Strategies for Author’s Viewpoint

to support comprehension in nonfiction
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550N Language In the Time for Kids article “Cleaning Up After Isaac” (2012_),

" uthor first presents the problem: Hurricane Isaac left a big mess in the gulf region
fhe ; -qused an estimated $1.5 million in damages. The solutions he presents are that
‘un’h*- ,‘(_s;j;.fmffrn' candidates visited the area and offered help, utility crews worked over
i:}:mﬂfﬁ)’ weekend to fix power lines, and work crews worked to clean up the mess and
ol rid of large dead rodents that washed up during the storm. He concludes the article

jions presented, | might say the main idea is, “In times of trouble, others should come
1o offer help” Looking for the solution might help you find the author’s argument,
wo. I think in this example the author believes that help is important in disasters like

Hirricatie Isaac.

Prompts
. Identify the problem.
. Where will you look to read about the solution the author proposes?
« Now that you know the solution, say what this section is mostly about.
. Think about what the author is arguing for.
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Whais this for?

LEVELS
M and ahove

GENRE / TEXT TYPE
expository nonfiction

SKILLS

determining
importance,
synthesizing
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© Opinion-Reasons-Evidence

Strategy Notice how the text is organized. Think, “Does the author state an
opinion then back it up, or does the author give details then conclude with 4y,
opinion?” Knowing the structure will help you find the main idea.

Lesson Language Pay attention to the three levels or la yers of information

th
presented. By working up from evidence fo reasons to opinion, you can figure oy :Zi:a’t’
main idea. Or, if the apinion is clear, you can find the reasons that support the Opinion
and the evidence that backs up the reasons. Depending on how the text is organized, i
may make sense fo build up to an idea or apinion, or to back up the opinion with ¢, 2
information.

Prompts
» What's the author’s opinion?
- What reasons support the opinion?
- What evidence backs up the reasons?
Sumimarize the information you learned in this section.
« Now that you know all the facts, add them up to conclude the reason.
That opinion is backed up by the facts.
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Whais this for?

LEVELS
0 and above

GENRE / TEXT TYPIR;
nonfiction

SKILL

determining
importance

&
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Fower of Purposeful Talk
in the Reading Workshop
{Nichols 2006)
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- Determining Author's Purpose,
Point of View

Strategy Be aware of the author’s rea
from that. First, learn about who the au

Then, consider what stake the author has in the topic based on his or

you read, consider what facts are being

son for writing and any potential bias tha

0om es
thor is (from an author bio included in the bogy

her backgroung A;
included and what is being excluded. Consider

there are any “opinion words” being used alongside the factual information.

Lesson Language The book Face

to Face with Whales by Flip and Linda Nickliy

(2008) at first glance looks to be a straightforward book about whales—there are Pho-
tographs, lots of facts. But I wonder if the authors have a certain perspective on the
issue that will shape the kinds of information they include? One look at their bio tells
us that they live in Alaska and Hawaii, two Places good for viewing whales, OK, good,
that helps to make them experts on the topic, I also see they've written Jour other boojs
about the subject. Again, all sighis point to expert. At the end of the bio, it says, “He is
active with Whale Trust, a conservation and research organization.” If I thought aboy;

that, what kind of person would Join the Whale Trust a
have on the topic? I think someone who loves the creaty

fo protect them. Let’s look inside to see

nd what kind of slant might they
res and wants to do all they cqn
if there are any opinion words that go along with,

that idea. I see on page 5: “T've been lucky to spend my life with whales” and excited
on the next page: “They are better swimmers than we are” and thrilling. The author 5
clearly excluding any details that would make you feel terrified of these large creatures

and is including details and
opinion words fo lead you to
believe they are beautiful, fasci-
nating creatures, a perspective
that goes along with his bio!

Prompts
« What do you know about |
the author?

+ What does the author’s
background tell you about |
any potential bias? ‘

- Think about the facts in
the book. Why do you
think the author included

|
| (/hzaﬁ?
what he or she did? | 'hﬁ’é'f{?
]

« Do you see any opinion ’
word? .
What's the slant? |

« Which facts go with that
slant? [
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What's the Perspective on the Topic? il

girategy Read the title and identify the topic. Read the first and last paragraph.
[hiﬂi‘ What is the author’s perspective? What is the author saying? Read the entire
111‘—]° (or book), collecting facts and details that connect with the main idea. Revise
},0131 main idea statement if needed.

prom pts
, What do you think the author’s perspective on the topic is?
, How do you know?
, What words give you a hint about the perspective?
. Read the first paragraph.
. Think about all of the details so far.
. That's the topic, tell an idea about topic.
. I like how you revised the main idea when you jotted new information.
« Yes, that detail fits with the main idea.

—What's e Terspechive? ;
Find OWt:

L Read the titte and identy [ |
the topic

2.Resd the First and last [ )
paragraph |

3. Think, "whar ¢ the authov o
9"1\“3 Y . |

4. Read , collect, Comect Qm

Nonfiction: Main Topic{s) and {dea(s)

Wheis this for?

LEVELS
0 and above

GENRE / TEXT TYPE
nonfiction

SKILL

|
determining .
importance ;
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