
Warm-Up Journal 

• Name 
• Date: 4/8
• Topic: Me
• Something I wish people knew 

about me is that I….
• Hang on to journal when done



Today’s Agenda

• Journal
• Discuss spotlight 

photographer/video
• Get a Photo Challenge based on his 

work
• Rest of the week – time to work on 

assignments and resume



Hey!

•Beavers will be gone 
Friday
• End of 5th six weeks
• All late/missing work has to be

turned in Thursday 



Humans of New York by 
Brandon Stanton
Photographer Spotlight



Brandon Stanton
• From Georgia
• History major
• Bond trader in Chicago
• Lost his job
• Moved to New York



New York



New York



"I've been walking dogs for 14 years now. Im 
the Pied Piper of dogs. I can walk five dogs in 
one hand, and five dogs in the other hand, and
I can tell you which one needs to poop."



New York



New York



New York



Humans of New York . com





“Can we 
make this 
quick? 
They’re 
serving tea at 
church and 
I’m in a 
hurry!” 





“I want to be
a mailman 
so I can let 
people know
when it’s 
their 
birthday.”



Facebook - 2010



Facebook & Tumblr

• 18+ million followers on 
Facebook
– The Series 2.1 million followers 

• Blog at humansofnewyork.com
• Tumblr
• Instagram



Today in Microfashion



Today in Microfashion





Metropolitan Detention Center, 
Brooklyn

• (3/4) “One night it got so bad that I got a gun and pointed it at him. 
I didn’t know how to use it. I didn’t even know if the safety was on. 
My son walked into the room at the time and tried to stand 
between us. Donald jumped over him, grabbed the gun, and pistol-
whipped me. After that I tried to run away again. While Donald was 
taking flying lessons, I packed everything into a U-Haul and drove 
away so fast that the trailer came apart on the highway. When 
Donald discovered I was gone, he sent some goons to my brother’s 
house and beat him up in front of his entire family. When they 
finished beating him, they told him that my mother was next. So I 
went back. After that Donald didn’t trust me anymore. He made me
start traveling with him. He didn’t give me a choice. He’d say: ‘Pack 
your bags. We’ve got business.’ He involved me with everything. He 
made me stand there while he dealt the drugs. He made me call 
people and relay messages for him. He had me make deliveries. I 
did everything he told me to.”



Metropolitan Detention Center, 
Brooklyn



• “Two days ago at school we learned how to 
play a game called chest. You have horses and 
pawns and bishops and castles, and you’re 
supposed to steal other peoples’ places by 
squirting your pawn diagonal and eating their 
pieces. If anyone else wants to learn chest, I’ll 
teach them.”



“Two days ago at school
we learned how to play 
a game called chest. You
have horses and pawns 
and bishops and castles,
and you’re supposed to 
steal other peoples’ 
places by squirting your 
pawn diagonal and 
eating their pieces. If 
anyone else wants to 
learn chest, I’ll teach 
them.”





“I didn’t start running until I was 51 
years old. As I walked around the 
park, I’d always see these runners out
there. So I decided to give that a try. 
After a year, I tried to run a 
marathon. I hit a wall at the 20-mile 
mark, but then I threw up, and then I 
found the energy to finish. 
I ran 16 marathons in 17 years, until 
my doctor told me that I had to stop 
because of my heart. After that, I 
started walking 10 miles a day. 
Now I’m 91 and I’m still more 
confident than I ever was when I was 
younger.”



"I work for a plumbing 
company. You probably 
wouldn't guess by 
looking at me, but I talk 
about toilets all day long.
I mainly work in sales. 
But if the toilets are 
broken, I'll handle that 
too. You should see the 
reaction I get from a 
group of guys when I tell 
them that I'm here to fix 
the toilets."



Crowd Funding/Sourcing 



“We’re kinda trying to make an igloo but we’re 
not sure how to make the roof.”



• “He’s my nephew. I 
watch him two or three 
days a week while my 
sister is at work. Last 
night we went to see a 
play and today we’re 
just running errands. 
It’s nice to be an uncle 
because I can enjoy his 
company without 
feeling the burden of 
providing for him. We 
have a lot of fun...”



“I emigrated from Liberia at the 
age of 18, and a lovely Jewish 
family took me in and helped 
fund my education. Their names
were Anne and William 
Rothenberg. They had never 
even met me before. But they 
allowed me to live with them 
and introduced me to everyone 
as their daughter. They would 
never explain beyond that—it 
was always just ‘our daughter.’ It
was so fun to see the confusion 
on people’s faces. They’ve both 
passed away. But a few years 
ago I started a scholarship fund 
for Liberian children, and I 
named it after them.”





