Honors English IlI
Summer Assignment
Mrs. Bowen- bbowen@ecpps.k12.nc.us

Each of the following American novels revolves around an important aspect from our history, such as the
Great Depression, the Roaring Twenties, the Civil Rights Movement, the Vietham War, etc. You are to read
The Great Gatsby and a choice novel. The corresponding assignments can be found below. Your assignment
will be due on the first day of school in August- NO EXCEPTIONS!

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Stalinger

The Help by Katherine Stockett

The Color Purple by Alice Walker

The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to his White Mother by James McBride
Kindred by Octavia Butler

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (this novel is REQUIRED)

Assignment 1: Chose a main character from your choice novel and write a 1-2 sentence thesis that explains
what he/she is motivated by in the text. For instance: “ is motivated by his/her desire to ”
Next, find 10 moments in your choice novel where your character is motivated by the factor(s) you mentioned
in your thesis. Create a chart like the one below and provide a quote and page number for each of the ten
“moments.” Then, write a 4 sentence analysis for each moment. (Do not simply summarize your quote;

analyze it.)

Quote and Page Number proving Motivation (3 Analysis of Quote (4 sentences each) (7 points each)
points each)

1.

2.

3.

Assignment 2: After reading The Great Gatsby, write a 2-3 page literary analysis essay arguing how Jay Gatsby

either achieves or fails to achieve the American Dream. You may define the American Dream however you
wish. Specific references to the text and quotes are expected in proving your claim. Provide page numbers in
parenthesis throughout the essay. The essay should be size 12, Times New Roman, and double-spaced. It
must follow MLA guidelines with in-text citations.

*Important: Students will NOT have access to their student accounts over the summer. All passwords will
be changed. Do this with a personal account or with Microsoft word.




Literary Essay Rubric

4

My thesis is a thoughtful

My thesis is a thoughtful

My thesis is an argument

My thesis is not an

0 and clear argument, argument that makes an that may be unoriginal, or argument or it is not
g which makes a unique interesting claim about the too simple. related to my novel.
= claim about the novel. novel.
-My introduction clearly | -My introduction mostly -My introduction may -My introduction may not
includes a short includes a short summary, include a short summary, my | include a short summary,
summary, my theories my theories and my thesis. theories and my thesis, but my theories and my
§ and my thesis. -Most of my body not all of them. thesis.
G -My body paragraphs paragraphs have a main -Some body paragraphs have | -Few or none of my body
E each have a main idea/topic sentence. a main idea/topic sentence. paragraphs have a main
5 idea/topic sentence -My conclusion summarizes | -My conclusion almost idea/topic sentence.
g -My conclusion clearly my argument and tries to summarizes my argument, -My conclusion does not
ﬁ summarizes my make a link/ connection to though it fails to make a summarize my argument
argument and makes a other texts or ideas. connection or there are or brings up new ideas
link/connection to other “loose ends.” without explanation.
texts or ideas.
-Each paragraph clearly | -Each paragraph seems to -Each paragraph may support | -My paragraphs do not
supports my thesis. support my thesis. my thesis, though not clearly. | support my thesis.
-My body paragraphs -Most of my body -My body paragraphs -My body paragraphs do
) each have 2 or more paragraphs include 2 include fewer than 2 not clearly include
é relevant relevant examples/quotes examples or quotes to evidence or the evidence
2 examples/quotes to to support my argument support my argument or they | is not relevant to the
L

support my argument
and an
analysis/interpretation
of how they support it.

and an explanation of how
they support it.

do not explain how the
evidence supports it.

thesis.

Overall Cohesion & Thoughtfulness

-Overall, my essay
clearly communicates
my thinking about the
text and why the issues
raised are important.
-My essay shows insight
into why those
examples chosen are
significant.

-My whole essay flows
smoothly with
transitions between
thoughts.

-Overall, my essay
communicates my thinking
about the text and why the
issues raised are important.
-My essay shows why those
examples chosen are
significant.

-My essay flows well with
transitions between
paragraphs.

-My essay attempts to
communicate my thinking
about the text but fails to
address why the issues
raised are important.

-My essay attempts to show
why those examples chosen
are significant.

-My essay is choppy. The
sections feel separate and do
not flow well.

-My essay does not
demonstrate my thinking
about issues in the text.
-My examples are mainly
re-tellings of parts of the
story

-My essay is choppy. The
sections feel separate
and do not flow.

Grammar and Editing

-My essay has less than
3 errors in spelling,
grammar, or
punctuation.

-I kept my tense
consistent throughout
the essay.

-Used MLA citation
format for quotes.

-My final draft had between
3 to 6 errors in spelling,
grammar, or punctuation.

-I kept my tense mostly
consistent throughout the
essay.

-Used some aspect of MLA
citation for quotes.

-My final draft had more
than 6 errors in spelling,
grammar, or punctuation.
-I had some errors in tense
consistency.

-Used one aspect of MLA
citations for quotes.

-My final draft had many
more than 6 errors in
spelling, grammar, or
punctuation.

-l had many errors in
tense consistency.
-Didn’t use MLA citation
for quotes.




