
Unit Description:

In this unit students will learn the necessary steps required to process their own roll of 35mm film.

Unit Expectations:

- To load exposed film on a developing reel and load into a developing tank.
- To know the photographic chemicals necessary for developing a black and white film.
- To measure and mix chemicals in the correct proportions for each step of the film development
process.
- To understand the reaction created by
each chemical used on the film during the
development process.
- To store chemicals correctly. All chemical
containers should be carefully labelled with
chemical type, name and preparation date.
- To select the correct temperature for the
development procedure.
- To select the correct time for each step in
the developing process.
- To develop a roll of exposed film.
- To store negatives properly to prevent
damage.

Unit Activities:

Attend film processing seminar						 N/A
Process Roll of Film								 Level Assessment
Questions									  20 Marks
Journal									 10 Marks

Name: ________________________________________ T.A.: ____________________________________
Course:_______________________________________	 Section: ____________________________

Grade 11 Applied PhotographyAWQ 3M1AWQ 3M1

Unit 5

film processing



Now that you have shot your first roll of film, you are now going to learn how to develop this 
film so that you can eventually print all of your own images.  You will be required to attend a 
film processing seminar to learn about the very detailed, step-by-step process.  Please be sure 
to sign up for one of the many seminars offered.  If you miss a seminar, please see your teacher 
immediately to be sure to learn the process.

Activity One: 

Attend the film processing seminar.  Be sure to bring your exposed roll of film with you.

Activity Two: 

Answer the following questions.
Once you have attended the film processing seminar answer the following questions:

1) Outline the step by step process you go through to prepare your film to be processed.  From
the time you sign out the film processing kit to how you get the film into the developing tank.
(6 marks)

2) When you are ready to process your film what should you do before you start the chemical
process? (2 marks)

3) List and define (explain their job)  each chemical that is required to process your film. (6
marks)

4) What is the main purpose for agitating the tank during the film processing session? (2
marks)

5) Why is it important to wash your film? (2 marks)

6) Why is it important ot thoroughly wash and dry the film processing kit? (2 marks)

Activity Three: 

Journal
Write a one page journal discussing your experiences of film processing.  Be sure to 
discuss your triumphs and errors.  You must also include in this journal a critique of your 
film exposures.  Read the attached article to understand what makes a good or bad negative, 
then choose your best and worst exposure and explain why.  Be sure to also use “film Speak” in 
your writing, view the attached article for further explanation.



Talking About Negatives: Film Speak 101

Density:
The amount of silver deposited as the result of exposure and 
development of the light sensitive emulsion of the film.

Dense:
(Too Dense) A negative or an area of the negative is which a large 
amount of silver has been deposited. A dense negative transmits 
relatively little light. Excessive density (too dense) results from overexposure of the negative. The opposite: 
Thin.

Normal:
Describes a negative with a wide density range resulting from correct exposure and proper development. 
There will be detail in the shadows and some density in the highlight areas.

Thin:
(Too Thin) A negative or an area of a negative where relatively little silver has been deposited. A thin negative 
transmits a large amount of light. A (too) thin negative results from underexposure. The opposite: Dense.

Fog:
An overall density (a gray cast) in the image caused by either unintentional exposure to light (i.e. removing the 
lid from developing tank at the wrong time, light leaks, etc.) or unwanted chemical activity.

Highlights:
Areas representing the bright parts of a scene. There is a large amount of silver deposited, creating dense 
areas on the negative. Also referred to as high density or “whites”.

Shadows:
Areas representing the least illuminated parts of a scene. There is a small amount of silver deposited, creating 
thin, transparent areas on the negative.

Contrast:
The difference in density or apparent brightness between tonal areas of a negative.

Contrasty:
(High Contrast) Describes a negative with extreme differences in density. A high contrast negative has dense 
highlights and thin shadows and not enough middle tones.

Flat:
(Low Contrast) Describes a negative with minimal differences in density. A low contrast negative has primarily 
middle tones with no clearly defined highlights and shadows.

ISO (ASA):
A numerical rating system that describes the sensitivity of a film to light. Also referred to as film speed. ISO/
ASA is denoted by a number. (ISO: International Standards Organization, ASA: American Standards Association).



Film Processing / Darkroom Notes

During the seminar you will be given lots of information - all of which you will 
need to remember for future darkroom adventures.



Film Journal
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