Philippines 



Susie’s Senior Dogs 





Privacy



• “My parents were teenagers when they had my brother and me. 
My mother abandoned us early on. My father told us she was 
manic-depressive. I remember going to the public library with my 
brother when I was nine or ten, trying to find out what ‘manic 
depressive’ meant. Mom came in and out of our lives over the next 
few years. She never stayed long. My father wasn’t much better. He 
was hardly ever home. My brother and I had to raise ourselves. 
School was my only outlet. I did everything: dance team, student 
council, honors society, even powerlifting. I was the first from my 
family to go to college. I went to graduate school at Columbia, and 
now I’m a college counselor for low-income students. I don’t talk to 
either of my parents. My mom sends me texts every once in awhile,
but I don’t answer. Because it was all in spite of her. Not because of 
her.”



“My parents were teenagers when they had my brother and me.
My mother abandoned us early on. My father told us she was 
manic-depressive. I remember going to the library with my 
brother when I was 9 or 10, trying to find out what ‘manic 
depressive’ meant. Mom came in and out of our lives over the 
next few years. She never stayed long. My father wasn’t much 
better. My brother and I had to raise ourselves. School was my 
only outlet. I was the first from my family to go to college. Now 
I’m a college counselor for low-income students. I don’t talk to 
either of my parents. My mom sends me texts every once in 
awhile, but I don’t answer.”



Show Video
• Show from 1:10 to 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txONCwKYx14

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bcm6kwWv09o&nohtml5=False

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txONCwKYx14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bcm6kwWv09o&nohtml5=False


Getting Personal



How does he get such good interviews 
in less than five minutes? 

• See video @ 57:08

• Pay attention to how he does it because 
you’re going to do the same thing for the 
photo challenge 

• In four minutes…
–What advice do you have for people?
– Taking legal custody of her little sister away from 

their abusive mom and raising her alone. 



Video
• skip to 57:20 where Brandon demonstrates with a member of the 

audience how he approaches and talks to strangers

• https://www.quora.com/Humans-of-New-York-How-does-Brandon-
Stanton-get-strangers-to-talk-about-their-deep-and-personal-
stories/answer/Catherine-Nipps

https://www.quora.com/Humans-of-New-York-How-does-Brandon-Stanton-get-strangers-to-talk-about-their-deep-and-personal-stories/answer/Catherine-Nipps
https://www.quora.com/Humans-of-New-York-How-does-Brandon-Stanton-get-strangers-to-talk-about-their-deep-and-personal-stories/answer/Catherine-Nipps
https://www.quora.com/Humans-of-New-York-How-does-Brandon-Stanton-get-strangers-to-talk-about-their-deep-and-personal-stories/answer/Catherine-Nipps


Your assignments this week

•Spotlight questions on
Stanton
•Humans of Midway 
Photo Challenge



Photo Challenge



Photo Challenge:  Humans of MidwaY

Inspiration: Humans of New York by Brandon 
Stanton 
Purpose: To practice portrait composition and 
photo editing
TEKS/Student Expectations:
– Recognize composition principles and their impact on 

photography.[1B] 
– Create digitized images using technology to complete 

the process.[2J]
– Improve print quality by using appropriate equipment 

or technology.[2K]



Photo Challenge:  Humans of Midway

• Due date: 4/12 (next 6 wks) 

• With what: phone, iPad or digital camera



Photo Challenge:  Humans of Midway

• Like Brandon Stanton stops ordinary people walking 
around New York streets, you will stop a random 
stranger on the Midway campus.

• Introduce yourself as a photography student and ask if 
you may take a photo (tell them why). 

• Photograph your subject any way you choose: standing,
sitting, posing, alone, with a friend…. any way!

• Get a quote from your subject (see other side of the 
page for interview ideas). Also get his/her grade level.

• Edit your photo so that your subject’s quote is on top of
the photo with his/her name and grade.



