
Five Paragraph Essay Format 

 

Name_______________________________________________ Date__________ Period______ 

 

INTRODUCTION 
HOOK 

This is where you grab 
your reader’s attention.  

 

Types of Hooks: 
Question, Quote, 
Definition, Story, 

Startling Information 
 

 

Background 
Info on topic, characters, 

or conflict. If you are 
writing about literature, 
include the author and 

title.  
 

 

Thesis 
What is your 

claim/opinion? One 
sentence with three 

points. 
 (**These points become 
the topics of your body 

paragraphs) 

 

 

 

 



BODY PARAGRAPH 1 
TOPIC SENTENCE 
Expresses the main idea 

of your paragraph.  
  

 

EXAMPLE 1 
Sentence that gives facts 

that support the topic 
sentence. 

 

 

ANALYSIS 
This sentence explains 

the importance of 
example 1. This is 

insight, reflections, and 
opinion. 

 

 
ANALYSIS 

This sentence continues 
to explain the importance 

of example 1. 

 

 

EXAMPLE 2 
Begin this sentence with 

a transition word and 
give another example 

that relates to your topic 
sentence.  

 

ANALYSIS 
This sentence explains 

the importance of 
example 2. This is 

insight, reflections, and 
opinion. 

 

 
ANALYSIS 

This sentence continues 
to explain the importance 

of example 2. 
 

 

 
CONCLUSION 

SENTENCE 
Begin with a conclusion 
phrase and restate or 

rephrase the topic 
sentence.  

 

 

Transition Words Example Starters Analysis Starters Conclusion Starters 

Additionally, 

Furthermore, 

For instance, 

More importantly, 

For example, 

Specifically, 

This is demonstrated by 

Likewise, 

This means 

This illustrates 

This implies 

This proves 

 

As you can see, 

As expressed, 

In general, 

Therefore, 

 



BODY PARAGRAPH 2 
TOPIC SENTENCE 
Expresses the main idea 

of your paragraph.  
  

 

EXAMPLE 1 
Sentence that gives facts 

that support the topic 
sentence. 

 

 

ANALYSIS 
This sentence explains 

the importance of 
example 1. This is 

insight, reflections, and 
opinion. 

 

 
ANALYSIS 

This sentence continues 
to explain the importance 

of example 1. 

 

 

EXAMPLE 2 
Begin this sentence with 

a transition word and 
give another example 

that relates to your topic 
sentence.  

 

ANALYSIS 
This sentence explains 

the importance of 
example 2. This is 

insight, reflections, and 
opinion. 

 

 
ANALYSIS 

This sentence continues 
to explain the importance 

of example 2. 
 

 

 
CONCLUSION 

SENTENCE 
Begin with a conclusion 
phrase and restate or 

rephrase the topic 
sentence.  

 

 

Transition Words Example Starters Analysis Starters Conclusion Starters 

Additionally, 

Furthermore, 

For instance, 

More importantly, 

For example, 

Specifically, 

This is demonstrated by 

Likewise, 

This means 

This illustrates 

This implies 

This proves 

 

As you can see, 

As expressed, 

In general, 

Therefore, 

 



BODY PARAGRAPH 3 
TOPIC SENTENCE 
Expresses the main idea 

of your paragraph.  
  

 

EXAMPLE 1 
Sentence that gives facts 

that support the topic 
sentence. 

 

 

ANALYSIS 
This sentence explains 

the importance of 
example 1. This is 

insight, reflections, and 
opinion. 

 

 
ANALYSIS 

This sentence continues 
to explain the importance 

of example 1. 

 

 

EXAMPLE 2 
Begin this sentence with 

a transition word and 
give another example 

that relates to your topic 
sentence.  

 

ANALYSIS 
This sentence explains 

the importance of 
example 2. This is 

insight, reflections, and 
opinion. 

 

 
ANALYSIS 

This sentence continues 
to explain the importance 

of example 2. 
 

 

 
CONCLUSION 

SENTENCE 
Begin with a conclusion 
phrase and restate or 

rephrase the topic 
sentence.  

 

 

Transition Words Example Starters Analysis Starters Conclusion Starters 

Additionally, 

Furthermore, 

For instance, 

More importantly, 

For example, 

Specifically, 

This is demonstrated by 

Likewise, 

This means 

This illustrates 

This implies 

This proves 

 

As you can see, 

As expressed, 

In general, 

Therefore, 

 



CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH 
 

RESTATE THESIS 
Restate your thesis 

sentence. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

SUMMARY 
Summarize the main 
points of your essay.  

 
 
 
 

 

FINISHED 
FEELING 

This sentence will be a 
call to action, explain the 
moral of the story, give 
advice related to the 

topic, or say what we can 
learn from the 

characters. 

 

 

 

 


