
Born: 1938, Kolbuszowa, Poland

Henoch Kornfeld 1
Henoch's religious Jewish parents married in 1937. His father, Moishe Kornfeld, and his mother, Liba Saleschutz, had 
settled in Kolbuszowa, where Henoch's mother was raised. There, Liba's father bought the newlyweds a home and started 
his new son-in-law in the wholesale textile business.

1938-39: Henoch was born in late 1938, and was raised among many aunts, uncles and cousins. Around Henoch's first 
birthday, Germany invaded Poland and soon reached Kolbuszowa. Polish soldiers on horses tried to fight against the 
German army, but they were no match for tanks. After a short battle, there were many dead horses in the streets. Henoch's 
town came under German rule.

1940-42: Everyone in town, including the children, knew of Hafenbier, the vicious German police commander with the 
face of a bulldog who was posted in Kolbuszowa. Hafenbier terrorized and killed many of the town's Jews. Henoch often 
played a game with the other children in town in which he would portray Hafenbier, saying to his friends, "If you are a 
Jew, you are dead." Then, with a rifle made from a piece of wood, Henoch would "shoot" his playmates. They, in turn, 
would fall over, pretending they had been killed.

Born: February 7, 1929, Jonava, Lithuania

Judith Beker 2
Judith was one of three children born to a Yiddish-speaking Jewish family living on a farm near the Lithuanian town of 
Jonava. Judith's mother had an extensive Jewish education and taught her daughters at home. Her son, Abe, attended a 
Jewish religious school in Jonava. Judith's father worked in the logging industry.

1933-39: In the fall of 1938, six months after my father died, my mother and I moved to Kovno, the capital of Lithuania. I 
was 9 years old. Kovno at that time had a large Jewish community--approximately one third of the capital's total 
population. My mother worked as a seamstress, and we moved to Kovno so that she could find work and so that we could 
be closer to my older brother and sister who were already working there.

1940-45: The Soviet Union occupied Lithuania in 1940; Germany invaded a year later. In 1943, when I was 14, my family
was deported to the Stutthof concentration camp. On arrival we were forced to stand at attention; a heavyset female guard 
walked by with a whip, saying, "No one leaves alive. You're all doomed." Then we were taken to be examined. A woman 
in line in front of me had some teeth ripped out and blood flowed from her mouth. When my turn came a guard put her 
hand inside my crotch, searching for hidden valuables.

Born: May 12, 1892, Zakroczym, Poland

Fela Perznianko 3
Fela was the older of two children born to Jewish parents living in Zakroczym, a town on the Vistula River near Warsaw. 
Her father was a respected attorney. As a young woman, Fela worked as a hat designer in Warsaw, until she married 
Moshe Galek when she was in her late 20s. She moved to the nearby town of Sochocin, where her husband owned a pearl-
button factory. Fela and Moshe raised four daughters.

1933-39: In 1936 the Galeks moved to Warsaw, attracted by the city's cultural life. When Germany invaded Poland on 
September 1, 1939, Moshe proposed escaping to Palestine. Although Fela was an avid Zionist, she resisted the idea 
because she was hesitant to begin a new life someplace else. Warsaw fell to the Germans on September 28, 1939; by 
December, Fela and her family were already wearing the required armbands that marked them as Jews.

1940-43: The Galeks were forced into the Warsaw ghetto in November 1940. The family lived in a room in a house where
several other families lived. Food was scarce, and days were passed sitting in the house, talking. The family survived the 
mass deportations of 1942, but was seized in the final roundups of April 1943 just before the ghetto was destroyed.





Born: ca. 1888, Kaluszyn, Poland

Feiga Kisielnicki 4
Feiga lived with her husband, Welwel, and their three children in the small, predominantly Jewish town of Kaluszyn, 
which was 35 miles east of Warsaw. The Kisielnickis were religious and spoke Yiddish in their home. Feiga was a 
housewife and her husband was a merchant who often traveled, by horse and wagon, to Warsaw on business.

1933-39: Germany recently invaded Poland, and several days ago, German forces fought Polish troops in a battle right 
here in Kaluszyn. Half the town, including our house, has been flattened by bombs, so we've moved to Welwel's cousin 
Mojsze's neighborhood, on the outskirts of town. German troops are now in Kaluszyn, and the Nazis are "resettling" here 
hundreds of Jews from other towns. Families have all had to double up.

1940-44: Conditions in Kaluszyn have continued to worsen. Here in the ghetto, which the Nazis recently sealed, people 
are dying of hunger. It's difficult to keep our overcrowded houses clean of the deadly typhus-carrying lice, and my 21-
year-old son, Israel Yitzac, has already come down with the fever. I'm afraid for him. He's already weak from hunger, and 
there's very little medicine. I nurse him as best I can.

Born: ca. 1934, Sarospatak, Hungary

Lidia Lebowitz 5
The younger of two sisters, Lidia was born to Jewish parents living in Sarospatak, a small town in northeastern Hungary. 
Lidia's parents owned a successful dry goods business. At the time, ready-made clothes were still rare in the countryside. 
Townspeople and local farmers would purchase fabric at the Lebowitz store and then take it to their tailor or seamstress to 
be sewn into clothes.

1933-39: Lidia was 2 when her Aunt Sadie, who had emigrated to the United States many years earlier, came to visit with 
her two children, Arthur and Lillian. All the cousins had a good time playing together on their grandparents' farm. On the 
trip over from America, Lidia's aunt's ship had docked in Hamburg, Germany, and Aunt Sadie had seen Nazis marching in
the streets. Aunt Sadie was worried about what could happen to her family in Sarospatak.

