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First of all, a big THANK YOU for helping our chemistry of foods classes!  Our students are very excited about this class and can’t wait to interview you for their class project!

Some Background Information for you…

Our students have recently been studying the causes and symptoms of food poisoning.  They also investigated what the Center of Disease Control does to classify something as a food poisoning outbreak.  They have been asked to come up with a list of questions to ask you in your interview Friday.  

Please use the script below to answer any specific questions they might have about where and what you’ve eaten recently and your symptoms – feel free to elaborate all you want – have fun with your roles!  We hope you have as much fun being the interviewee as the kids are being the interviewers!  (
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Person #1 – Courtney Young/Kristen Newby
Ssssshhhh….don’t tell the kids this, but you are the cause of the food poisoning!  

Here’s the scoop:  You recently brought in homemade strawberry jelly to Fremd.  You improperly canned it, causing a nasty strain of botulism to break out.  YIKES!  (  Luckily, you are one of the 35% who survive botulism exposure – whew!

You, not knowing your jelly was contaminated, brought it in to share with your lunch buddies late last week. (For COURTNEY – your lunch buddy list would include Beth DiPrima, if the students ask.  For KRISTEN – your lunch buddy list would include Bernie Gifford and Ryan Moreau, if the students ask).
Symptoms:  Because you were eating this jelly both at Fremd and at home, you suffered horrible botulism symptoms.  You started feeling sick on Saturday morning.  You were originally nauseous and had a sore throat that caused difficulty swallowing and trouble breathing.  You also got bad headaches and felt dizzy from the double vision you were experiencing.  All of your family members exhibited these same symptoms because they were exposed at home too.

Where and what you ate late last week:

Wednesday:  Breakfast at home – Bacon and Eggs, Orange Juice



Lunch in the cafeteria – Chicken Patty Sandwich, Green Beans, 

Milk



Dinner at McDonald’s – Quarter Pounder with Cheese, Fries, Coke

Thursday: 
Breakfast at home – Raisin Bran, Milk



Lunch in the faculty cafe – Sandwich with Peanut Butter and 

Jelly, Apple, Lemonade



Dinner at home – Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Water

Friday:
Breakfast at home – English muffin with Jelly, Apple Juice



Lunch in the cafeteria – Pepperoni pizza, Sprite



Dinner at the concession stand at the football game – Hot dog, 

Fries, Coke
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Person #2 –Karl Craddock/Frank Goznikar/Ruth Spasoff/Jason English
Ssssshhhh….don’t tell the kids this, but you are our “distracter.”  You actually didn’t get food poisoning at all – just a bad case of the flu!  It is up to the kids, however, to figure this out!  (
Symptoms:  Because you had the flu, you suffered from all the normal flu-like symptoms.  You were nauseous, were vomiting, had a fever and suffered from general aches and pains.  You started feeling sick on Saturday night.  All of your family members exhibited these same symptoms.

Where and what you ate late last week:

Wednesday:  Breakfast at home – Bagel and Cream Cheese, Milk

Lunch at McDonald’s – Crispy Chicken Sandwich, Fries, Chocolate 

Shake



Dinner at home – Spaghetti and Meatballs, Garlic Bread, Water

Thursday: 
Breakfast at home – Cheerios, Milk



Lunch in the cafeteria – Taco Salad, Apple Juice



Dinner at home – Pot Roast, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Milk

Friday:
Breakfast at home – Jelly Donut, Apple Juice



Lunch in the cafeteria – Hamburger, Fries, Sprite



Dinner at Friday’s – Grilled Chicken, Mixed Vegetables, Sprite

Person #3 – Our One and Only School Nurse, John Reyes!
Ssssshhhh….don’t tell the kids this, but there is a case of botulism going around the school!  YIKES!  We would like you to pretend that you don’t know this.  Please pretend that you just noticed the following:

· Several people (students, staff, faculty and administration) have been coming in complaining of flu-like symptoms.  These include nausea, vomiting, headaches fevers, general aches and pains, sore throats, difficulty swallowing, trouble breathing, dizziness and double vision.

· The latter symptoms (difficulty swallowing/breathing, dizziness and double vision) have only been exhibited by a few adult staff/faculty/ administration members.  No students have complained of these symptoms.

· People started coming in complaining of these symptoms late last week.

Person #4 – Beth DiPrima/Bernie Gifford/Ryan Moreau
Ssssshhhh….don’t tell the kids this, but you are suffering from food poisoning – and it’s all your co-workers’ fault!  (
Here’s the scoop:  For BETH - Courtney Young recently brought in homemade strawberry jelly to Fremd.  For BERNIE AND RYAN – Kristen Newby recently brought in homemade strawberry jelly to Fremd.  She improperly canned it, causing a nasty strain of botulism to break out.  YIKES!  (  Luckily, you are one of the 35% who survive botulism exposure – whew!

You, not knowing the jelly was contaminated, ate some of it when she brought it in to school late last week.

Symptoms:  Because you were (thankfully!) only exposed to the jelly once and only ate a small amount, you suffered only mild botulism symptoms.  You were originally nauseous and had a sore throat that caused difficulty swallowing.  You started feeling sick on Friday afternoon.  None of your family members got sick – just you!

Where and what you ate late last week:

Wednesday:  Breakfast at home – Shredded Mini-Wheats, Milk



Lunch in the cafeteria – Ravioli, Garlic Bread, Grape Juice



Dinner at home – Grilled Chicken, Rice, Peas, Water

Thursday: 
Breakfast at home – Donut, Apple Juice

Lunch in the faculty cafe – Spinach Salad, Bread with Jelly, Water



Dinner at home – Sausage Pizza, Coke

Friday:
Breakfast at home – Bagel with Cream Cheese, Orange Juice



Lunch in the cafeteria – Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Tomato Soup, 

Milk



Dinner at Friend’s House for a BBQ – Cheeseburger, Potato Salad, 

Corn on the Cob, Fruit Salad, Coke
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