
FORESHADOWING 
& FLASHBACK



Foreshadowing

The author’s use of clues to hint at what 
might happen later in a story.



HELPS TO BUILD 
SUSPENSE



FORESHADOWING THROUGH…

•Dialogue

•Description

•Attitudes of characters

•Reactions of characters



Flashback
A scene that interrupts a story to describe
an earlier event.



SHOWS
SOMETHING
IMPORTANT 
ABOUT A 
CHARACTER’S 
PAST.



FLASHBACKS MIGHT BE….

•Memories

•Dreams

• Stories of the past told by characters

•An interruption by the author



The school day began just like every other school 
day.  Little did Mrs. Jones know that this would 
be her last day at school for a long while.

Foreshadowing Flashback



As he worked, Jim thought back to the time he 
helped his father paint the house.

Foreshadowing Flashback



Kate’s grandmother said, “That’s nothing! When 
I was a little girl, I walked seven miles to school 
each day!”

Foreshadowing Flashback



Her fairy godmother told Cinderella that going to 
the ball might change her life.

Foreshadowing Flashback



The road was narrow, steep, and twisting.  It was 
an absolute nightmare to navigate.

Foreshadowing Flashback



I remember my first time in an airplane as if it 
was yesterday. I was six-years-old and terrified.

Foreshadowing Flashback



“Rest assured,” the captain told the crew. “This 
ship is invincible.”

Foreshadowing Flashback