1940-44: In 1944 German forces occupied Hungary. A month after the invasion, Hungarian gendarmes, acting under Nazi 
orders, evicted Lidia and her parents from their home. The Lebowitzes spent three days crowded into the local synagogue 
with hundreds of other Jewish citizens. Then they were all transferred to the nearby town of Satoraljaujhely, where some 
15,000 Jews were squeezed into a ghetto set up in the gypsy section of town. The ghetto residents had a hard time getting 
enough food to eat.

Born: December 3, 1920, Lodz, Poland

Paula Garfinkel 6
Paula was one of four children born to a religious Jewish family in Lodz, an industrial city with a large Jewish population.
As a child, Paula attended public schools and was tutored at home in Jewish studies three times a week. Her father owned 
a furniture store.

1933-39: My brothers, sisters, and I spent a lot of time at the clubhouse of our Zionist group, Gordonia. Our group 
believed in humanistic values, Jewish self-labor, and in building a Jewish homeland in Palestine. I liked to work with my 
hands and did a lot of knitting, crocheting, and sewing. In September 1939, when I was in secondary school, my studies 
were cut short when Germany invaded Poland and seized Lodz on September 8th.

1940-44: In early 1940 our family was forcibly relocated to the Lodz ghetto, where we were assigned one room for all six 
of us. Food was the main problem. At the women's clothing factory where I worked, I at least got some soup for lunch. 
But we desperately needed to find more food for my younger brother, who was very sick and bleeding internally. From 
the window at my factory I looked out at a potato field. Knowing that if I was caught, I'd be shot, I crept out one night to 
the field, dug up as many potatoes as I could, and ran home.





Born: May 3, 1934, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Jan-Peter Pfeffer 7
Jan-Peter's father, Heinz, was a German-Jewish refugee who married Henriette De Leeuw, a Dutch-Jewish woman. 
Frightened by the Nazi dictatorship and the murder of Heinz's uncle in a concentration camp, they emigrated to the 
Netherlands when Henriette was nine months pregnant. They settled in Amsterdam.

1933-39: Jan-Peter was born soon after his parents arrived in the Netherlands. He was 18 months old when Tommy, his 
baby brother, was born. In 1939 the parents and brother of Jan-Peter's father joined them in the Netherlands as refugees 
from Germany. Jan-Peter and Tommy grew up speaking Dutch as their native language, and they often spent time at their 
mother's family home in the country.

1940-44: The Germans occupied Amsterdam in May 1940. Despite the German occupation, 6-year-old Jan-Peter did not 
feel much change in his day-to-day life. Then just after his ninth birthday, the Germans sent his grandmother to a camp 
called Westerbork. Six months later, Jan-Peter and his family were sent to the same camp, but his grandmother was no 
longer there. During the winter, the Pfeffers were sent to a faraway ghetto called Theresienstadt where Jan-Peter felt cold, 
scared, and hungry.

Born: February 21, 1891, Hamburg, Germany

Else Rosenberg 8
Else, born Else Herz, was one of three children born to a Jewish family in the large port city of Hamburg. Her father 
owned a grain import-export business. As a child, Else attended a private girls' school. In 1913 she married Fritz 
Rosenberg and the couple moved to Goettingen where they raised three children.

1933-39: With the onset of the Depression in the 1930s, Else's husband's linen factory went into decline. When the Nazis 
came to power in 1933, they confiscated the Rosenberg's factory. Deprived of their livelihood, the family was then evicted
from their home. They relocated to Hamburg where they relied upon financial support from relatives and whatever 
earnings two of the children could bring in as sales apprentices.

1940-43: In late 1941 the Rosenbergs were deported 800 miles east to the Minsk ghetto in the USSR. Else was put to 
work cleaning snow and ice from railway tracks at night. In July 1942, after the work brigades left the ghetto for the day, 
it was surrounded by SS men. Else's brigade heard gunfire from the ghetto. For three days the laborers were kept at their 
sites; unrest grew by the hour. When allowed to return, Else saw hundreds of corpses on the ground; miraculously, her 
family was still alive. Some 30,000 had been killed.

Born: March 13, 1888, Schlawe, Germany

Nanny Gottschalk Lewin 9
Nanny was the oldest of four children born to Jewish parents in the small town of Schlawe in northern Germany, where 
her father owned the town's grain mill. Nanny was given the Hebrew name Nocha. She grew up on the mill grounds in a 
house surrounded by orchards and a big garden. In 1911 Nanny married Arthur Lewin. Together, they raised two children,
Ludwig and Ursula.

1933-39: My widowed mother and I have moved to Berlin. We feared the rising antisemitism in Schlawe and hoped, as 
Jews, to be less conspicuous here in a large city. We live downstairs from my sister Kathe who is married to a Protestant 
and has converted. Shortly after we got settled, the Germans restricted the public movements of Jews, so that we no longer
feel safe when we're out of our apartment.

1940-44: My mother and I have been deported to the Theresienstadt ghetto in Bohemia. We've been assigned a room on 
the second floor of a house that is dirty, crowded and infested with lice. The stove is fueled with sawdust. As the youngest
in our room--and I'm 56--I've been lugging in the bags of sawdust on my back. I've been getting increasingly weaker, am 
now hard of hearing and need a cane to walk. Early this morning I learned that I'm on a list of people to go to another 
camp. I don't want to go but have no choice.





Born: July 18, 1936, Liege, Belgium

Zigmond Adler 10
Zigmond's parents were Czechoslovakian Jews who had emigrated to Belgium. His mother, Rivka, was a shirtmaker. She 
had come to Belgium as a young woman to find a steady job, following her older brother, Jermie, who had moved his 
family to Liege several years earlier. In Liege, Rivka met and married Otto Adler, a businessman. The couple looked 
forward to raising a family.

