GRAPHING GUIDELINES


Scientists use data charts (also called data tables) and graphs to organize and graphically present their information.  You will be learning to analyze charts and graphs in order to find information that you need, as well as to make data charts and graphs to represent your own scientific data.  Carefully read and follow the directions below to format your own data charts and graphs.  

General Rules:

1. Always use a ruler!
2. Use graph paper for your charts and graphs and enlarge them to fill the page.

3. Use color whenever possible.

4. Always title your data charts and graphs.  Your title should be scientifically descriptive (“Average Bubble Diameter of 4 Soap Brands” is correct; “Bubble Lab” is not) and include the IV and DV.
5. Include the variables (what you are measuring) and the units (how you are measuring it) in your charts and graphs.  Example: Height (cm)

6. The graduations must be consistent (0, 5, 10, 15 is correct; 0, 5, 6, 7 is not)

Graphing Notes:

1. List the independent variable on the x-axis and the dependent variable along the y-axis.

2. Use line graphs unless a bar graph is indicated.

3. A “best fit” graph draws an approximately straight line between the initial and final data points (see example below).
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