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ACTIVITY:  Root Words and BiologyACTIVITY:  Root Words and BiologyACTIVITY:  Root Words and BiologyACTIVITY:  Root Words and Biology    

 
The study of biology requires an understanding of many technical terms.  Sometimes you can find the 

meaning of an unfamiliar term by looking at its parts.  In this activity you will analyze such parts to help 

you understand many of the terms you will encounter in biology. 

 

Many words have prefixes and suffixes that provide clues to their meanings.  The following table contains 

a list of prefixes and suffixes that are often part of biological terms.  Look at the table and study it 

carefully. 

 

PREFIXPREFIXPREFIXPREFIX    MeaningMeaningMeaningMeaning    SUFFIXSUFFIXSUFFIXSUFFIX    MeaningMeaningMeaningMeaning    

    

HydroHydroHydroHydro----    Related to water ----logylogylogylogy    Study of 

GenoGenoGenoGeno----    Race, offspring, sex ----phyllphyllphyllphyll    Leaf 

BioBioBioBio----    Related to life ----plastplastplastplast    Organized living material 

ProtoProtoProtoProto----    First ----trophtrophtrophtroph    Food, feeding 

ChloroChloroChloroChloro----    Green ----cellularcellularcellularcellular    Having to do with cells 

ZooZooZooZoo----    Related to animals ----phytephytephytephyte    Plant 

ExExExEx----, extra, extra, extra, extra----    Out ----synthesissynthesissynthesissynthesis    To put together 

InInInIn----, Intra, Intra, Intra, Intra----    Inside ----ationationationation    Process 

MicroMicroMicroMicro----    Small ----scopescopescopescope    Instrument for viewing 

PhotoPhotoPhotoPhoto----    Light ----lysislysislysislysis    A releasing, loosening, or 

breaking 

UniUniUniUni----    One ----cretioncretioncretioncretion    The process of separating 

MultiMultiMultiMulti----    Many ----gestiongestiongestiongestion    To carry 

AutoAutoAutoAuto----    Self-operating ----metermetermetermeter    Instrument used to 

measure 

HomHomHomHom----, Homo, Homo, Homo, Homo----    Same ----stasisstasisstasisstasis    A stationary condition 

HeteroHeteroHeteroHetero----    Different, other ----zygozygozygozygo    Joined 

TeloTeloTeloTelo----    An end, complete ----phasephasephasephase    Appearance 

MetaMetaMetaMeta----    A boundary, or turning 

point 

----ectomyectomyectomyectomy    Cut out 

ProProProPro----, proto, proto, proto, proto----    Before, in front of ----pathypathypathypathy    Suffering, disease 

HypoHypoHypoHypo----    Below ----tropismtropismtropismtropism    Response 

HyperHyperHyperHyper----    Above, more than ----cytecytecytecyte    Cell 

MacroMacroMacroMacro----    Large ----phagephagephagephage    Eat, eater 

EuEuEuEu----    Good, true ----karkarkarkaryoyoyoyo    Nucleus, nut 

OsteoOsteoOsteoOsteo----    Bone ----sporesporesporespore    Seed 

GlycoGlycoGlycoGlyco----    Sugar ----vasculovasculovasculovasculo    Vessel (small) 

 

(over) 



Use the meanings of the prefixes and suffixes in the table to form words that will match these definitions:Use the meanings of the prefixes and suffixes in the table to form words that will match these definitions:Use the meanings of the prefixes and suffixes in the table to form words that will match these definitions:Use the meanings of the prefixes and suffixes in the table to form words that will match these definitions:    

 

WORDWORDWORDWORD:      DEFINITIONDEFINITIONDEFINITIONDEFINITION: 

 

1)      the study of small forms of life (hint 3 words) 

 

2)      the study of animals 

 

3)      instrument used to measure water/moisture content 

 

4)      a plant that grows in water 

 

5)      small leaf 

 

6)      within a cell  
 

7)      small seed 

 

8)      a response to light 

 

9)      disease of the bones 

 

10)      made up of one cell 

 

 

Use the root words from the list to define the following terms:Use the root words from the list to define the following terms:Use the root words from the list to define the following terms:Use the root words from the list to define the following terms:    

 

WORDWORDWORDWORD:      DEFINITIONDEFINITIONDEFINITIONDEFINITION: 

 

1) prokaryote:              

 

2) osteocyte:              

 

3) macrophage:             

 

4) microscope:              

 

5) eukaryote              

 

6) genealogy:              

 

7) photosynthesis:             

 

8) autotroph:              

 

9) metaphase:              

 

10) glycolysis:              

 

11) tonsillectomy:             

 

12) extracellular:             