1933-39: Zigmond was born to the Adlers in 1936, but his mother died one year later. His father remarried, but the 
marriage didn't last. Zigmond's father then married for a third time, and soon Zigmond had a new half-sister and a stable 
family life. As a boy, Zigmond often visited his Uncle Jermie's family, who lived just a few blocks away.

1940-44: Zigmond was 3 when the Germans occupied Belgium. Two years later, the Germans deported his father for 
forced labor. After that, Zigmond's stepmother left Liege, giving Zigmond to Uncle Jermie and Aunt Chaje. When the 
Nazis began rounding up Jews in Liege, some of Uncle Jermie's Catholic friends helped them get false papers that hid 
their Jewish identity and rented them a house in a nearby village. Two years later, early one Sunday morning, the Gestapo 
came to the house. They suspected Jews were living there.

Born: February 18, 1881, Goettingen, Germany

Fritz Alexander Rosenberg 11
Fritz was one of three sons born to a Jewish family in the university city of Goettingen, where the Rosenbergs had lived 
since the 1600s. His father owned a linen factory. Fritz worked as a salesman there, and later he and his brothers inherited 
the business. In 1913 Fritz married Else Herz. By the early 1920s they had two sons and a daughter.

1933-39: In 1933 the Nazis came to power in Germany. A year later the Rosenbergs' factory was seized and three Nazis 
came to the family's home. An officer set a gun on the table and informed Fritz that if they didn't leave in a week they and 
their furniture would be thrown out the window. Within a month the family moved to Hamburg. Supported by Fritz's 
uncle, the family remained in Hamburg until the war broke out in autumn 1939.

1940-43: In November 1941 Fritz and his family were deported to the Minsk ghetto in the USSR along with 1,000 other 
Jews from Hamburg. Herded by SS guards to a red brick building on arrival, the family saw bodies scattered over the 
ground. Before the Hamburg transport could be lodged, corpses had to be dragged from the building, and blood scrubbed 
from the walls. Half-eaten food was still on the tables. The prisoners there said that thousands of Soviet Jews had been 
killed to make room for the new transports.

Born: 1919, Warsaw, Poland

Ethel Stern 12
Ethel was born to a Jewish family living in Warsaw. When she was 9, her family moved to the town of Mogielnica, about 
40 miles southwest of Warsaw. Ethel's father spent much of his time studying religious texts. His wife managed the family
liquor store. Ethel attended public school during the day and was tutored in religious studies in the evening.

1933-39: Ethel had always wanted to be a teacher. At age 14, after attending religious school in Lodz, she began to teach 
in the town of Kalisz, where her brother lived. There she was introduced by a matchmaker to Zalman Brokman, who first 
asked his rabbi and then Ethel's father for permission to marry her. In March 1939 they were married. When war began in 
September, Ethel returned to Mogielnica, six months pregnant.

1940-44: Ethel gave birth to a baby boy in January 1940 in Warsaw. By November, the Jews in Warsaw were confined to 
a ghetto. Ethel's husband traded gold pieces for food and goods. When mass deportations began in late 1942, those with 
sewing machines were allowed to remain in a factory to sew military garments, so Ethel's husband bought two machines. 
Ethel worked at the factory until it was liquidated in 1943.





Born: ca. 1903, Kaluszyn, Poland

Welwel Rzondzinski 13
One of six children, Welwel was born to Jewish parents living in the predominantly Jewish town of Kaluszyn, 35 miles east
of Warsaw. His parents were religious, and they spoke Yiddish at home. Welwel's father was a bookkeeper for a large
landowner. After Welwel's father died, his mother ran a newspaper kiosk in Kaluszyn. Welwel married when he was in his
twenties and moved with his wife Henia to Warsaw.

1933-39: When war broke out three months ago, many Jews left Warsaw in a mass exodus towards the east. They were
mostly young and middle-aged men who were afraid that the Germans would deport them as forced labor. I was scared, too,
but I couldn't leave Henia and our two children, Miriam and Fiszel. Now the Germans have entered the city, and they are
seizing Jews off the street for labor gangs. I try to stay inside as much as possible.

1940-43: The Jewish ghetto, situated in the heart of the Jewish quarter, was sealed off a few weeks ago. Our house on Gesia
Street is in the ghetto and so is my grocery store, on Nowolipki Street. Only small quantities of food can legally be brought
into the ghetto, so my stocks have shrunk. Most of my customers purchase the basic items that we are allowed on our near-
starvation ration of bread, potatoes, and ersatz fat. Those of us who have the means complement our diet with black market
goods.

Born: May 25, 1934, Olomouc, Czechoslovakia

Tomas Kulka 14
Tomas' parents were Jewish. His father, Robert Kulka, was a businessman from the Moravian town of Olomouc. His mother,
Elsa Skutezka, was a milliner from Brno, the capital of Moravia. The couple was well-educated and spoke both Czech and
German. They married in 1933 and settled in Robert's hometown of Olomouc.

1933-39: Tomas was born a year and a day after his parents were married. When Tomas was 3, his grandfather passed away
and the Kulkas moved to Brno, which was his mother's hometown. On March 15, 1939, a few weeks before Tomas' fifth
birthday, the Germans occupied Bohemia and Moravia, including Brno.

1940-42: On January 2, 1940, Tomas and his parents and grandmother were evicted from their house by the Germans.
Hoping to save the family business, Tomas' father decided to remain in Brno. Because Tomas was Jewish, he was not
allowed to begin school. A year later, Tomas's parents were forced to sell the business to a German for a mere 200
Czechoslovak crowns, or less than $10. On March 31, 1942, the Kulkas were deported to the Theresienstadt ghetto in
western Czechoslovakia.