Photo Challenge:  Humans of Midway



Photo Challenge:  Humans of Midway



Spotlight: Brandon Stanton

• Name
• Today's Date 4-8
• Date due: Fri 4/12 (next 6 wks)
• Page 119 red binder and 

Schoology



Things to do today

• PChallenge – Walk in My Shoes – 
LATE (Schoology) 
• Photoshop 15 & 16 AND Steve 

McCurry spotlight  (due today) 
• Journals go in hanging file 
• Start work (due Friday 4/12) 
–Stanton Spotlight
–Photo Challenge: Humans of Midway 



Day 2

Day 2 is usually EOC testing day/work
day



Testing Day Agenda

1. Pick up photo off podium and put under 
Photography section of your portfolio

2. Get grade report, fix missing grades
Six weeks ends Friday when Beavers is NOT here so
must turn in missing wok by Thursday @4

3. McCurry  spotlight – late
4. Walk in My Shoes Challenge – late 
5. Stanton Spotlight – due Friday
6. PChallenge HOMY on Schoology – due Friday 



Things to do today

• If applying for newspaper/yearbook,
get application from red bulletin 
board- due 4/_____
• Due FRIDAY
–Stanton Spotlight
–Photo Challenge: Humans of Midway
–Class schedule choice sheet for next 

year signed (turn in to  third period) 



Day 3

Work day



As you arrive

•Get portfolio out of your 
hanging file and have a 
seat
• Take out your resume 



Agenda

•Quick resume update
• Time to work on things



Resume

• Will have a final, typed resume in 
your portfolio in May
• Should already have
–Name 
–Address
–Phone…. Etc.



Let’s fill out…

• Education
–Will graduate in ____year__________



Let’s skip

• Skills – leave blank
• Will do when we type the resume 



Let’s fill out…

• Contest Participation and awards
– Art on Elm Avenue  2019 participant 
– PTA Reflections photo contest  2019 participant 



Let’s fill out

• Employment history
– Job?
– No job – skip! 



Let’s fill out

• School organizations
– Clubs
– Sports
– Anything that is not a required class assignment 



Let’s fill out

• Other organizations
– Outside of school clubs, teams, religious 

memberships, volunteering… 



Let’s skip

• Other skills – skip 



At your table

• Examples of Humans of 
Midway photo challenge 
that is due on Friday
1: Photo          3: Name 
2: Quote          4: Grade



How does he get such good interviews 
in less than five minutes? 

• Pay attention to how he does it because 
you’re going to do the same thing for the 
photo challenge 

• In four minutes…
–What advice do you have for people?
– Taking legal custody of her little sister away from 

their abusive mom and raising her alone. 



Things to do today 
NOT HERE TUES - Pick up photo off podium and 
put under Photography section of your portfolio
NOT HERE TUES - Get grade report, fix missing 

   Six weeks ends Friday when Beavers 
is NOT here so must turn in missing 

work by Thurs @4
1. Stanton Spotlight – due Friday
2. PChallenge HOMY on Schoology – due Friday 



Things to do today
• Get grade report off podium
–  Fix missing grades
– Put graded work in hanging file

• Get nature project back out of tub on podium
– Not a 100? Fix and turn back in for better grade

• Due TODAY
–Photo Challenge: Walk in my Shoes (Edmodo)
–  Brandon Stanton Spotlight (worksheet)
–Photo Challenge: Humans of Midway 

(Edmodo)
–Class schedule for next year (third period)
–Applications for Yearbook/Newspaper can go 

in grading tray (Due April 28)



• "What's your favorite thing about your mom?"
"She nags me a lot. And I know that doesn't 
sound like a good thing, but that means she 
loves me."



"I'm going to 
Matthew's birthday 
party. He loves to 
play trains with me."



• “I was a maître d’ at a restaurant for thirteen years. But one week I got a really bad
case of pneumonia that put me in the hospital. While I was lying in that hospital 
bed, I was thinking about how I really didn’t want to go back to work. Then that 
motivational speaker came on TV. You know-- the one that has all those teeth in his
mouth. And he said: ‘Think back to what made you happy when you were young! 
That’s what you should be doing!’ Well I grew up in the country, and I always had a 
lot of dogs, so I thought that nothing would make me happier than to be a dog 
walker. But I knew I needed to distinguish myself. So I decided to make a uniform. I 
smoked a joint and came up with this outfit. I wanted people to look at me and 
think: ‘If this man is walking our dog, and there’s some sort of major disaster, he’s 
going to survive. He’s going to fish for those dogs. He’s going to build a bunker and 
shelter those dogs until it’s safe to bring them home.’ After I finished the design, I 
got four of my friends to wear the uniform, and we borrowed all the neighbors’ 
dogs, and we walked them down 5th avenue while handing out business cards. I 
got five customers that first day.”



"I've been walking dogs for 14 years now. Im 
the Pied Piper of dogs. I can walk five dogs in 
one hand, and five dogs in the other hand, and
I can tell you which one needs to poop."





