
Guiding Teachers Towards 

Guided Math

EQ: Where do I begin?



Step One: 

Assessment

Idea 1

• Pre-assessment 

• Look for common errors

• Use common errors to form groups

Idea 2

• Start students on an activity

• Using a clipboard, take notes on students’ perfomances



Step One: 

Assessment

Idea 3

• Using a clipboard, take notes during Intervention / 

Calendar

Idea 4

• Ticket Out the Door

Idea 5

• Take notes during small group with a planning sheet or 

clipboard



Step 2:

SCHEDULING 

Start by deciding 

how Guided Math 

will work into your 

schedule.



3 Days of Small Groups

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Whole group 

lesson.  

Mini lesson 

Meet with two 

small groups

Mini lesson 

Meet with two 

small groups

Mini lesson 

Meet with two 

small groups

Whole group 

lesson

How many 

days per 

week?

How many groups per day?



3 Days of Small Group

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

WHOLE 

GROUP:

MINI LESSON, 

MODELING 

WEEK’S 
ACTIVITIES

Super Source

SMALL GROUP:

HANDS ON 

STANDARDS

Partner game

SMALL GROUP:

HANDS ON 

STANDARDS

Independent 

Practice

SMALL GROUP:

HANDS ON 

STANDARDS

Exemplar/

Assessment



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Activating 

Strategy

MINI 

LESSON

Partner 

Game

Indep. 

Practice

Guided 

Math 

(1 & 2)

Activating 

Strategy

MINI 

LESSON

Partner 

Game

Indep. 

Practice

Guided 

Math 

(3 & 4)

Activating 

Strategy

MINI 

LESSON

Partner 

Game

Indep. 

Practice

Guided 

Math 

(1 & 2)

Activating 

Strategy

MINI 

LESSON

Partner 

Game

Indep. 

Practice

Guided 

Math 

(3 & 4)

Activating 

Strategy

MINI 

LESSON/ 

ASSESS.

Partner 

Game

Indep. 

Practice

Guided 

Math 

(1 & 2)

Daily Guided Math



What’s in Your 
Plan Book?

Step 3:

Planning 



Planning Templates

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Activating 

Strategy

Activating 

Strategy

Activating 

Strategy

Activating 

Strategy

Activating 

Strategy

Whole

Group

Small

Group 1

SG:

IP:

Whole

Group

Small

Group 1

SG:

IP:

Whole

Group

Small

Group 2

SG:

IP:

Small

Group 2

SG:

IP:

Small

Group 3

SG:

IP:

Small

Group 3

SG:

IP:

Facts

Practice

Facts

Practice

Facts

Practice

Facts

Practice

Facts

Practice

Homework Homework Homework Homework Homework

Guided Math Planning



What do I need to plan for guided math?

Who (Groups) What (Activities)



What do I need to plan for guided math?

Planning Groups

• Pre-Assessments

• Ticket Out the Door

• Homework review

• Exemplars

• Calendar / Intervention 

• Tests

• Lesson notes

Activities

• Super Source

• Hands On Standards

• Resource Calendar

• Think Math

• Review - material

• Week by Week Essentials

• Harcourt – Alternative Teaching 

Strategies

• Games

• Preview upcoming material



Step 4: 

Organization and Management

A FEW TIPS 

FOR 

STARTING 

MATH STATIONS



1.  Use what you already have.  

 

2.  Try one activity for all groups.

3.  Select one station to focus on improving.

4.  Use manipulatives.

5. Try Make and Takes for stations

6. Make them self-checking.

Tips for Stations



Guided Groups Organization



Organizing Materials

http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:IBTTCOtl8y_qVM:http://www.ourclassweb.com/images/pictures/centers/centers_activity_pockets.jpg

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ourclassweb.com/images/pictures/centers/centers_activity_pockets.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ourclassweb.com/sites_for_teachers_learning_centers_math.htm&usg=__WCCFZ2PstwDien-3utVy5P6xrEY=&h=1200&w=1600&sz=325&hl=en&start=7&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=IBTTCOtl8y_qVM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dmath%2Bactivity%2Bpocket%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-us%26rlz%3D1I7ADSA_en%26tbs%3Disch:1


Let’s Plan For Guided Math
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