Born: June 7, 1882, Hanover, Germany

Kathe Ert Reichstein 15
Kaethe was the fifth of nine children born to Jewish parents. After graduating from secondary school, Kaethe worked with
her father in his bakery. In 1918 she married Samson Reichstein, and the couple settled in Hanover, where Samson was
based as a salesman. Their son Herbert was born in 1920. As his wife, Kaethe was officially required to take on her husband's
citizenship.

1933-39: In 1938 Kaethe and her husband succeeded in obtaining an exit visa for the United States for their 18-year-old son
Herbert as part of the U.S. immigration quota for Poland. Herbert sailed to America in October. Later that same year, Kaethe
and Samson were expelled "home" to Poland with 1,000 other Polish Jews from Hanover. The Reichsteins made their way
to Samson's hometown of Tarnopol.

1940-44: Three months after the Germans overran the Soviets in Tarnopol in June 1941, the Germans established a ghetto.
At 4:30 a.m. on August 31, 1942, Kaethe and Samson were awakened by screaming outside. People in the ghetto were being
rounded up and herded into a public square. Samson pleaded with Kaethe to run with him to hide in a bunker, but she
refused, more terrified of what would happen if she hid and were discovered. She decided to remain alone in the house. Ten
minutes later, she was rounded up.





Born: October 14, 1893, Kippenheim bei Lahr, Germany

Emma Freund 16
The second oldest of six children, Emma was raised by observant Jewish parents in a small town in southwestern 
Germany and they settled in the industrial city of Mannheim after World War I. There she had two children, a son in 1924,
and a daughter in 1930. Emma helped her husband in his business.

1933-39: After the Nazis came to power, Emma's husband lost his business. Her sister Linnchen emigrated to South 
Africa, and the Nazis deported her brother Arthur to Dachau. When the Nazis burned down the local synagogue and 
Jewish school in November 1938, Emma and her husband decided to send their 14-year-old son to Britain. They remained
behind; her husband felt that the Nazis would not harm them any more than they already had.

1940-42: On October 22, 1940, the Freunds were ordered to prepare to leave Mannheim and to assemble near the train 
station. They disobeyed the order and tried to hide with a Jewish family living outside of Mannheim, but were discovered. 
The family was deported to Gurs, a camp in southern France. Emma and her daughter were separated from her husband 
and then transferred to yet another camp, Rivesaltes. Emma fell ill, but was relieved when a Jewish children's aid society 
managed to get her daughter out of the camp.

Born: October 3, 1893, Feudenheim, Germany

Robert Freund 17
The second oldest of five children, Robert was raised by Jewish parents in a suburb of Mannheim. He was wounded while
serving in the German army during World War I. Married after the war and making his home in the industrial city of 
Mannheim, Robert and his wife Emma raised two children, while he made a living as an interior decorator.

1933-39: The Nazis came to power in 1933; Robert's children were forced out of public school and he lost his business. 
When the Nazis burned down the local synagogue and Jewish school in 1938, he and his wife decided to send their 14-
year-old son to Britain. They thought their daughter was too young to be sent abroad. Robert believed the Nazis' 
persecution would not get worse, and decided to remain in Mannheim. War began in 1939.

1940-42: On October 22, 1940, the Freunds were ordered to prepare to leave Mannheim and to assemble near the train 
station. Robert disobeyed and tried to hide his wife and daughter with a Jewish family living outside of Mannheim, but 
they were discovered. In front of his family, Robert was beaten. When he asked them to get it over with and just kill him, 
the beating stopped. The Freunds were deported to Gurs, a camp in southern France where Robert was separated from his 
wife and daughter.

Born: ca. 1898, Gabin, Poland

Isadore Frenkiel 18
Isadore and his wife, Sossia, had seven sons. The Frenkiels, a religious Jewish family, lived in a one-room apartment in a 
town near Warsaw called Gabin. Like most Jewish families in Gabin, they lived in the town's center, near the synagogue. 
Isadore was a self-employed cap maker, selling his caps at the town's weekly market. He also fashioned caps for the police
and military.

1933-39: Isadore felt the pinch of the Depression, but although business was poor, he was able to provide for his family. 
Shortly after the Germans invaded Poland on September 1, 1939, they occupied Gabin. Ten people were shot in the street;
others, such as doctors and teachers, were taken away. The Germans rounded up the Jewish men and held them in the 
marketplace while soldiers doused the synagogue with gasoline and set it on fire.

1940-42: In 1941 the Frenkiels heard rumors that the Germans were evacuating some towns and deporting the Jews to a 
death camp. A cousin visited the family after escaping from a transport and said the rumors were true. "They put you in 
trucks, gas you, then throw your body into a burning pit," he said. Isadore's 3-year-old son ran to his mother crying, "Will 
they burn me, too?" Isadore urged his cousin to tell the Jewish elders. He met with them, but they did not believe his story 
and told him to leave town.





Born: September 10, 1930, Boulogne-Billancourt, France

Nadine Schatz 19
Nadine was the daughter of immigrant Jewish parents. Her Russian-born mother settled in France following the Russian 
Revolution of 1917. Nadine was born in Boulogne-Billancourt, a city on the outskirts of Paris known for its automobile 
factories. She was fluent in Russian and French.

1933-39: Nadine attended elementary school in Paris. Her mother, Ludmilla, taught piano, and her Russian grandmother, 
Rosalia, lived with them. After France declared war on Germany in September 1939, Nadine's mother moved the family 
to Saint-Marc-sur-Mer, a small village on the Brittany coast, hoping it would be safer. There, Nadine resumed her 
schooling.

