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Children don’t hate math.  What 
they hate is being confused, 
intimidated, and embarrassed by 
math.  With understanding comes 
passion, and with passion comes 
growth- a treasure is unlocked.

Larry Martinek





What is Guided 
Math?
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Why Guided Math?
• The small groups allow you to see 

mistakes or misconceptions and help you 
to address them before they become 
habit.

• You are better able to see problem areas 
and teach to those areas within your 
group.

• Students interact with others in your 
group to show mastery of the concept. 
(Turn and teach)



• Station time gives students time to 
practice the skills you have already taught 
and reinforce those skills in a 
game/station activity.

• Very structured and kids love and learn 
better when there is structure.

• Having students in front of you allows you 
to see if the students understands and if 
they don’t, you get to see when the light 
bulb comes on!



?? ?
How do I get started



Sample Schedule
(based on 90 minute block)

• 10 minutes number sense
• 10 minutes problem solving
• 10 minutes spiral review
• 15 minutes mini-lesson
• 15 minute group
• 15 minute group
• 15 minute group

If students aren’t in small group with teacher, they are in station time.



Number Sense



A person's ability to use and understand numbers: 

· knowing their relative values, 
· how to use them to make judgments, 
· how to use them in flexible ways when adding, 
subtracting, multiplying or dividing
· how to develop useful strategies when counting, 
measuring or estimating.

What is Number Sense?

ABC to 123



Subitize!
1

2
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Videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsXRpvDatOujlCf4LiOxgsQ

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsXRpvDatOujlCf4LiOxgsQ


Greg Tang















Number
Talks



36



• We can count by 25’s
• Odd Number
• Count by 5’s to 25
• 2 digits
• Quarter is worth 25 cents
• 5, 5’s makes 25
• 10+10+5=25
• You can count by odd numbers to 25
• The number is in the 20’s
• We count by 25’s to count money
• Could have $25
• 2 tens and 5 ones = 25
• 15+10=25

25



additio
n subtraction

multiplication

divisionFACTS





Problem Solving
• teach them the process
• repetition
• solving and writing
• repeat in a station
•model/ talk it out 
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Spiral Review
• short and to the point
• repeat of concepts already taught
• calendar math
• building the basics
• different for different grade levels



Mini-Lesson
• Introducing a concept:
• literature
• videos
• KWL
• turn and talk (what do you 

know about…)
• length may vary

GoMath: videos to introduce each lesson



Small 
Groups &
Stations



How many groups?



Groups will change throughout the year.  A student 
that struggles in one area, may exceed in another.



The core of your lesson will happen in small groups so you 
need to meet with every group every day.
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•hands on/ lots of manipulatives
• short and to the point
• set a timer to keep you on 
schedule 
• list of supplies they need to 
bring
• turn and talk

Small Groups



Turn and talk quote….



•not a new concept
•use station more than one day
•be organized
• train, train, train
• state expectations and be 
ready for those that need extra
support
•be consistent

Stations



•keep your time frame in mind
•hands-on
•partners or small groups
•games
• computer
•xtramath.org
•mobymax.com
•Tenmarks
•Prodigy



•math journals
•dice and playing cards
•writing about math
•STEM boxes
• Logic puzzles



Exit Tickets 
or

Wrap-up



Storage and 
Organization









Standard Form Sketch

Expanded Form

___________________________________________________

Word Form

___________________________________________________

tens ones

Number of th
e Day





Sketch the number of the day

________________________________________________________

Created by Tracy Lee



Dice and Playing Cards



Double digit roll a problem
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Created by Tracy Lee











Playing Cards



Deal a Problem
Name___________________________

_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______

_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______
_______ + _______ = _______

Created by Tracy Lee
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Board Games



Math Concepts Taught by Board Games
Addition and Subtraction

and Counting Skills

Game
Age 
level

Chutes and Ladders 3+

Candy Land 3+

Connect Four 7+

Hi Ho! Chery-O 3+

Sorry 6+

Cariboo 3+

Hungry Hungry 
Hippos

4+

Pay Day 8+

Uno 6+

War

Patterns, Attributes, Shapes 
and Geometry

Game
Age 
level

Crazy Eights 4+

Guess Who? 6+

Lucky Ducks 3+

Rummikub 8+

Category 5 8+

Tangrams

Jigsaw Puzzles



Math Concepts Taught by Board Games
Strategy, Reasoning and Spatial Perception

Game
Age 
level

Mastermind 8+

Monopoly Jr. 8+

Mousetrap 6+

Apples to Apples Jr. 9+

The Game of Life 9+

Yahtzee 9+

Cadoo 7+

Battleship 7+

Clue Jr. 8+

Clue 8+

Connect Four 7+

Othello 8+

Blokus 5+

Jenga 6+

Mancala 6+

Pretty, Pretty, Princess 5+

Memory 3+

General Strategy Games

Chess
Backgammon

Checkers
Solitaire
Pokemon

List compiled by Tracy Lee from Bright Hub



Math Journals



STEM Boxes









Logic Puzzles



Create a
Story Problem

Directions:  Choose a Character/Setting card, then 
choose two number cards and create a story problem 
to go with the information you have.

When you have created you problem solve it, then 
trade with another set of partners and have them solve 
it as well.

There are 3 sets of cards.  One with 1 digit numbers, 
one with 2 digit numbers and one with 3 digit numbers.Created by Tracy Lee



Characters:

Frog and Toad
Setting:

The woods

Characters:

Junie B. and her 
Mom

Setting:

Grandma’s house

Characters:

Brother and Sister 
Bear
Setting:

The Treehouse

Characters:

City Mouse and 
Country Mouse

Setting:

Under a big tree

Characters:

Tortoise and the 
Hare

Setting:

The big race

Characters:

Jack and Annie
Setting:

Magic Tree House

Created by Tracy Lee



Created by Tracy Lee

Beanbag
Toss

(butcher paper)



Where do I find this 
information?

• shares-  Johnstonstaff/guided math 
(powerpoint presentation and stations.
• Facebook groups-  
• Literacy and Math Work Stations 

Community with Debbie Diller
• Tunstall’s Teaching Group
• Build Math Minds
• Teachers using Guided Math




