or
now) and prepare to share that story in a small group.

Possible Source:
http://www.pbs.org/destinationamerica/ps.html

Source:

From Where?

Reasons for Moving:

Challenges Faced:

Other Interesting Parts:


http://www.pbs.org/destinationamerica/ps.html

Additional Information:
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/reports/2014/10/23/59040/the-facts-on-
immigration-today-3/

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-
united-states

Part Six: **Complete for homework if not completed during class**
Read and do C’s and Q’s on the following documents. Write a paragraph answering the question: How
has the US immigration system changed over time?

Document One:

The Chinese Exclusion Act was approved on May 6, 1882. It was the first significant law restricting
immigration into the United States. In the spring of 1882, the Chinese Exclusion Act was passed by
Congress and signed by President Chester A. Arthur. This act provided an absolute 10-year moratorium
on Chinese labor immigration. For the first time, Federal law proscribed entry of an ethnic workinggroup
on the premise that it endangeredthe good order of certain localities. The Chinese Exclusion Act required
the few non laborers who sought entry to obtain certification from the Chinese government that they were
qualified to immigrate. But this group found it increasingly difficult to prove that they were not laborers
because the 1882 act defined excludables as “skilled and unskilled laborers and Chinese employed in
mining.” Thus very few Chinese could enter the country under the 1882 law. The 1882 exclusion act also
placed new requirements on Chinese who had  already entered the country. If they left the United
States, they had to obtain certifications to re-enter. Congress, moreover, refused State and Federal courts
the right to grant citizenship to Chinese resident aliens, although these courts could still deport them.
When the exclusion act expired in 1892, Congress extended it for 10 years in the form of the Geary Act.
This extension, made permanent in 1902, added restrictions by requiring each Chinese resident to register
and obtain a certificate of residence. Without a certificate, she or he faced deportation.

The passage originally appeared in Teaching with Documents: Using Primary Sources from the National
Archives. Washington, DC: National Archives and Records Administration, 1989: pp.82-85.

Document Two:

The Immigration Act of 1924 limited the number of immigrants allowed entry into the United States
through a national origins quota. The quota provided immigrationvisas to two percent of the total
number of people of each nationality in the United States as of the 1890 national census. It completely
excluded immigrants from Asia.... [In 1921], immigration expert and Republican Senator from Vermont
William P. Dillingham introduced a measure to create immigration quotas, which he set at three percent
of the total population of the foreign-born of each nationality in the United States as recorded in the 1910
census. This put the total number of visas available each year to new immigrants at 350,000. It did not,
however, establish quotas of any kind for residents of the Western Hemisphere.... When the
congressional debate over immigration began in 1924, the quota system was so well-established that no


https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/reports/2014/10/23/59040/the-facts-on-immigration-today-3/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/reports/2014/10/23/59040/the-facts-on-immigration-today-3/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states

one questioned whether to maintain it, but rather discussed how to adjust it. Though there were advocates
for raising quotas and allowing more people to enter, the champions of restriction triumphed. They
created a plan that lowered the existing quota from three to two percent of the foreign born population.
They also pushed back the year on which quota calculations were based from 1910 to 1890. Another
change to the quota altered the basis of the quota calculations. The quota had been based on the number
of people born outside of the United States, or the number of immigrants in the United States. The new
law traced the origins of the whole of the U.S. population, including natural-born citizens. The new quota
calculations included large numbers of people of British descent whose families were long resident in the
United States. As a result, the percentage of visas available to individuals from the British Isles and
Western Europe increased, but newer immigration from other areas like Southern and Eastern Europe
was limited.

Public domain. The full document is available at the US Department of State, Office of the Historian:
http://history.state.gov/milestones/1921-1936/immigration-act.

Document Three:

The basic policy changein the 1965 Act was the abolition of the national origins quota system.... All
future immigrants would compete on a first-come, first-served basis for the limited immigrant visas
without regard to country of origin. An annual ceiling of 170,000 immigrant visas (exclusive of parents,
spouses, and unmarried children of United States citizens) was established for all countries outside the
Western Hemisphere. After July 1, 1968, immigrants from these non-Western Hemisphere countries
would enter on a first-come, first-served basis, regardless of place of birth or racial ancestry within a
system of preference categories. Provision was also made that no more than 20,000 immigrants from
any one non-Western Hemisphere country could enter during each fiscal year. An annual ceiling of
120,000 visas was imposed on the Western Hemisphere. The preference system would not be applied
to immigrants from thispart of the world.... A second important change in immigration policy contained
in the 1965 Act was the placing of greater emphasis on family relationships as a basis for selection of
immigrants. This change was accomplished in two ways. First, parents of United States citizens over the
age of 21 were added to the list of immigrants not subject to numerical limitations of any sort. Second,
the order and size of preference categories was altered so that family reunification was
emphasized....Another difference is thesystem distinguishes between levels of skills giving precedence
to the professional and higher level skills. Preference ~ System,Immigration Act of 1965 (1) First
preference: Unmarried sons and daughters of U.S. citizens. (2) Second preference: Spouse and unmarried
sons  and daughters of an alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence. (3) Third preference:
Members of the professions of scientists and artists of exceptional ability. (4) Fourth preference:
Married sons and daughters of U.S. citizens. (5) Fifth  preference: Brothers and sisters of U.S.
citizens. (6) Sixth preference: Skilled and unskilled workers in occupations for which labor is in
short  supply in U.S. (7) Seventh preference: Refugees to whom conditional entry or adjustment of
status may be  granted. (8) Non Preference: Any applicant not entitled to one of the above preferences.

With kind permission from Springer Science + Business Media: Charles B. Keely, “Effects of the
Immigration Act of 1965 on Selected Population Characteristics of Immigrants tothe United States”,
Demography, May 1971.


http://history.state.gov/milestones/1921-1936/immigration-act

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/200903 10-immigration-explorer.html

http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/studentactivity/20090413.pdf

https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured articles/20090413monday.html

https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/04/13/coming-to-america

https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/04/27/learning-about-u-s-immigration-with-the-new-york-times/

http://www.c3teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NewYork 11 Immigration.pdf



http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/03/10/us/20090310-immigration-explorer.html
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/studentactivity/20090413.pdf
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/20090413monday.html
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/04/13/coming-to-america
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/04/27/learning-about-u-s-immigration-with-the-new-york-times/
http://www.c3teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NewYork_11_Immigration.pdf