1940-42: Victorious German troops reached Saint-Marc-sur-Mer in June 1940. After France surrendered to Germany, the 
Germans remained in Brittany. Nadine and her mother moved to the nearby city of Nantes. But local French officials 
frequently cooperated with the occupying Germans to help enforce anti-Jewish laws. In 1942 Nadine and her mother were 
arrested by French police. Nadine was separated from her mother and deported to the Drancy transit camp east of Paris.

Born: ca. 1898, Warsaw, Poland

Sossia Frenkiel 20
Sossia and her husband, Isadore, were the parents of seven boys. The Frenkiels, a religious Jewish family, lived in a one-
room apartment in a town near Warsaw called Gabin. Like most Jewish families in Gabin, they lived near the synagogue. 
Sossia cared for the children while Isadore worked as a self-employed cap maker, selling his caps at the town's weekly 
market.

1933-39: Because of the Depression, Isadore's business had fallen off, but the Frenkiels managed to continue providing 
for their family. Shortly after the Germans invaded Poland on September 1, 1939, they occupied Gabin. They shot 10 
people in the street and took away others, such as doctors and teachers. Then the German soldiers doused the synagogue 
with gasoline and burned it.

1940-45: In 1941 a cousin visited the Frenkiels after escaping from a transport. He confirmed rumors about the killing of 
Jews, warning them: "They put you in trucks, gas you, then throw your body into a burning pit." Sossia's 3-year-old son 
cried, "Will they burn me, too?" Isadore urged his cousin to tell the Jewish elders. He met with them, but they did not 
believe his story. In May 1942, two months after three of Sossia's sons had been deported for forced labor, the Germans 
rounded up all the Jews in Gabin.

Born: May 25, 1889, Tysmenichany, Poland

Michael von Hoppen Waldhorn 21
Michael was born in a village in the southeastern part of Galicia, an Austrian province before it became a part of Poland in
1918. Raised by Jewish parents, Michael served as an officer in the Austro-Hungarian army until the end of World War I. 
After the war, Michael and his Hungarian-Jewish wife settled in Paris, where he became known as Michel. They raised 
three children there.

1933-39: Michael's family was better off in Paris than they had been in eastern Europe. In Paris, Michael was a successful 
businessman with two dry-goods stores, and his children had better educational opportunities. The family also felt 
sheltered in Paris from the antisemitism that was raging in Germany.

1940-42: Germany defeated France in 1940. Because Michael was not a French citizen, he was in danger of being 
immediately deported with other foreign-born Jews. In 1941 he lost his stores and market stall and was arrested and 
imprisoned in Drancy for six months. In July 1942, one month after Jews were required to wear a Jewish star in public, 
Michael was grabbed on the street by the French police and sent back to Drancy. Six days later, the Germans loaded 
Michael and other Polish-born Jews into a cattle train.





Born: ca. 1910, Sokolow Podlaski, Poland

Mendel Grynberg 22
Mendel was raised in a large, Yiddish-speaking, religious Jewish family in Sokolow Podlaski, a manufacturing town in 
central Poland with a large Jewish population of about 5,000. Upon completing school, Mendel worked as a shoemaker. 
He was also active in a local Zionist organization.

1933-39: Mendel was married and had a family when the Germans invaded Poland on September 1, 1939. Aircraft 
bombed the town's market and other civilian targets before victorious German troops marched into Sokolow Podlaski on 
September 20 and began to loot homes in the Jewish community. When Poland was partitioned between Germany and the 
Soviet Union, Mendel and his family fled to Bialystok in the Soviet-occupied part of Poland.

1940-44: Like other Jewish refugees from Poland, Mendel feared the Nazis' treatment of Jews and hoped to save his 
family by staying in the Soviet Union. But Germany attacked the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941. Five days later, the 
Germans had reached Bialystok. On July 16, 1941, the Nazis established a ghetto in the city, and most of the people in the
ghetto were put to work in industries. In August 1943 the Nazis liquidated the Bialystok ghetto.

Born: July 27, 1924, Warsaw, Poland

Abraham Lewent 23
Abraham was born to a Jewish family in the Polish capital of Warsaw. His grandfather owned a clothing factory and retail
store, which his father managed. Abraham's family lived in a Jewish section of Warsaw and he attended a Jewish school. 
Warsaw's Jewish community was the largest in Europe, and made up nearly one-third of the population of the city.

1933-39: After the bombardment of Warsaw began on September 8, 1939, my family had little to eat. The stores had been 
reduced to rubble; we had no water or heat. Hunting for food, I dodged German bombs and stole seven jars of pickles 
from a nearby pickle factory. For several weeks my family lived on pickles and rice. Because of a lack of water, fires from
the bombing raids burned out of control. Relief came when the capital surrendered.

1940-44: By April 1943 I was in the Warsaw ghetto in a walled-off forced-labor area. During the ghetto uprising we could
see the flames. We couldn't believe it. To one side I saw whole streets on fire. To the other I saw Poles in Warsaw's non-
Jewish section preparing for Easter. When the Nazis liquidated the ghetto after the uprising, my father and I were among 
those marched out for deportation. Poles stood on the sidewalk, eyeing the suitcases we carried, saying: "You're going to 
your death, after all. Leave it for us."

