The Life of World War One Veteran Harold Sumner Small
By Connor T. Shaw



Harold Sumner Small was born on March 10, 1887 in Richmond, Maine.! He lived in
Richmond and later in York during his childhood with his mother Ida E. Small, and his
grandmother Sarah H. Small.? Harold never knew his father, Augustus E. Small, because his
mother, Ida, divorced shortly before or shortly after his birth. The Small family appeared to come
from money because, according to the 1900 United States Census, Ida did not work, and neither
did Sarah, his grandmother, yet they could still afford to pay a housekeeper to clean their
household. That being said, Harold did work a bit for local farms, once he was old enough, as a
farmhand.’ The amount of money he would make however would be barely enough to get by, so
extra money was coming from somewhere. In 1906, at the age of nineteen, Small began
attending Bowdoin College. In 1910, Small completed his bachelor’s degree in Economics and

the Arts, and graduated cum laude, with honors.
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Left: Copy of Harold Sumner Small birth certificate
Right: Photo of Harold Sumner Small in 1911, a year after graduating from Bowdoin College



Shortly after graduating from Bowdoin College, Small met a young lady from New York
City named Viola Crouch. Viola came from a family with means, and young Harold Small was
swept of his feet. It is unknown how they first met, but they were perfect for each other, and
quite happy when together. On April 8, 1911 Harold Small and Viola Crouch married in New
York with Viola’s parents blessing.* The two newlyweds would remain in New York City for
about a year. Then, once their first and only child, a son, Harold Sumner Small Jr., was born they
decided to move up north closer to Harold’s family. The family of three would move to Portland,
where Harold received a job from Briles and Sewall as a bond salesman.’ Viola stayed at home
to take care of Harold Jr., while Harold was the only source of income for the family. The family
would reside at 48 West, and Harold would work for Briles and Sewall at 84 Exchange Street in

Portland until Harold is drafted in 1917.°

Viola and Harold in Wellesley, Massachusetts
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Harold Sumner Small Jr.’s Birth Certificate

On January 5, 1917 Harold Small was drafted into the United States Army. Harold
argued that he should be exempted from the draft due to his work as a bond salesman being the
only source of income for his family. Unfortunately, his argument was deemed not to be a strong
enough case, and was too common an issue. Many soldiers that fought in the war were the only
source of income for their families, so therefore Harold was forced to enlist.” Harold Sumner
Small served in Battalion A of the 1st Maine H.F.A, or Heavy Field Artillery division. While he
served, he rose to the position of Sergeant within his Battalion.® His heavy artillery division was
absorbed into the 26th regiment, and were given mortars, and thus renamed the 101st Trench

Mortar Battery.’ Harold was admitted to an army hospital and died before his changed names,



and before his brethren were shipped out for France. Harold was admitted into the Camp Greene
Base Hospital in Charlotte, North Carolina on November 25, 1917, and died eight days later on
December 3, 1917. His cause of death was acute lobar pneumonia.'® Acute lobar pneumonia is an
extreme form of pneumonia that causes the destruction of a lung within eight days to three weeks
after symptoms show if the patient is not treated. Therefore, Harold Sumner Small never saw any
action overseas due to an inopportune illness leading to him passing away. His division fought
on the front lines of the Western Front in France from February 1918 until the Armistice was
signed on November 11 the same year.!' Harold, unfortunately did not make it home to see his

son Harold Jr. grow into an adult.
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Harold Sumner Small’s Death Certificate 1917

After his death, Viola moved to Needham, Massachusetts with Harold Small Jr.. She did
not work again after Harold Sr.’s death.'? In 1921, Viola would remarry to Wayne Earle Stiles, a
Massachusetts native, and she and Harold Jr. would move in with him. Wayne Stiles was an
architect for his own firm and was quite successful.”* Harold Small Jr. would live with Wayne

and Viola well into his mid-twenties and worked as a stock broker for much of his life. Both



Wayne Stiles, and Harold Sumner Small Jr. served in World War Two, and both survived.
Wayne Stiles died in 1953." Viola, who outlived both of her husbands died in 1963. Harold
Sumner Small Jr. lived until 1990. All three lived in Massachusetts from 1918 until their deaths.
Viola was buried in between both of her husbands tombstones at the Evergreen Cemetery in

Portland, Maine."

Wayne Stiles and his stepson Harold Jr. ride in the family car with Viola alongside



Close-up of Harold Sumner Small’s Tombstone
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