Show video

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYTjzx6w
aMo

• Meet the Creator Behind the Photo Blog 
Humans of New York 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYTjzx6waMo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYTjzx6waMo


International 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJqaO1H
SLf0

• Humans of New York photographer Brandon 
Stanton goes global - BBC News 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJqaO1HSLf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJqaO1HSLf0


• (1/7) “My parents were supportive of my education, but 
they didn’t direct me. My father was a farmer and my 
mother was a housewife. They did not know much about 
science. But I was determined to become a scientist 
through my own personal will. I graduated high school with 
the third highest scores in all of Syria. I worked construction
in the evenings to pay for my school. Even as a teenager, I 
was being given construction sites to manage. I graduated 
from university at the top of my class. I was given a 
scholarship to pursue my PhD. I suffered for my dream. I 
gave everything. If I had 100 liras, I would spend it on a 
book. My ultimate goal was to become a great scientist and
make a lasting contribution to humanity.”



• “My husband and I sold everything we had to afford the journey. We 
worked 15 hours a day in Turkey until we had enough money to leave. The 
smuggler put 152 of us on a boat. Once we saw the boat, many of us 
wanted to go back, but he told us that anyone who turned back would not 
get a refund. We had no choice. Both the lower compartment and the 
deck were filled with people. Waves began to come into the boat so the 
captain told everyone to throw their baggage into the sea. In the ocean we
hit a rock, but the captain told us not to worry. Water began to come into 
the boat, but again he told us not to worry. We were in the lower 
compartment and it began to fill with water. It was too tight to move. 
Everyone began to scream. We were the last ones to get out alive. My 
husband pulled me out of the window. In the ocean, he took off his life 
jacket and gave it to a woman. We swam for as long as possible. After 
several hours he told me he that he was too tired to swim and that he was 
going to float on his back and rest. It was so dark we could not see. The 
waves were high. I could hear him calling me but he got further and 
further away. Eventually a boat found me. They never found my husband.” 
(Kos, Greece)



• “My dad doesn’t want me to join the military 
because I’m his only son. But I’ve watched a 
lot of movies and cartoons and stuff about the
military. It seems cool and I want to be a part 
of that.”



• “I retired six months ago. I moved from five 
acres in Texas to a small apartment in Harlem, 
and I just love it. I can do whatever I want, all 
day long. This morning I explored the Garment
District. Right now I’m going home to eat 
some chicken and waffles with my neighbor. 
Tonight I’ll probably smoke some pot.”



“I’m working on my second doctorate and doing clinical research in HIV. I’ve 
always wanted to be a tenure track professor, but I’ve been questioning that 
lately. I imagined that one day I’d get to a place where I can do the research 

that I want to do. But I’m seeing now that it’s more about doing the research 
that will get funded. “



• “I was miserable being a widow. But I knew it was going to be hard 
to meet someone new. There is so much space junk out there. And 
a lot of older men are looking for a younger woman. But I had great 
hopes. I did my visualizations. I pictured a nice, younger, good-
looking man. Every morning I wrote down just what I wanted. Then 
I found him on one of those dating sites. I was a little worried at 
first because his profile said: ‘I’m back, ladies.’ I thought that maybe
he was a womanizer. But he also quoted a psalm in his profile, and 
it was a good psalm, so I sent him a smile emoji. We started 
chatting and decided to meet at the Metropolitan Museum. I 
walked up the stairs and there he was! Suit! Tie! Overcoat! So much
better than his picture! We spent six hours at the wine bar. They 
had to kick us out. We started seeing each other regularly. I felt like 
I was sixteen. Nothing could bother me for months. I couldn’t eat. I 
couldn’t sleep. Everything worked out just like I imagined. It will 
have been eight years together, this July.”



“I’m just working on universal peace and getting 
everybody to love each other. I’m an official 
brother man. There are all kinds of brother 
mans: black, white, Indian. A brother man is 
somebody who helps when people need help. A 
brother man will stand up and say: ‘That’s not 
right.’ A lot of women are brother mans too. But 
we don’t call them brother mans. We call them 
sisters.”



• “I was twenty-two during World War II. First the 
English invaded us from the south, then the 
Russians invaded us from the north. They had a 
lot more men than us and the city completely ran
out of food. I saw many horrible scenes. My job 
was to distribute bread from the bakery. Crowds 
would gather and wait for the handouts. One 
winter night I found a mother sitting against the 
bakery wall, nursing her child. I went to give her a
loaf of bread, but only the child was alive.” 