Born: ca. 1877, Pultusk, Poland

Gisha Galina Bursztyn 24
Gisha was raised by Yiddish-speaking, religious Jewish parents in the town of Pultusk in central Poland. She married in 
the late 1890s and moved with her husband, Shmuel David Bursztyn, to the city of Warsaw, where Shmuel owned and 
operated a bakery on Zamenhofa Street in the city's Jewish section. In 1920 the Bursztyns and their eight children moved 
to a two-bedroom apartment at 47 Mila Street.

1933-39: By 1939 six of Gisha's children were grown and had left home: her eldest daughters had married, and her four 
eldest sons had emigrated to America and Mexico. Only her youngest son and daughter still lived at home. Her husband 
had given up his business and was working for the Kagan Bakery. Germany invaded Poland on September 1, 1939. After 
being attacked for four weeks, Warsaw fell to the Germans on September 28.

1940-42: When the Warsaw ghetto was set up by the Germans in November 1940, the Bursztyn's apartment ended up 
within the closed-off ghetto. Shmuel continued working at the Kagan Bakery, which was also located within the ghetto. In
April 1942 he was killed by the Germans. Fearing the German roundups, Gisha decided to hide in one of the ghetto's 
makeshift bunkers. During a massive roundup that began on July 22, 1942, Gisha was rousted from her bunker, marched 
several blocks to an assembly point, and herded onto a boxcar.





Born: January 30, 1903, Cologne, Germany

Franz Monjau 25
After secondary school, Franz studied painting at Duesseldorf's Academy of Fine Arts, eventually shifting to art 
education. He joined an avant-garde group rebelling against traditional painting. Later, he taught art to high school 
students. For Franz the drift towards fascism was frightening, as was the increasing antisemitism. But being only half 
Jewish, he did not feel worried about his personal safety.

1933-39: Hitler became chancellor of Germany on Franz's thirtieth birthday. Five months later Franz was arrested. By 
Nazi law he was classified as "Mischlinge" (mixed race) and banned from painting, exhibiting or teaching. His wife was 
barred from teaching because she was "intermarried with a non-Aryan." A museum director employed Franz secretly, but 
the Gestapo found out; Franz was fired. The Nazis assigned him to factory work after the war began.

1940-44: Franz and his wife managed to help the anti-Nazi underground. But then his wife was ordered to Berlin to work 
in a military hospital. In 1943 Allied bombing destroyed the Monjaus' home and nearly all of Franz's artwork. Then his 
mother, a Jew converted to Catholicism, was deported to the Theresienstadt ghetto. The bombings continued. Franz went 
into hiding when the Nazis began deporting "Mischlinge." He was denounced in fall 1944, interned at a "work education 
camp," and then deported to the Buchenwald concentration camp.

Born: March 7, 1930, Kolbuszowa, Poland

Shulim Saleschutz 26
Shulim was the oldest of three children born to religious Jewish parents living in Kolbuszowa, a town in south central 
Poland. His father owned a wholesale general store in town, and was known in the region for his impressive strength. 
Shulim's mother tended to the house and cared for him, his brother, Shlomo, and his sister, Rozia.

1933-39: When Shulim was 9, the Germans invaded Poland. Polish soldiers on horses tried to fight against the German 
army, but they were no match against the tanks. After the short battle, there were many dead horses in the streets. Shulim's
father and his uncle Naftali were forced to help bury the horses. The Germans ordered that Jewish children could not go to
school anymore. Shulim stayed at home with his mother, brother and sister.

1940-42: In July 1941 the Germans forced all the Jews of Kolbuszowa to live in one small section of town. Two of 
Shulim's grandparents, an uncle and two aunts moved in with his family, making their apartment very crowded. Shulim's 
twelfth birthday was a milestone--he now had to wear an armband with a Star of David like the other men. He felt proud, 
and asked his uncle Naftali to take a picture of him wearing the armband. Shulim was assigned to work details with the 
other men. He cleared snow and repaired the roads.

Born: late 1938, Kolbuszowa, Poland

Blimcia Lische 27
Blimcia's parents were religious Jews. Her father, Shaya David, and her mother, Malcia Saleschtz, had settled in 
Kolbuszowa, where Blimcia's mother had been raised. There, Malcia's father bought the newlyweds a home and started 
his new son-in-law in the wholesale flour business.

1933-39: Blimcia was born in 1938, and was raised among many aunts, uncles and cousins. Around Blimcia's first 
birthday, Germany invaded Poland and soon reached Kolbuszowa. Polish soldiers on horses tried to fight against the 
German army, but they were no match for tanks. After a short battle, there were many dead horses in the streets. Blimcia's 
town came under German rule.

1940-42: The children in town feared Hafenbier, the vicious German police commander who was posted in Kolbuszowa. 
Hafenbier terrorized and killed many of the town's Jews. Blimcia often played a game in which her 3-year-old cousin 
Henoch would portray Hafenbier, asking her and their friends, "Are you a Jew?" "Yes," they would answer. "If you are a 
Jew," mimicked Henoch, "you are dead." With his rifle fashioned from wood, Henoch would "shoot" Blimcia and the 
others. They would fall over, pretending they had been killed.





Born: 1891, Minsk, Belorussia

Iosif Rivkin 28
Iosif was born to a Jewish family in the Belorussian capital of Minsk. He fought with the Tsarist troops in World War I 
and was taken prisoner by the Germans. When he returned to Minsk after the war, he began working in a state-owned 
factory building furniture, an occupation in which a number of his relatives also made a living.

1933-39: By the early 1930s, Iosif was married and had three daughters, Hacia, Dora and Berta. The family lived on 
Novomesnitskaya Street in central Minsk, near the Svisloch River. Throughout the 1930s, the girls attended Soviet state 
schools and were involved with the Soviet youth organization the Young Pioneers. By the late 1930s Minsk was filled 
with Polish refugees fleeing the German invasion.

