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Hobbes and Locke Document Analysis Absolute Monarchy Unit

Document #1

The difference of Commonwealths consisted in the difference of the sovereign, or the person 
representative of all and every one of the multitude. And because the sovereignty is either in one 
man, or in an assembly of more than one; and into that assembly either every man hath right to 
enter, or not every one, but certain men distinguished from the rest; it is manifest there can be but 
three kinds of Commonwealth. For the representative must needs be one man, or more; and if more, 
then it is the assembly of all, or but of a part. When the representative is one man, then is the 
Commonwealth a monarchy; when an assembly of all that will come together, then it is a democracy, 
or popular Commonwealth; when an assembly of a part only, then it is called an aristocracy
                                                                                     Thomas Hobbes “The Levaithan”1651

Document #2

Other kind of Commonwealth there can be none: for either one, or more, or all, must have the 
sovereign power (which I have shown to be indivisible) entire. There be other names of government 
in the histories and books of policy; as tyranny and oligarchy; but they are not the names of other 
forms of government, but of the same forms misliked. For they that are discontented under 
monarchy call it tyranny; and they that are displeased with aristocracy call it oligarchy: so also, they 
which find themselves grieved under a democracy call it anarchy, which signifies want of government;
and yet I think no man believes that want of government is any new kind of government: nor by the 
same reason ought they to believe that the government is of one kind when they like it, and another 
when they mislike it or are oppressed by the governors.
                                                                                                        Thomas Hobbes “The 
Levaithan”1651

Document #3

"Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time of Warre, where every man is Enemy to every man; 
the same is consequent to the time, wherein men live without other security, than what their own 
strength, and their own invention shall furnish them with all. In such condition, there is no place for 
Industry; because the fruit thereof is uncertain; and consequently no Culture of the Earth; no 
Navigation, nor use of the commodities that may be imported by Sea; no commodious Building; no 
Instruments of moving, and removing such things as require much force; no Knowledge of the face of 
the Earth; no account of Time; no Arts; no Letters; no Society; and which is worst of all, continual fear,
and danger of violent death; And the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short."
                                                                                                        Thomas Hobbes “The 
Levaithan”1651

1. What is taking place in England in 1651?
2. Are these writings on a political, economic or social topic?
3. What is a commonwealth ruled by one man called?
4. What type of commonwealth exists if there is a Parliament?
5. What do people who are unhappy call a monarchy? 



6. According to document #3, what does a commonwealth protect people from?

Document #4

The state of nature has a law of nature to govern it, which obliges every one: and reason, which is 
that law, teaches all mankind, who will but consult it, that being all equal and independent, no one 
ought to harm another in his life, health, liberty, or possessions: for men being all the workmanship of
one omnipotent, and infinitely wise maker”
                                                                                                        John Locke “The Second Treatise”  1689

Document #5

Those who are united into one body, and have a common established law and judicature to appeal to,
with authority to decide controversies between them, and punish offenders, are in civil society one 
with another: but those who have no such common appeal, I mean on earth, are still in the state of 
nature, each being, where there is no other, judge for himself, and executioner: which is, as I have 
before showed it, the perfect state of nature.
                                                                                                       John Locke “The Second Treatise” 1689

Document #6

For no government can have a right to obedience from a people who have not freely consented to it; 
which they can never be supposed to do, till either they are put in a full state of liberty to choose their
government and governors, or at least till they have such standing laws, to which they have by 
themselves or their representatives given their free consent; and also till they are allowed their due 
property, which is so to be proprietors of what they have, that nobody can take away any part of it 
without their own consent, without which, men under any government are not in the state of 
freemen, but are direct slaves under the force of war.
                                                                                                          John Locke “The Second Treatise” 1689

Document #7

The only way whereby anyone divests himself of his natural liberty, and puts on the bonds of civil 
society, is by agreeing with other men to join and unite into a community, for their comfortable, safe, 
and peaceable living one amongst another, in a secure enjoyment of their properties, and a greater 
security against any that are not of it 
                                                                                                        John Locke “The Second Treatise” 1689 

7. According to the laws of nature, what should all men be protected from?
8. According to document #5, how to people enter into a civil society?
9. For a government to be considered legitimate what must it have from its people?

Let us pretend that in the near future you will need to write an essay about how the events in England 
during the 1600s changed the English monarchy.   This event was known as the Glorious Revolution.

 In your notes write evidence that the Revolution inspired the writings of John Locke.



 Annotate (brain tag) around these documents relevant outside information that would aid you 
in your writing.


