
Today’s Artist:  Francisco “Frank” Matas
Frank Matas is an artist and art 

teacher from the suburbs of 
Chicago.  His family is from 

Guatemala.  Growing up he felt 
like he was between two 

worlds.  His skin was lighter 
colored and the Spanish 

speaking kids told him he 
looked too white, and the white
kids told him he was too dark.  
When he was older he visited 
Guatemala and he felt very at 

home at the Mayan temples.  A 
lot of Mayan culture is about 
being between a Heaven life 

realm and a Hell like realm.  He 
started making art about those 

Mayan ideas and feeling lost 
between worlds.
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