1940-43: On June 27, 1941, the invading Germans reached Minsk. The Rivkins' home was bombed the next day, and they 
were forced into the street. They slept by the river with numerous other refugees, until German guards threatened to shoot 
them all. German posters in Minsk declared that the Nazis had come to liberate the Soviet Union from Communism and 
the Jews. In August the Germans set up a ghetto, where Iosif was put to work as a carpenter. When the ghetto was 
liquidated in October 1943, Iosif and his family were deported.

Born: March 21, 1903, Selo-Solotvina, Czechoslovakia

Chaje Isakovic Adler 29
The youngest of 11 children, Chaje was raised by religious, Yiddish-speaking Jewish parents in a village in 
Czechoslovakia's easternmost province. At the age of 12, she was apprenticed to a men's tailor. In the 1920s she married 
Jermie Adler from Selo-Solotvina. Together, they moved to Liege, Belgium, where they raised three daughters and she 
continued to work as a tailor.

1933-39: Chaje's customers called her the "Polish tailor." Raising her children as Jews in the largely Catholic city of Liege
did not pose a problem. The family spoke Yiddish at home, and Chaje made sure that her children studied Hebrew. When 
war broke out in Poland in September 1939, Chaje was fearful because it brought back troubling memories of her village 
being overrun during World War I.

1940-44: The Germans conquered Belgium in May 1940. Two years later, Chaje's family was ordered by the Nazis to 
register. Catholic friends managed to obtain false papers for the Adlers and rent them a house in a nearby village. On 
Sunday, March 5, 1944, while her husband and eldest daughter were away, the Gestapo came to the door at 5 a.m. They 
had been told there was a Jewish family at that house. Chaje tried to insist that the children were not hers, hoping they 
would be spared, but the Gestapo arrested them all.

Born: November 7, 1924, Minsk, Belorussia

Dora Rivkina 30
Dora was the second of three girls born to a Jewish family in Minsk, the capital of Belorussia. Before World War II, more 
than a third of the city was Jewish. Dora and her family lived on Novomesnitskaya Street in central Minsk. Dora's father 
worked in a state-owned factory building furniture.

1933-39: As a young girl, Dora was athletic and excelled at swimming and dancing. When she was in the second grade, 
she was chosen to dance the lead part in a New Year's performance. She was also a member of the Young Pioneers, a 
Soviet youth organization that held lectures on Soviet history, and also organized camping trips.

1940-43: The invading Germans reached Minsk in 1941 and Dora's family was ordered into the Minsk ghetto. In 1943, 
when the ghetto was emptied, 19-year-old Dora escaped from a transport and joined the partisans but the Germans soon 
captured her band. When the guards ordered them to identify any Jews, everyone remained silent at first. But after a guard
threatened to shoot them all if they didn't speak, a woman pointed at Dora. 





Born: 1923, Minsk, Belorussia

Hacia Rivkina 31
Hacia was the oldest of three girls born to a Jewish family in Minsk, the capital of Belorussia. Before World War II, more 
than a third of the city was Jewish. Hacia's father worked in a state-owned factory building furniture, an occupation in 
which several of his relatives also made a living. Hacia attended Soviet public schools throughout the late 1920s and early 
1930s.

1933-39: The Rivkins' home was in central Minsk, on Novomesnitskaya Street. Hacia was a talented singer and was 
known as being the best singer in her neighborhood. As a young girl she was a member of the Soviet youth organization, 
Young Pioneers. By the late 1930s Minsk was filled with Polish refugees fleeing the German invasion.

1940-43: The invading Germans reached Minsk on June 27, 1941. Hacia's house was bombed the next day, and the family
lived on the street until forced into the Minsk ghetto that August. On November 7, the anniversary of the Russian 
Revolution, Hacia and her family hid in their ghetto apartment during a German roundup of Jews. Leaving meant risking 
deportation or death. Waiting was agonizing. They were certain the Germans would come at any time. To soothe his 
family's nerves, Hacia's father recited stories from Jewish history.

Born: January 6, 1883, Vinnitsa, Romania

Mina Schaerf Litwak 32
Mina was the daughter of Chaim and Scheindel Schaerf. They lived in the multi-ethnic town of Vinnitsa. Mina came from
a religious Jewish family. At 19 she married Josef Litwak, a banker from the nearby town of Dolina, Poland. The couple 
settled in the industrial city of Lvov, where they raised five children. Four languages were spoken in their household--
Polish, Russian, German and Yiddish.

1933-39: The Litwak's two youngest children, Fryda and Adela, had finished secondary school and were planning to 
attend university, but were unable to because the Polish government was enforcing quotas limiting Jewish admissions to 
universities. On September 1, 1939, the Germans invaded Poland from the west, and the Soviets invaded from the east 16 
days later, splitting the country in two. Lvov was in the Soviet sector.

1940-42: On June 30, 1941, eight days after Germany invaded the Soviet Union, German forces occupied Lvov. Towards 
the end of the year, most of Lvov's Jews were concentrated in a Jewish ghetto. Food in the ghetto was scarce, and the 
population was subjected to repeated roundups and deportations. In late August 1942, during the biggest deportation 
roundup in the ghetto, the Germans came for Mina. Her husband insisted on going with her.





