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Guns, Germs, and Steel: Episode 2 (Answer Questions in FULL sentences)

1. What question was Jared Diamond trying to answer in his research? What was Jared Diamond’s 
thesis? Throughout the film, what are some primary and secondary sources he uses in his research? 

2. How did the “geographic luck” of being located next to the Fertile Crescent benefit the development of 
European Society? Explain using evidence from the film.

3. Explain using evidence from the film, how did the lack of “geographic luck” affected the development of 
the Incan society?

4. At the time that the Spanish conquistador’s invaded the Inca Empire, they were armed with state of the art 
weaponry. Describe (not just list) this weaponry, such as their use of horses.



5. What is Jarod Diamond’s interpretation for why the Spanish had advanced to steel swords while Inca’s 
were still making tools and weapons from bronze? Any connection to geographic luck?

6. How did “geographic luck” help the Europeans develop written language? Explain how written language 
help the Spanish Conquistadors against the Incas? 

7. What weapon did the Spanish unintentionally use against the Incas? Give the context as to why this 
weapon had no effect on the Spanish themselves? Any connection to geographic luck?

8. According to Jared Diamond, what made the Europeans “accidental conquerors”? Explain.

9. Explain how Jared Diamond could be considered an Agent of Change. What is CONTEXT? How does Yalis fit 
into the CONTEXT of Jared Diamond becoming an Agent of Change? Did Yalis set Jared on his journey?


