OvVerview of the Five Themes of Geography

Q Geography is more than memorizing names and places. Geographers organize space in much the same way

~ Location is only one piece of the framework of geo

. Handout—Overview of the Five Themes of Geography, page 1 of 3

thar historians organize time. To help organize space, geographers are concerned with asking three importart
quesdons about things in the world:

- 1 Where is it?

1 Why is it there?
1 What are the consequences of its being there?

The five themes of geography help answer these que..uons
1 Locadon: Where is it located?

I Place: What's it like there? -
1 Human/Environment Interaction: What is the relauonshlp berween humans and their environment?

1 Movement: How and why are places connected with one another?
I Regions: How and why is one area similar to another?

No one theme can be understood without the others. The themes are connected with one another, as are all
the components of our world. No part of our world can be understood in isolaton.

~

Location: Position on Earth’s Surface

Absolute and relative location are two ways of describing the positons and distribution of peopie and places
on the earth's surface.

Absolute location answers the question: Where is it?

Absolute location is nothing more than a simple dot—often identified as a grid coordinate on the surface of
the earth. Latitude and longlmde can be uszd to pinpoint a location. For example the absolute lecation of New

Orieans, Louisiana, is 30 degrees north, 90 degrees west. Finding absolute location is the staring point for geo-
grashic research.

Reladve locadon is the reladonship of a place to other places.

For example, New Orleans is located at the place where the Mississippi River empties into the Gulf of Mexico

1]
which gives it easy access to ocean and river shipping. Your home has a relative location. Where is it located
in relation to schools, stores, and convenient ransportation?

graphy, yet it is an important therne because it helps us know
and express where things are.

Discuss answers to these questons about your location:

1 What are the ladrude and longirude coordinates of your absolute location?

1 What is your relative location and the reladonship of your location to other locadons?
1 How does the importance of your location change over time?
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Place: Physical and Human Characteristics

The timeme of place addresses this question: What's it like there? This theme considers the characteristics that

make one place different from all other places on earth. Geographers describe a place by wo kinds of charac-

terisdcs: physical and human.

The physical charaae:istids of a place make up its natural environment and are derived from geological, hydro-

logical, aunospheric, and biological processes. They include landforms, bodies of water, climate, soils, nanural
vegetation, and animal life. . | ‘
The human characteristics of a place come from hurman ideas and actions. They include bridges, houses, and

parks. Human characteristics of place also include land use, density of population, language patterns, religion,
architecrure, and political systems.

The themne of place helps flesh out information about location. Taken together, the themes of location and place
provide a basis for observadon in geography. These themes can be used t0 help answer the first two quesdons
of geography: Where is it? and Why is it there? With a sense of physical and human place, we can read the
lanidszzze around us and make observations about what we see. We'll

explore more about physical and human
>~ .
places when we look at the theme of region. '

. Discuss answers to these questons about your place:

B How would you describe where you live physically? Is your place flat or hilly, hot or cold, wet or dry?
Whzt natural resources are found there?

I What are some of the human characteristics that descrite your place? For example, what npes of housas
are there? Are patterns of land use different from those in other parts of the counay? What types of
industry are found, and how might they be different from indusiries in other parts of the country?

Human/Environment Interaction: Shaping the Landscape

The prysical and humnan characterisics of a place provide keys to understanding the interreiationships berween
peopie znd their environments. This geographic theme addresses this quesdor: What is the relationship benween
humans and the environment? Three key concepts underlie human/environment reladonships:

I Humans depend on the environment: The natural environment is made up of living things and
nordiving things. Humans depend on the natural environment for their basic needs: foed, shelter,
and clothing.

I Humans modify the environment: People modify the natural environment to meet their needs. For
exzmple, they build dams, plow and irrigate fields, and dig mines. They build houses, schools, and
shopping centers on land. )

! Humans adapt to the environment: Humans have setded in virtually every corner of the world by
successfully adapting to various natural settings. For example, people who live in the northeastern United
States use heating units to keep their homes warm in winter. People in the southern part of the counay
use air condidoning much of the year to stay cool in the heat. The ways people choose to adapt to their
settings reflect their economic and political circumnstances and their technological abilides. Sudying
geography furthers appreciation of our natural environment and of our cultural differences.
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y  Discuss answers to these questions about the human/environment interaction where you live:
) I What examples of hurnar/environment interaction do you see in your area?
1 Do you see evidence of exploited resources?

I Do you see changes in: the landscape in animal habitats? Are there changes in the air, water, and soil?

Movement: Humans Interacting on the Earth

The themne movernent addresses this quesdon: How and why are places connected with one another? Reladonships
berween people in different places are shaped by the constant movement of people, ideas, materials, and phv=-

ical systems such as wind. Our world is in constant modon, constantly changing, Like blood flewing through
our bodies, movernent brings life to a place.

Discuss answers to these questions about movement where you live:
§ What examples of moverrent of people, goods, or ideas do you see in your area?
§ Has immigration had an impact on your area? If so, what has happened?
i What are the transporation routes in your area?

>

: Regions: How They Form and Chdnge

stady
of rec_n.on_ he‘p': us answer these c:ue<aons hov and why is one area simifar to anathes? ho\\ Ca e aren
fer? Mest regions differ significandy fron adjoiring areas.

/1_.;) Some regicns are disdnguish

ancl muural Vegelalicn.

ristics. These may include econemic, social. rotiticz!. and

Lot

C‘-l‘-l’dl'ul characzeristics. Tre hl‘-"l_" Lraam.ef’ \OIT...LE'L". Corridor bef\\ 22ny Boston and Washir
be consicdered a humarn regi

egion. Other regions are combinations of physical and human charcedisics. for
example, the Soutn, Scaridinavia, and the Midwest.