1. Henoch and his family were deported to the Rzeszow ghetto on June 25, 1942, and then to the Belzec 
extermination camp on July 7 where they were gassed. Henoch was 3 and a half years old. (Henoch Kornfeld)

2. Judith and her sister escaped during a forced march out of Stutthof in the winter of 1944. Later, posing as 
Christians, they escaped to Denmark where they were liberated in 1945. (Judith Beker)

3. During the roundup, Fela and Moshe were separated from their children, placed in a line with other older adults, 
and summarily executed. (Fela Perznianko)

4. Feiga's son died of typhus. In late 1942, the Nazis liquidated Kaluszyn, sending most of the ghetto's population to 
the Treblinka death camp. Fifty-four-year old Feiga perished. (Feiga Kisielnicki)

5. The ghetto was liquidated in May and June of 1944. All the Jews were deported in sealed freight cars to 
Auschwitz. Lidia and her parents were never heard from again. (Lidia Lebowitz)

6. In 1944 Paula was deported to Bremen, Germany, as a forced laborer. She was freed in the Bergen-Belsen 
camp in 1945. After the war, she emigrated to the United States.  (Paula Garfinkel)

7. On May 18, 1944, Jan-Peter was deported with his family to Auschwitz. He was gassed on July 11, 1944. Jan-
Peter was 10 years old. (Jan-Peter Pfeffer)

8. Else's son Heinz was taken to the Treblinka extermination camp in September 1943. Two weeks later, the ghetto 
was liquidated. Else and the rest of her family were not heard from again. (Else Rosenberg)

9. Nanny was deported to Auschwitz on May 15, 1944, and was gassed immediately upon arrival. She was 56 years 
old. (Nanny Gottschalk Lewin)

10. Zigmond, his aunt and two cousins were sent to the Mechelen internment camp, and then to Auschwitz, where 7-
year-old Zigmond was gassed on May 21, 1944. (Zigmond Adler)

11. The Minsk ghetto was liquidated in October 1943. Fritz was not heard from again. His son Heinz was deported in 
September and was the only one in his family to survive the war. (Fritz Alexander Rosenberg)

12. In May 1943 the garment factory workers were deported to the Trawniki labor camp near Lublin. Ethel was never 
heard from again. (Ethel Stern)

13. Welwel and his family did not survive the war. They are thought to have been deported to the Treblinka 
extermination camp in the summer of 1942 or early 1943. (Welwel Rzondzinski)

14. On May 9, 1942, Tomas was deported to the Sobibor killing center where he was gassed. He was 7 years old. 
(Tomas Kulka)

15. Kaethe Reichstein was deported to the Belzec extermination camp in Poland. She perished there in September 
1942.  (Kathe Ert Reichstein)

16. Emma was transferred to the Drancy transit camp in August 1942. She was deported to Auschwitz on August 14 
and gassed upon arrival. She was 48 years old. [Wife of Robert, #17]  (Emma Freund)

17. Robert was transferred to the Drancy transit camp in August 1942 and was deported to Auschwitz on August 14. 
He was gassed upon arrival. [Husband of Emma, #16]  (Robert Freund)

18. In May 1942 Gabin's Jews were deported to the Chelmno death camp. Isadore, Sossia and four of their sons were 
placed in a sealed van and asphyxiated with exhaust fumes.  [Husband of Sossia, #20]  (Isadore Frenkiel)

19. Twelve-year-old Nadine was deported to Auschwitz on September 23, 1942. She was gassed shortly after 
arriving. (Nadine Schatz)

20. In May 1942 Gabin's Jews were deported to the Chelmno extermination camp. Sossia, Isadore and four of their 
sons were placed in a sealed van and asphyxiated with exhaust fumes.  [Wife of Isadore, #18] (Sossia Frenkiel)

21. Michael was gassed shortly after arriving in Auschwitz on July 24, 1942. He was 53 years old. (Michael von 
Hoppen Waldhorn)

22. Mendel was last seen by friends in Bialystok. He perished some time after June 1941, but no one knows where, 
when or how he died. (Mendel Grynberg)

23. Abraham was deported to Majdanek and then to seven other Nazi camps, including Buchenwald. He was 
liberated in transit to the Dachau camp on April 30, 1945.  (Abraham Lewent)

24. Gisha was deported to the Treblinka extermination camp, where she was gassed in July 1942. She was 65. (Gisha 
Galina Bursztyn)

25. Franz died in Buchenwald's medical experiment barracks on February 28, 1945. The last note to his wife, 
smuggled out of the camp, read, "I am in Buchenwald. All the best. Franz." (Franz Monjau)

26. Shulim was deported to the Rzeszow ghetto on June 25, 1942, and then to the Belzec camp in July. There, Shulim
was gassed with his mother, brother and sister. He was 12 years old. (Shulim Saleschutz)



27. Blimcia and her family were deported to the Rzeszow ghetto on June 25, 1942, and then to the Belzec 
extermination camp on July 7 where they were gassed. Blimcia was 3 and a half years old. (Blimcia Lische)

28. Iosif's daughter, Berta, escaped from the ghetto before it was liquidated. Iosif and the rest of his family were never
heard from again. (Iosif Rivkin)

29. On May 19, 1944, Chaje was deported from the Mechelen internment camp to Auschwitz with her two daughters 
and a nephew. They were gassed two days later. (Chaje Isakovic Adler)

30. The Germans bound Dora's hands, tied a rock around her neck, threw her in a river and shot her. Some young girls
who were in the partisan band later related the story of Dora's death to her sister, Berta, the only surviving 
member of Dora's family. [Sister of Hacia, #30] (Dora Rivkina)

31. Though they escaped deportation in 1941, Hacia's family was deported two years later. Hacia's sister Berta 
escaped the ghetto, but the others were never heard from again. [Sister of Dora, #30] (Hacia Rivkina)

32. Mina and her husband were put on a transport to the Belzec extermination camp, where she perished in August 
1942. She was 59 years old. (Mina Schaerf Litwak)


