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Spring is a great time to see turtles in our area 
again. Did you know that Maine has 8 different 
kinds of turtles? What special body parts or 
structures do turtles have to help them stay 
safe?  Hard shells are one special body part 
turtles use for protection. What are some 
others? Make a list of all of the different body 
parts you can think of that help to protect 
turtles. Draw or describe how the part helps 
keep them safe. If you need some help to get 
started, observe the Maine turtles featured in 
this 1-minute clip.  When you’re done making 
your list, watch this 3-minute video. How was 
your list the same and how was it different 
from what you saw in the video? What 
surprised you? What new questions do you 
have? 

1-minute clip: bit.ly/2ztrwl1
3-minute video: safeYouTube.net/w/2708

https://maineanencyclopedia.com/turtles/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GvsHhhgJxE
https://bit.ly/2ztrwl1
https://safeyoutube.net/w/2708
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Lots of different animals have shells. An 
armadillo is an animal that has a hard protective
shell like a turtle. Armadillos don’t live in Maine 
but maybe you’ve seen one? Take a look at this 
picture (coloring page) of an armadillo or watch 
this 30-second video clip of an armadillo playing. 
What human inventions can you think of that 
may have been inspired by an animal’s shell? 
How could studying how armadillos use their 
shells to protect themselves help us solve a 
human problem? 

Coloring Page: Color the Armadillo
Video: bit.ly/2VzDrX9

http://www.supercoloring.com/pages/nine-banded-armadillo
http://www.supercoloring.com/pages/nine-banded-armadillo
https://thekidshouldseethis.com/post/rollie-a-southern-three-banded-armadillo-playing
http://www.supercoloring.com/pages/nine-banded-armadillo
https://bit.ly/2VzDrX9
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