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The Rubric



W H A T ’ S  I T  A L L  A B O U T ?

Content



Thesis

 Thesis is the foundation of the paper. It is what the 
writer is trying to convince the reader of.
 Thesis must be bolded to receive a score of 1 or 

higher.
 Generally found at the end of the introduction.
Must be argumentative and insightful.
 The paper should address/discuss a social issue



Thesis



Sample Thesis Statements

 Using electronic devices for educational purposes can help 
students save money, reduce the harmful effects in our 
ecosystem, and increase the work ethics of students by 
showing different ways of learning. 

 Home school is not the best way to educate a student, because 
social skills are underdeveloped, because the guardian may 
not be qualified to teach, and cheating is unpreventable.

 That is where teenagers get the wrong imagine, they do not 
see that perfect is not something they should strive to be, they 
should strive to be the person they were set out to be.

 School cafeterias should provide a healthier variety of foods 
by providing salad bars, deli sandwich bars, and asking the 
government to spend more money on fresh foods, so students 
can eat healthier.



Scoring the Thesis

 Using electronic devices for educational purposes 
can help students save money, reduce the harmful 
effects in our ecosystem, and increase the work 
ethics of students by showing different ways of 
learning. 
Possible score:4



Scoring the Thesis

 Home school is not the best way to educate a student
because social skills are underdeveloped, because the
guardian may not be qualified to teach, and cheating 
is unpreventable.
Possible score: 3



Scoring the Thesis

 That is where teenagers get the wrong imagine, they 
do not see that perfect is not something they should 
strive to be, they should strive to be the person they 
were set out to be.
Possible Score: 1 or 0



Scoring the Thesis

 School cafeterias should provide a healthier variety 
of foods by providing salad bars, deli sandwich bars, 
and asking the government to spend more money on 
fresh foods, so students can eat healthier.
Possible Score: 2



Sources

 Papers will not be scored without a Works Cited 
page.
Works Cited page will be the last page of the 

document.
Must include at least 1 primary source to score a 3 or 

higher.
Works Cited reflect the citations in the essay. If they 

do not match, student cannot score higher than a 1.
 Primary source will be bolded.



Secondary Sources Primary Sources

 Definition: records created after
events occurred by people who were
not directly involved

 Examples: biographies, textbooks,
encyclopedias, some Weblogs, third 
person newspaper and magazine
articles, most documentaries

 Advantages: sometimes include
excerpts from many primary sources;
often include a broad perspective
and many viewpoints; can be useful
for getting an overview of a topic

 Disadvantages: are only as credible
as the sources on which they are
based; may be biased

 Definition: materials written or
created by people who took part in
events or observed them

 Examples: letters, diaries, speeches,
photographs, autobiographies,
e-mails, some Weblogs, first-person
newspaper and magazine articles,
public documents such as birth
certificates

 Advantages: provide firsthand
information; can give insight into
attitudes and beliefs of the times;
may contain very specific details

 Disadvantages: offer limited
perspective; may need interpretation;
may be biased

Primary versus Secondary Sources



Sources



Sample Works Cited



Synthesis

 Looking for a balance between student voice and 
research.
 If there are no in-text citations, there is no balance; 

therefore, the student would receive no score. 
 Synthesis score is the most important because it is 

doubled.



Synthesis Rubric



Samples Synthesis



The Graphic

 Student must include a self-generated graphic. 
 Student must discuss the contents of the graphic and

how it pertains to his or her argument in the paper. 
 Graphic must be sourced.
 Graphic does not contribute to the page length 

requirement of 6-8 pages. 



Graphic Rubric



Graphic Sample 



I  F O L L O W  R U L E S ,  Y O !

Conventions



MLA Conventions

MLA 101: Crash Course
Formatting
1 inch margins
Times New Roman 12 point font
ID number and page number at the top right hand corner
Heading includes: ID Number, Teacher, Course, Date (Euro style)
Centered Title
Indented paragraphs



Sample MLA Formatted Documents



MLA conventions

 MLA 101: Crash Course
 In-text citations
“Quote” (Author last name, pg #).
EX: “I’m a scientist I know what I’m talking about” (Smartypants, 3).
According to Dr. Smartypants, “I know what I’m talking about” (3).

 Paraphrase
Restated research in own words (Author last name, pg #).
EX: Scientists are knowledgeable because of their profession (Smarty-

pants, 3).
According to Dr. Smartypants, scientists are knowledgeable (3).
NOTE: When using an online source with no author, website or article 

title will be used in place of the author’s last name.



Sample In-Text Citations

Sample Paraphrase:
 According to a survey done by Waangard and 

Stephens, more than ninety percent of the students 
in the survey admitted to some form of academic 
dishonesty (1). 

Sample Quotation with in-text citation
Well-intentioned parents who want their children to 

be successful in school can place so much pressure 
on kids that they resort to cheating (Lathrop 237).” 



Writing Style

 Self Explanatory



Grammar

•Distinguished = 5 or less errors (generally)
•Effective = 7 -9 errors (generally)
•Minimal = Errors are prevalent, but sentences make sense.
•Insufficient = There are many moments in the writing where the reader       
cannot understand what the writer’s intent.
•Unsatisfactory = Writing is incomprehensible.