Boundaries becween regions can be vague. Regloris are gznerally thought of as large aress. suck as the Com
Belt in the midwestern United States or sub-Saharan Africa. The overhead ransparen

arencies that vour teacher will
P, L < vy v A .
show you demonsirate Lat a region can be as small as a classtoom learning center, a neighborhecd. an indus-
trial park, or a recreatonal area.

Discuss answers to these questions about regions where you live:
I How many different regions can you idendfy within your area?
¥ How many larger regicns does your area belong to?

Handout—Overview of the Five Themes of Geography, page 3 of 3 109



THEME

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

DEFINITION

EXAMPLE

PICTURE

LOCATION

PLACE

UMAN/ENVIROMENT
INTERACTION

MOVEMENT

REGIONS




Name

(’Q | Match ’Em Up

Match each statement below with the appropriate theme. Write the letter of the
correct theme in the blank before each statement.

A. Location B. Place
. C. Movement D. Region
- E. Human-Environmental Interaction

1. The Great Plains used to be a wide open area with no settlements or farms. Today
towns and cities dot the Great Plains, and much of the land is used for farming.

2. Areas that receive very little rainfall are called deserts.
3. ___ Texas is south of Oklahoma.
4. ___ Hawaiiis made up of islands, and it offers a variety of tourist attractions.
N 5. ___ Goods are shipped in large tractor-trailer trucks across interstate highways.

| 6. ____ Maine has many different economic areas, including heavy forests and tourist areas.
7. _____ The country of Guam is at 13° N latitude, 145° E longitude.
8. ____ One way to communicate information is to write letters to our friends and relatives.
9. The building of new houses on areas that had always been forests fréquently makes

it difficult for animals to find homes.

10. Swiss chalets and high mountains called the Alps are two of the ways we can
identify the country of Switzerland.
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Name

A Glimpse at the Future

Here’s a chance to use your knowledge of the five themes of geography and your imagination
to create a city of the future. On this paper, draw scenes of the city and include captions that
refer to each of the five themes.

B
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Name

Theme Search

Show what you know about the five themes of geography by filling in the blanks below,
then circling the appropriate words in the puzzle.

(1) is the way in which ideas, goods, and people get from place
to place. A person might use an (2) to drive to.a vacation spot. A
truck I'night bring vegetables to a local grocery store. People in other countries might learn
about the United States government by reading about it in a (3) such

as The New York Times. Information can also travel across the world through electronic devices.

A@) in space can relay electronic signals around the world.
To find the absolute location of a place, you would need to use lines of longitude and

(5) : .. On the other hand, telling someone you live two blocks from the
gas station would give them your (6) location.

If you know what it’s like to live in an area, then you know about (7)
the theme of geography that deals with the physical and human characteristics of an area.

Areas with common characteristics are called (8) . An areain
which a great deal of manufacturing takes place is called an (9) region.
An area with several universitiés might be called an (10) region.

Human-(11) | interaction is the geography theme that deals with

the way the world is as a result of how humans have interacted with the environment.

By using the five (12) of geography, we can form a clearer
picture of the people and the world around us. '
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Name

The “Geography” of the School (~

Focus on each of the five themes as you complete the activities below.

1. Location
In what city or town is your school located? - Determine the approximate
latitude and longitude of your city or town by using a map of your state. What is its latitude?

its longitude? These numbers identify the location of your state. Write a
sentence that gives the relative location of your school.

2. Place
In what kind of area is your school located? a rural area? a suburban area? a city area? Write a brief
paragraph about the physical and human characteristics of your school. Is it surrounded by
businesses, homes, farmland, or some combination of these? What kinds of plants grow in the area
around the scho61? What kind of weather does the area around the school receive? What Kinds of
landforms are nearby?

=)

3. Human-Environmental Interaction
Write a sentence or two telling how you think humans have affected the area where the school now
stands. How might the area have looked long ago?

4. Movement
How do people travel to and from school? How can people move about within the school? How
might goods such as food or books get to the school? How does information move from place to
place within the school? How does information from outside the school move inside? How does
information from inside the school move outside? Write your ideas about movement and the school.

5. Region

The area around your school is likely to be part of many regions. In what type of economic region b
(farming, industrial, etc.) is the area? In what

other types of regions is it?
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Name Class Date

.
b GUIDED READING AND REVIEW

A. As You Read
Directions: As you read Section 1, answer the following questions in the space provided.

I. What two questions do geographers try to answer while studying different places?

2. How do the five'themes—Ilocation, place, human-environment interaction, movement,
and regions—help geographers when they study the Earth?

3. What are two different ways to describe a location?

4. Which way of describing location is being used when a geographer explains that a river
is 250 miles north of San Antonio? ’

; 5. Why is the study of movement useful to geographers?

B. Reviewing Key Terms
Directions: Complete each sentence by writing the correct term in the blank provided.

6. The study of the Earth and its people is called

7. An invisible line that forms an east-west circle around the Earth is called both a(n)

and line of

8. An imaginary line that circles the Earth from north to south is called both a(n)

and line of

9. Geographers measure locations east or west of the , which is
numbered 0 degrees.

10. The parallel in the middle of the globe is called the

Il. Aunitused by geographers to measure location on maps is called a(n)

4 E Chapter and Section Resources The World of Geography
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