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Why do animals’ ears look different from yours?
What would life be like if your ears were shaped
differently? Let’s make new ears for yourself and
find out! Use paper, tape, and scissors to make
at least three different shaped ears. Look at
pictures of animal ears if you need ideas or
inspiration. (Be careful not to cover the opening
to your own ear when you make these new ear
shapes—you want to collect sound in new ways,
not block it!) Compare your normal hearing with
what you can hear when you wear the new ears
you’ve made. For example, what happens when
you wear tall, thin ears like those on a horse?
What happens when you wear ears with flaps
over them, like a basset hound’s? Can you design
a shape you don’t see in nature? What are the
advantages and disadvantages of changing the
shape of your ear? Does one design work better
than the others? Do things sound different if
you’re wearing two different types of ears? Use
words and pictures to explain what you found
out about different ear shapes. 
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Have you ever visited a fishway or fish
ladder? There is likely one near you that you
can visit with your family. What are fish
ladders? How do they help fish survive?
Watch this 6 minute video to learn more
about a fish ladder here in midcoast Maine.
What problem does the fish ladder solve?
What do you notice about the way the fish
ladder is built? What kind of information do
you think scientists and engineers would
need to know about the fish and their
environment before they started this
project? Make a list of the information that
scientists and engineers would need to know.
Read this article from Engineer Girl, to find out
how scientists and engineers use technology
to learn more about the migration patterns
of fish and other animals. What do you think
engineers will design in the future to help
keep our wildlife free and on the move? 

safeYouTube.net/w/cyq8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CasZlul7Mk
https://www.engineergirl.org/32917/Great-Migrations
https://safeyoutube.net/w/cyq8
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What song did you listen to?

Was there someone singing?

Describe the ensemble (group of musicians) that performed the song. What instruments 
did you hear? Was it a large group or a small group?

Circle the tempo/speed of the song:

Fast

Medium

Slow

What did the song make you think of? How did it make you feel?

Anything else you would like to share about the song you chose?



Name: ______________________ S.4-9

4

SP
EC

IA
LS

  B
O

X 
#9



Name: ______________________ S.4-10

4

SP
EC

IA
LS

  B
O

X 
#1

0



Name: ______________________ S.4-11

4

SP
EC

IA
LS

  B
O

X 
#1

1



Name: ______________________ S.4-12

4

SP
EC

IA
LS

  B
O

X 
#1

2


